Global Spotlight Report #21
Theme: Leading Greenhouse Gas Emissions Policies
Introduction
For Global Spotlight Report #21, Climate Scorecard asked our Country Managers to describe a
leading policy that, if fully implemented and/or scaled up, would help countries achieve
emissions levels that are 1.5 degrees compliant by 2030 (as recommended in the latest Report
published by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change).
We received a wide range of relevant responses. Some countries (e.g. Brazil, Thailand) say that
their country’s initial NDC pledge to the Paris Agreement, if fully implemented, will enable them
to become 1.5-degrees compliant. Some cite carbon pricing (e.g. Canada) as a vehicle to jumpstart their country’s stalled efforts to further reduce emissions. Some (e.g. China, Mexico)
advocate for a scaling-up of their emissions trading systems. And several advocate policies that
take their countries out of coal production (e.g. Australia), including “just transition” policies
(e.g. the EU).
The Country Spotlight Reports below describe our suggestions for each country’s Lead Policy
and how it will be implemented. While it’s true that some are pie-in-the sky, others are not
sufficiently ambitious. Most policies proposed give us reason to hope that there are
mechanisms already in place that, if fully implemented, will help achieve the goals of the Paris
Agreement.
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Each country report is given an activity rating based on our 4 point rating system:
**** Moving Ahead
*** Right Direction (needs more work)
** Standing Still
* Falling Behind
Country

Suggested Lead NDC Enhancement Policy

Australia

2019 Quit Coal Bill

Brazil

Brazil’s Paris Agreement Pledge

Canada

Carbon Pricing
Scale-up of Energy Sector Efforts
Elimination of Fossil Fuel Subsidies

China

Emissions Trading System

European Union

Just Transition Policies

France

Transport Sector Policies

Germany

Policies Developed by the New Office of
Energy Transition

India

E-Mobility Policies

Indonesia

Low Carbon Development Initiative

Japan

Promotion of a Hydrogen Society

Mexico

Emissions Trading System

Russia

Draft Federal Law on Reduction of Emissions
and Absorption of Greenhouse Gases

Saudi Arabia

Expansion of Renewable Energy Projects

South Africa

2019 Renewable Resources Plan

South Korea

2nd Basic Plan for Climate Change Response

Thailand

NDC Support Policy Project

Turkey

Renewable Energy Resources Support
Mechanism

United Kingdom

2008 Climate Change Act

United States

Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE)
Standards
California Air Quality Resources Board
Standards
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Australia
The Quit Coal Bill 2019
If you recall from Post 16, Australia currently has no legitimate policies in place to meet its Paris
obligations or to keep global warming to 2 degrees. The current government has two climate
programs: the Climate Solutions Package (CSP) and the Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF). The
ERF has been the subject of intense media scrutiny over whether it actually delivers meaningful
emissions cuts, and has received very few worthwhile applications for funding in the last 12
months. The CSP’s budget was immediately cut post-election in May, and there is still an
argument raging over the government’s intended use of “Kyoto credits.” Put simply, the current
Australian government has no policies (and no intention of legislating otherwise) to meet Paris,
let alone raise its ambition to keep global warming to 1.5 degrees. In the absence of any
credible government policy, we will explore a bill put forward this year by Green Party MP
Adam Bandt and a number of independent crossbenchers: The Coal Prohibition (Quit Coal) Bill
2019.
First introduced in late 2018, the Quit Coal Bill bans the importation or exportation of thermal
coal in Australia from 2030 onwards. The bill makes it an offence to burn coal for power
generation in Australia from 2030, and also immediately bans new mines or the expansion of
existing mines. This is in line with IPCC recommendations to completely phase out the use of
coal by 2030 if we have a hope of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees. The bill is the latest in
a number of Green Party initiatives aiming to curb coal operations in Australia: for example, the
Galilee Basin Prohibition Bill 2018 would have outlawed mining of thermal coal (including the
planned Adani megamine) in the Galilee Basin, the next big potential coal mining region in
Australia.

Activity Rating: * Falling Behind
Sadly, the Green Party’s efforts to introduce climate and coal legislation gets no support from
Australia’s two major political parties. The opposition Labor Party acknowledges the climate
crisis and insists it accepts the scientific recommendations of the IPCC, but makes no attempt to
support legislation that corresponds to a 1.5-degree pathway. The governing Liberal and
National parties still play politics with any attempts to curb the coal industry, portraying the
initiatives as anti-industry and anti-jobs, and playing up the urban vs. regional divide. Indeed,
while the opposition Labor party has recently taken steps to support the declaration of a
climate emergency (voting with the Greens), they then voted with the government on energy
reforms that will allow the Liberal-Nationals to prop up coal-fired power in Australia. The
argument over coal policy has reached such a polarised level in Australia that the Tasmanian
state Liberal government (with the help of their Labor opposition) pledged to support coal
mining there and re-evaluate several lapsed exploration licenses: Tasmania is a highly-forested,
farmland-dominated state where public support for mining in general is nearly zero!
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Action Alert Message:
Dear Mr. Fitzgibbon,
It’s pretty obvious that Australia is not in a healthy place right now with respect to coal policy.
And Labor is not in an easy position: the coal industry still employs thousands of Australians and
is the lifeblood of several key regional areas – including your own electorate. But Labor cannot
continue to hedge between acknowledging the seriousness of the climate emergency and not
acting on the advice of IPCC scientists. And to do what – save an industry that is facing terminal
decline and that is seeking to automate as many jobs as possible? You do coal workers and their
families no favours by pretending the industry has a long-term future and refusing to facilitate a
transition to what comes next. And cowing to the Coalition’s polarising rhetoric around coal &
climate action? Please – you and your party are better than that.
We urge you to work with the Greens and parliamentary crossbenchers who are devising plans
to wean Australia off coal and create sound climate policy. You don’t have to support bills called
“Quit Coal” or “Coal Prohibition” – but please appreciate that these measures are
acknowledging the fact that Australia must wind down its coal industry by 2030 and stop
further expansion immediately. And the Greens understand that a just transition is needed,
having devised a plan for a national transition fund to help ease the financial burden on coal
workers as we move onto the next step. Independents are pushing a new national plan for
tackling the effects of climate change on agriculture, and also a national strategy for the health
impacts of climate change. These are all fertile policy areas Labor can work with to build a
holistic approach to climate change and limit global heating to a safe level. The Coalition has no
credible plans for dealing with the climate crisis, but there are others in the parliament working
hard to protect our future. We urge you to work with them to create a better life for your
constituents.
Contact
Joal Fitzgibbon, Shadow Minister for Agriculture & Resources
Joel.Fitzgibbon.MP@aph.gov.au
https://twitter.com/fitzhunter
https://www.facebook.com/JoelFitzgibbonMP
Learn More:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-17/australian-emissions-reduction-fund-dataanalysis/11164476
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/aug/02/coalitions-emissions-reductionfund-labelled-a-joke-after-first-post-election-auction
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/22/australia-is-the-only-country-usingcarryover-climate-credits-officials-admit
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https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/nov/16/greens-policy-would-outlawthermal-coal-as-it-is-no-longer-compatible-with-human-life
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result
?bId=r6296
https://reneweconomy.com.au/greens-push-bill-to-prohibit-coal-funding-pre-empting-ungimoney-for-vales-point-40887/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-10/tasmania-mining-future-raises-farmersconcerns/11590340
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Australia Country Manager Julian Atchison.

Brazil
Brazil’s Paris Agreement Pledge
When signing the Paris Agreement, Brazil made ambitious commitments which represent one
of the largest undertakings by a single country: overall, the country intends to reduce 66% of its
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of GDP by 2025 and 75% by 2030, both in relation to 2005
levels.
Brazil’s NDC pledge to the Paris Agreement provides strategies through which Brazil seeks to
reach its greenhouse gas emission goals. These strategies include:
-

-

Increasing the share of sustainable biofuels in the Brazilian energy mix to
approximately 18% by 2030, by expanding biofuel consumption, increasing ethanol
supply (including by increasing the share of advanced biofuels), and increasing the
share of biodiesel in the diesel mix;
In land use changes and forests, strengthening and enforcing the implementation of
the Forest Code, at federal, state, and municipal levels;
Strengthening policies and measures with a view to achieve, in the Brazilian
Amazonia, zero illegal deforestation by 2030 and compensating for greenhouse gas
emissions from legal suppression of vegetation by 2030;
Restoring and reforesting 12 million hectares of forests by 2030, for multiple
purposes;
Enhancing sustainable native forest management systems, through georeferencing
and tracking systems applicable to native forest management, with a view to curbing
illegal and unsustainable practices;
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-

In the energy sector, achieving 45% of renewables in the energy mix by 2030;
Expanding the use of renewable energy sources other than hydropower in the total
energy mix to between 28% and 33% by 2030;
Expanding the use of non-fossil fuel energy sources domestically, and increasing the
share of renewables (other than hydropower) in the power supply to at least 23% by
2030, including by raising the share of wind, biomass, and solar; and
Achieving 10% efficiency gains in the electricity sector by 2030.

Brazil already has one of the largest and most successful biofuel programs to date, including
cogeneration of electricity using biomass. Also, both Brazilian energy and electricity mixes
consist of 40% renewables (75% renewables in its electricity supply), which amounts to three
times the world average in renewables, and more than four times the OECD average. This
already qualifies Brazil as a low-carbon economy.
However, in terms of land use and reforestation goals, Brazil is lagging behind. And, most
concerning, this is the most carbon intensive sector in Brazil. As per SEEG system – Sistema de
Estimativas de Emissões e Remoções de Gases de Efeito Estufa1, 48% of total Brazilian GHG
emissions are deployed by these activities.
Between 2004 and 2014, Brazil has achieved the most impressive results of any country in
reducing emissions from deforestation, mainly by reducing the deforestation rate in the
Brazilian Amazonia by 82%. However data show that since then, rates of deforestation have
jumped again. Between August 2017 and July 2018, 7,900 square kilometers (3,100 square
miles) were deforested in Brazil – a 13.7% rise over the previous year and the largest area
cleared since 2008, and in June 2019 deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon rainforest rose
more than 88%, compared with the same month in 2018.
These figures are a reflection of several issues that have been surging in Brazil, such as a
weakened economy and pressure from the logging industry. However, most importantly, we
are now witnessing a lack of political support for climate change policies from Brazil’s most
relevant politicians, including Ricardo Salles, Brazil´s environment Minister, and Jair Bolsonaro,
Brazil´s president.

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still
Given the local political context, it is unrealistic to think that, in the short term, Brazil will
demonstrate the needed political engagement to fight back against deforestation and
unsustainable land use. However, at the same time, there is a growing and strengthening
environmental social consciousness that, in some sense, offsets the lack of support for sensible
climate change policies from the country’s leaders. This social consciousness also encompasses
private commercial businesses and best-in-class companies. What Brazil lacks is more sensible
political leadership.
1

http://seeg.eco.br/
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Action Alert Message:
Dear Mr. Salles,
Brazil has just gone through a serious climate-related crisis, showing how fragile our institutions
are in this regard. Climate change is real and we, as holders of the largest biodiverse region in
the world, should take it more seriously instead of denying it or, worse, condoning it. It is
undeniable that Brazil holds a sustainable energy/electricity mix and very successful programs
aimed at diminishing the share of carbon-based fuels in the national transportation system.
However, Brazil still lacks engagement regarding its control, monitoring, surveillance, and
compliance with land use and forestry policies. Therefore, you, as the Minister of Environment,
should empower oversight bodies and guarantee the enforcement of the National Forestry
Code.
Contact
Mr. Ricardo Salles, Minister of Environment
Telefones: (61) 2028-1057/1289/1422
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bloco B, 5º andar
70068-900 - Brasília – DF
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Brazil Country Manager Rafael Gersely

Canada
Carbon Pricing; Scale-up of Efforts to Reduce Energy Sector Emissions and
Elimination of Fossil Fuel Subsidies
Canada was one of the first countries to sign and ratify the Paris Agreement. The Canada PanCanadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change (PCF) was adopted on December 9,
2016, putting in place a plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GGE) and meet its Paris
Agreement targets to reduce GGE by 30% below 2005 levels by 2030, or to 523 Megatonnes
(Mt).
However, Canada’s pledge is currently not in line with limiting global warming to 1.5°C by 2030.
The World Resources Institute indicates global emissions need to drop by 40 to 50%. Climate
Action Tracker’s analysis says Canada’s current plans are “insufficient” even with the PCF. They
calculate 2030 projections need to be 327 Mt, not 523 Mt.
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At the end of December 2018, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change outlined PCF
actions to date, including a price on pollution; work to phase out coal power; investment in
green infrastructure, such as light rail and an electric-vehicle charging network; doubling the
amount of protected nature by 2020; reducing plastic pollution; overhauling the federal
environmental assessment regime; working to make buildings more efficient; and creating a
new clean fuel standard to lower fuel carbon intensity used in transport, buildings, and
industry.
We previously acknowledged, and still agree, that leading policies fully implemented will go the
farthest in helping Canada become 1.5 degrees C compliant by 2030 include:
1. Carbon pricing continuation and strengthening;
2. Scaling up of efforts to reduce energy sector emissions, noting that underway is an
accelerated coal phase-out, methane regulations for oil and gas production, and a
national clean fuel standard. Canada also has a 90% renewable energy target committed
to 2030, already moving ahead.
3. Eliminating fossil fuel subsidies proposed by 2025.
Our reasoning for the above is based on the high emissions generated by these energy uses.
Other agencies have similar lists. For instance, on October 18, Policy Options researcher
Caroline Brouillette prioritized the federal Clean Fuel Standard; carbon pricing; federal
regulation to eliminate coal-burning power plants by 2030; and additional regulations on
energy efficiency.
Brouillette said that overcoming emissions reduction barriers means preventing polluting
activities from moving to provinces where the cost of carbon pollution is cheaper. Other
obstacles to factor in are Ontario’s withdrawal from the Quebec-California carbon market, its
elimination of renewable energy investment, and adoption of a less ambitious climate plan,
which will add another 30 Mt to Canada’s carbon emissions between now and 2030.
In addition, Alberta’s new government’s key promise to scrap the existing provincial carbon tax
was fulfilled in June as their first act. Alberta just released a new climate plan imposing a capand-trade system on large (over 100,000 T) industrial emitters with looser compliance, and new
research projects while continuing to defend oil and gas production.
The Ontario and Saskatchewan Courts of Appeal ruled that the federal Greenhouse Gas
Pollution Pricing Act is constitutional. Both provinces – Ontario and Alberta – are appealing
these decisions. While provinces have the power to establish emissions measures, only
Parliament can institute national standards. We need a continuation of current federal climate
policies and all Canadian provinces in the national carbon pricing scheme.
For more details, read Climate Action Network Canada’s recent assessment of policy tools at
https://climateactionnetwork.ca/2019/06/14/getting-real-about-canadas-climate-plan/. To
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make the PCF more accountable, the Network confirms we need science-based targets and a
strategy in our climate plan that explains how to reach our Paris Agreement commitment.

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction
Canada needs to ensure 1.5°C compliancy by 2030 and consider adapting recommendations
that Climate Scorecard is putting forward to achieve this goal. With Canada’s recent election,
expectations are the new minority Liberal government will work alongside like-minded parties
to commit to its net-zero emissions promise for 2050.

Action Alert Message:
To request action on these lead policies within the PCF, please contact Minister Catherine
McKenna, with the following message:
We agree with Climate Action Network that Canada should lead public discussion of the climate
crisis away from partisan politics, to a national dialogue that connects peoples’ realities with
science and equity-based facts. Appointing an independent expert panel to initiate and review
climate policy and a cross-partisan committee on climate change will help enable this goal.
Contact
The Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Email: EC.MINISTRE-MINISTER.EC@CANADA.CA
Mail: 200 Sacré-Coeur Boulevard, Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0H3
Tel: 819-938-3860 or toll-free: 1-800-668-6767
For more information, please email Climate Scorecard Canadian Country Manager: Diane Szoller
at Canada@climatescorecard.org.

China
Emissions Trading System
On 30 September 2019 the Chinese Ministry of Ecology and Environment (MEE) released a trial
plan for allocating emissions allowances to the power sector as a next step in the rollout of
China’s national Emissions Trading System (ETS).
China’s Emissions Trading System is a major government effort to address climate change and
cap CO2 emissions in China. Unlike other policies, such as the Environmental Protection Law
which focuses on specifics such as penalizing waste water pollution from industry, illegal leaks,
and discharge of waste air, or the Power Sector Reform, which focuses on the energy
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generating industry, the ETS program targets a broad range of industries, and specifically their
emissions. The original scope would have included some 6,000 companies across seven heavy
industries. In 2013 ETS pilots were introduced in Shanghai, Beijing, Tianjin, Shenzhen,
Guangdong, Hubei, and Chongqing to trial different types of trading and to learn from these
pilots. The aim is to avoid the mistakes that have plagued the other ETS. In 2018 China and the
EU agreed on a regular policy dialogue on ETS experiences. As of the end of June 2019, a total
of about 330 million metric tons of carbon emissions allowances have been traded for roughly
US $1 billion.
The ETS rolled out nationwide in 2017, albeit with a smaller scope. Originally including 6,000
companies across seven industries, now only ~1,700 energy sector companies are included.
Rollout is expected in three phases:
Phase 1: development of market infrastructures
Phase 2: simulation trading to start at the end of 2019
Phase 3: deepening and expanding of industries and allowances spot trading for
compliance purposes
The trial plan provides the basis for further refinement of the allocation plan for the upcoming
simulation phase, which has been delayed to early 2020. It lays out necessary capacity building
and rules for the effective management of CO2 trading within the energy sector. It also sets
allocation standards for power-generating plants based on standard coal, unconventional coal,
and gas, but exempts oil-operated power plants. Emissions allocations are set at 70% of CO2
emissions per MWh output based on actual 2018 installed production capacity for power
plants. Only CO2 emissions are traded; other CO2 equivalents have not yet been factored in.
China has so far shied away from setting absolute emission caps. It has opted for
carbon intensity-based targets to cut emissions per unit of GDP. The just-released trial plan
calculates CO2 emissions per unit of output (MWh) but does not set absolute caps for an entire
power plant. Companies that increase production volume due to market demand are thus still
allowed to grow their overall emissions, if not grow their emissions per unit of output. This
allocation method puts into question its effectiveness in contributing to overall lower CO2
emissions.
He Jiankun, deputy director of China's National Expert Committee on Climate Change,
announced recently that China plans to extend its national carbon trading market to seven
other industries from 2021 to 2025. These include companies with total power consumption of
10,000 tons of standard coal in the petrochemical, civil aviation, and papermaking industries
during the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025).

Activity Rating: * Falling Behind
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The ETS is a crucial piece in achieving China’s climate goals as it is expected to provide marketbased incentives for companies to reduce their emissions. However, the much-touted program
is progressing more slowly than originally announced and planned. The Chinese government
has scaled down from the original set of target industries to focus on power-generating
companies first in the nationwide rollout of the ETS. And even within the energy sector the
focus lies on coal- and gas-fired plants, while excluding other crucial power-generating plants.
Furthermore, it remains an open question as to whether a focus on reducing carbon intensity
will suffice to achieve emissions reduction goals that can limit temperature change to below
1.50C by 2030. So far China has preferred intensity-based targets to cut emissions per unit of
GDP in favour of absolute emissions caps so as not to stifle continued overall economic growth.
Given China’s size, the complexity of its industrial structure, and the continued need for
economic development, implementing a workable, transparent, and accountable ETS is a
Herculean task. The Chinese government would do well to put in place adequate resources to
speed up ETS rollout and focus on solving open questions such as overall emissions caps, data
transparency and monitoring, legal foundation, industry integration, etc.

Action Alert Message:
To whom it may concern,
We commend China on having proposed a comprehensive and far-reaching Emissions Trading
System and its ensuing rollout across the nation. We acknowledge that, given China’s size,
complexity of industry structure, and the need for continued economic development, the task of
implementation is immensely difficult. And because the ETS promises to be a crucial mechanism
to bring down CO2 emissions, it is of utmost importance that China continues to pursue
implementation as quickly and comprehensively as possible. This means speeding up
implementation of the ETS, further enhancing data transparency and monitoring, creating an
absolute emission cap, including all greenhouse gases, and including all relevant industries. The
Government of China should put a high priority on the implementation of this program by
making adequate resources and manpower available for this task.
Contact
Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the People’s Republic of China
Website to leave a message: http://www.mee.gov.cn/hdjl/bzxxzs_1/
Learn More:
•
•
•

Position Paper of the Petrochemicals, Chemicals and Refining Working Group in: European
Business in China Position Paper, European Chamber of Commerce, Shanghai, 2019/2020
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/news/emissions-trading-european-commission-and-china-holdfirst-policy-dialogue_en
China releases trial plan for national ETS allocation in: https://icapcarbonaction.com/en/newsarchive/671-china-releases-trial-plan-for-national-ets-allocation;
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•

•
•

2019 年发电行业重点排放单位 (含自备电厂、热电联产)二氧化碳排放 配额分配实施方案
(2019 Implementation Plan for CO2 emissions Quota Allocation of important power generating
industries) in:
http://www.mee.gov.cn/xxgk2018/xxgk/xxgk06/201909/W020190930789281533906.pdf)
“Additional industries to get carbon trading” Hou Liangqi in: China Daily, 21.9.2019
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201909/21/WS5d857b15a310cf3e3556cb81.html)
“Q&A: How will China’s new carbon trading scheme work?” in:
https://www.carbonbrief.org/qa-how-will-chinas-new-carbon-trading-scheme-work)

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard China Country Manager Annette Wiedenbach.
Contact: awiedenbach@gmx.de

European Union
Just Transition Policies
The Paris Agreement acknowledges that the countries of the world are at different stages of
preparedness for climate change. It also prompts governments to take the necessary steps to
keep global warming since pre industrialization time to 1.5 degrees Celsius, implying an energy
transition to phase out and cut emissions from the most polluting fossil fuels such as coal. Coal
remains one of the EU’s most important energy sources, meeting 17% of EU primary energy
demand, while mining coal employs more than 185,000 people. The European Union has
pledged to reduce its carbon emission by 40% below 1990 levels by 2030 and has requested its
Member States to deliver on the coal energy phase out, and to clarify which mode and
technology of renewable energy will substitute coal energy production.
Despite that, an alarm was triggered in June 2019 that Europe might be missing the mark under
the Paris climate deal. Only 8 out of the 28 EU Member States have committed to phase out
coal-powered electricity by 2030. France is intending to phase out coal by 2022 while Italy and
Ireland are targeting 2025. Denmark, Spain, Portugal, Finland, and the Netherlands are
targeting 2030. The impact of these pledges is limited as the eight countries account for less
than 20% of the EU’s total installed coal capacity. Germany, EU’s most powerful economy and
largest polluter, has set 2038 as a target to phase out its coal energy power plants, which
accounts for 30% of EU total emissions. Poland, which accounts for more than 83% of the hard
coal production in the EU, still has not clarified its position. This reflects disparities between the
different regions of Europe when it comes to energy transitions. Some regions are more
dependent than others on coal mining or carbon-intensive industries. Others have better
connections to energy infrastructure or transport networks.

12

The European Commission is concerned that all member states of the EU win in the transition
to a sustainable future for Europe’s industries and infrastructures. In the context of the EU’s
Cohesion Policy (a strategy to promote the “harmonious development” of EU Member states),
the European Commission decided to launch two initiatives to address the industrial and
climate challenges faced by these regions.
Coal and carbon-intensive regions:
EC has launched a series of country teams to support pilot projects that support coal regions in
their transition efforts. Their role is to facilitate the exchange of best practices and to discuss
strategies and projects with a potential to kick-start the transition process. Today, they deliver
assistance to 13 pilot regions in 7 Member States: Germany, Poland, Spain, Romania, Greece,
Slovakia, and the Czech Republic. Coal regions in Slovakia and Greece benefit from technical
assistance to develop long-term transition strategies, while in Germany, Poland, and Czechia,
EC provides guidance to develop and finance identified priority projects. Furthermore, a
dedicated secretariat for the coal regions in transition was established earlier this year.
Industrial transition regions:
EC offers region-specific support for boosting innovation of regions in industrial transition to a
more sustainable low-carbon economy. 12 test regions were selected in Finland, France, Italy,
Spain, Slovenia, Germany, Sweden, Lithuania, and the UK. EC addresses social changes brought
by this transition and proposes vocational and other training paths towards new or adapted job
profiles.

Activity Rating: * Falling Behind
The EU has established policies to help the block meet its commitment to the Paris agreement.
However, without the willingness of the governments of the 28 Member States, achieving EU
goals in its different regions and countries is still a big challenge. While some countries such as
France and Germany are establishing themselves as leaders to fight climate change, other
countries are relying on the achievements of others to meet EU commitments. Despite the fact
that the EC recognizes those disparities, actions taken to date are not enough. The EC needs to
provide greater support to ensure that each Member State is doing its fair share to meet the
EU’s Paris Agreement pledge.

Action Alert Message:
Dear Mr. Arias Cañete,
We would like to express our deep concern regarding actions taken by the European
Commission regarding its policy to reduce carbon emissions from the most polluting source of
energy production: coal. We acknowledge EC efforts regarding this matter and its recognition of
the difficult situation some regions of the EU will be facing in order to achieve a successful
13

transition while limiting its negative consequences. We believe that the EC needs to ensure that
all EU Member States are fully engaged and working towards reducing carbon emissions. We
believe that setting a target on an EU level is not enough. Rather, looking at each Member State
individually in order to recognize its unique situation and challenges could be more effective.
Also, ensuring the engagement of each government is crucial at this critical moment of our
history which needs to secure a clean and healthy environment for our and future generations.
We are looking forward to working on climate action together.
Best Regards,
[insert name]
Contact
Mr. Arias Cañete
EU Commissioner for Energy and Climate Action
European Commission
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200
1049 Brussels
Belgium
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard EU Country Manager Ibrahim Abdel-Ati.

France
Transport Sector Policies
For France to reach compliance with the Paris Agreement by 2030 and to remain within the 1.5degree Celsius limit, the most important policy area to focus on is transport. 31% of the total
greenhouse gas emissions in France originate from the transport sector, and the sector’s
emissions have shown no sign of decreasing in the past decade. Of the sectoral emissions, 52%
derive from cars, 19% from heavy goods vehicles, and 19% from commercial vehicles. The
remaining 10% comes from public transport, water transport, domestic flights (international
flights are not counted in the emissions), and other sources. Against this background, the
transport sector presents itself as the one where climate policy measures are both most
needed and have the most potential for making a significant difference.
Two interrelated policy instruments have been particularly relevant in this regard. The first of
these is the carbon tax (Contribution Climat-Énergie, CCE). Carbon taxes, imposed on fossil fuels
in proportion to their carbon content, have been heavily endorsed by leading economists as
‘the most cost-effective lever to reduce carbon emissions at the scale and speed that is
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necessary’. Research findings provide support this argument, showing reduced levels of
emissions in countries and regions where a tax is in use. In France, the carbon tax was set at
€7/CO2-tonne at the launch of the system in 2014, rising to €44.60 by 2018. However, during
this timeframe the tax apparently had no effect on curbing emissions, in part due to global oil
prices simultaneously dropping to a 10-year low and neutralising the tax mark-up. In 2018,
President Emmanuel Macron’s plans to raise the tax to €86.20/CO2-tonne by 2022 was
perceived as socially unjust and met with violent protests by the yellow vests movement. The
tax increase was consequently discarded, and the entire carbon tax system suspended.
A second path to tackle transport sector emissions is the Mobility Law (Loi mobilités, LOM)
adopted in September 2019. The new initiative sets out a more comprehensive reform of the
transport sector, addressing the daily needs of citizens and the lack of means of transport other
than private cars in large parts of the country. The Law foresees €13.4 billion of public
investment in transport in 2018-2022 (up by 40% from the previous five-year period), with a
focus on commute infrastructure, facilitating the use of bicycles and electric cars, and bolstering
pooling, sharing, and public transport solutions to replace private driving. Compared to the
carbon tax instrument, the Mobility Law provides solutions that are socially sustainable and
democratically feasible, but also slower and likely less effective.
Environmentalist organisations, while welcoming the initiative, have criticised the Mobility Law
for lacking ambition, determination, and resources to effectively combat climate change.
Climate Scorecard concurs with these assessments and supports reinstituting a carbon tax
beside the Mobility Law. However, in order for social sustainability goals to be met, the new
carbon tax should be introduced in a climate income framework. Climate income imposes a
carbon tax on the sale of fossil fuels, and then distributes the revenue of this tax over the entire
population as a monthly income or regular payment, thus overcoming the social justice
problems of the tax.

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction
Climate Scorecard sees that France is making cautious progress to reduce the greenhouse gas
emissions in its most problematic sector. The elimination of the carbon tax was a defeat in this
respect, but the Mobility Law does seek to take active steps towards emissions cuts. We urge
the French Government to ensure that the Mobility Law will indeed be effective against
emissions and recommend the reinstitution of the carbon tax under a climate income system.

Action Alert Message:
Write to the President of France, Mr. Emmanuel Macron, and Ministers for the Ecological and
Inclusive Transition, Ms. Élisabeth Borne, Ms. Brune Poirson, and Ms. Emmanuelle Wargon:
Dear Mr. President, Dear Ms. Ministers,
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The Loi mobilités initiative adopted in September 2019 is a commendable step in attempting to
address the outstanding challenges of climate change and social polarisation and inequality. We
advise you to take all applicable measures to ensure that the LOM will be implemented
efficiently and effectively, with concrete indicators and milestones in place and a detailed plan
for how to reach those milestones. Public support for the initiative should be safeguarded
through transparency, clear communication, and strong stakeholder inclusion.
More importantly still, we urge you to reintroduce a carbon tax through a climate income
system. The carbon tax is the most effective way of tackling emissions, and a climate income
system, wherein the tax revenue is distributed over the entire population as regular payment, is
a socially just way of enacting it.
With our respectful and best regards,
[sign name]
Contact
Mr. Emmanuel Macron
Website: http://www.elysee.fr/ecrire-au-president-de-la-republique/
Ms. Élisabeth Borne
Email: elisabeth.borne@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr
Ms. Brune Poirson
Email: brune.poirson@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr
Ms. Emmanuelle Wargon
Email: emmanuelle.wargon@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard France Country Manager Anna Savolainen.

Germany
Policies Developed by the New Office of Energy Efficiency
In 2009, the Ministry for Economy and Energy decided to form a new Department within the
federal Bureau of Economy and Exports. The newly formed department ‘Bundesstelle für
Energieeffizienz’ (Office for energy efficiency) was given the task of monitoring, evaluating, and
auditing the existing energy measures within Germany and drafting annual status reports on
energy use within the country. Furthermore, the office has been tasked with listing and
updating programmes and measures that show energy solutions with increased efficiency
within all sectors. It is through this department and the federal Bureau of Economy and Exports
that individual citizens, communities, industries, and private enterprises can apply for funding
and support. The types of grants given include the following:
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Private households can get support in the following areas: Advice on measures for energy
efficiency within the private household, purchase of electric vehicle, investment in an electricity
generating heating system, and the use of combined heating, cooling, and power systems.
Communities can apply for grants and subsidies when investing in more energy efficient
housing or renewable public transport alternatives, and are eligible for professional advice on
increasing energy efficiency.
Companies and industries: As with individual households and communities, the private sector
can apply for financial assistance when seeking support for more efficient measures within the
company. Additionally, multiple opportunities exist to subsidize the investment in renewable
heating systems, the insulation of facilities, the purchase of electric vehicles, and the usage of
more efficient air conditioning systems. Finally, unlike communities and individual citizens,
enterprises can apply for support when piloting energy alternatives that are to be tested and
implemented in private households.
The biggest issue with regard to funding opportunities by the government is regulations that
need to be met in order to be eligible for funding, particularly in the housing sector. If an
individual household is to be renovated or insulated, the required standards are so
extraordinarily high that the costs usually outweigh the benefits. Any investment has to
coincide with the office’s set guidelines; only the specific heating systems or similar can be
purchased.
The government needs to increase funding measures and make the application processes less
bureaucratic, more transparent, and more easily accessible to each individual. Rather than only
supporting the ‘nationally’ certified products, the government should be open to other
alternatives as well, if accessed by a certified consultant. Household and community investment
in renewable energy sources should become cheaper than non-renewable ones. Grants should
also be given to parties that reduce their energy consumption in general by simply being more
aware.

Activity Rating: * Falling Behind
Based on the way the current office and funding system operates, the chances of becoming 1.5
degrees Celsius compliant is not feasible, but the ‘initiative’ is the right one. We need to
encourage everyone to invest in renewable energy alternatives to improve the housing
situation, to save energy wherever possible, and to become carbon neutral in every sector. This
can, at this stage, only be achieved with a transparent, easily accessible funding system. The
office for energy efficiency needs to work on its outreach and become more interactive with,
and responsive to, the needs of communities, businesses, and individual households. Local
governments need to become more aware of the measures and opportunities that exist and
support individuals to take advantage of funding opportunities.
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Action Alert Message:
Mr. Safarik,
As President of the Federal Office of Economy and Exports, you must act upon the newly
endorsed climate packet of the German government. Transparency, direct outreach, and
support is required from your staff and office to encourage citizens to invest in insulation of their
private homes and engage with communities to improve their public infrastructure. More
investment is needed in renewable technologies and energy efficient resources. The Federal
Office of Economy and Exports is in a unique position where it can advise individuals,
communities, and private investors. With your active engagement, Germany can increase the
adoption of sustainable practices and remain a leading example of sustainable energy programs
in the EU.
Contact
Torsten Safarik (President)
Frankfurter Straße 29 – 35
65760 Eschborn
Telefon: 06196 908-2664
Email: poststelle@bafa.bund.de
Learn More:
Link to the website of the office for energy efficiency:
https://www.bfee-online.de/BfEE/DE/BfEE/Aktivitaeten/aktivitaeten_node.html
Link to activities and sectors eligible for support:
https://www.bfee-online.de/BfEE/DE/Foerderung/foerderung_node.html
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Germany Country Manager Berit Mohr

India
E-Mobility Policies
In a rapidly transforming mobility paradigm, India has some inherent strengths and
comparative advantages. The country also has little of the legacy of resource-blind mobility,
unlike other economies of similar nature. India also has fewer vehicles per capita than other
major economies without carrying much of the baggage of other economies that were built on
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the back of private car ownership. This gives India a window of opportunity to create an allnew, seamless mobility ecosystem.
On the technology front, India’s strengths lie in information technology, big data, digital
payments, and the internet-enabled shared economy. These elements are increasingly
becoming the drivers of the global future of mobility.
India’s renewable energy push would ensure that the environmental benefits of electric
mobility can be fully realized as the country plans to draw 175 gigawatts of energy from
renewables by 2022. It is already the fifth largest producer of solar energy in the world while
also being the sixth largest producer of renewable energy. India has also championed the cause
of solar energy globally through the International Solar Alliance. Additionally, India has a fast
growing manufacturing base, especially in the automotive sector.
“I am convinced that the ‘Mobility Revolution’ is an enabler of our growth and development.
When India transforms mobility, it benefits one fifth of mankind. It also becomes a scaled
success story, for others to replicate,” stated Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in one of his
addresses to private sector representatives.
In this context, India’s commitment towards limiting global warming to less than 2 degrees C by
2030 looks well within reach with its focused approach towards building a scalable low-carbon
pathway by 2050.
New Public Policy on Electric Vehicles
Power ministry issues revised norms for Electric Vehicles (EV) charging infrastructure to boost emobility
The Indian government recently approved amendments in guidelines and specifications for
charging infrastructure. These revised guidelines and specifications shall supersede the earlier
guidelines and standards issued by the Ministry of Power on December 14, 2018.
A phase-wise installation of a network of charging infrastructure throughout the country has
been envisaged in the new guidelines to ensure that at least one charging station should be
available in a grid of 3 km X 3 km in cities and one charging station at every 25 km on both sides
of highways and roads.
In addressing the concerns of inter-city travels and long range and/or heavy duty EVs such as
buses and trucks, it has been provided that fast-charging stations shall be installed at every 100
km on each side of the highways and roads. Further, important highways connected with each
megacity may also be taken up for coverage.
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Introduction of a new set of guidelines to provide charging infrastructure for electric vehicles
portends well both as an incentive for new entrants in this segment and also for people willing
and open to buying e-vehicles.
Policy constraints and potential solutions
The electric mobility policy that the Indian government has come out to implement is not
without its own set of challenges. These challenges basically revolve around establishing the
infrastructure of charging stations, especially in urban areas where development plans have not
been organized, giving way to disruption in services and discouraging people from investing in
e-vehicles.

Activity Rating: **** Moving Forward
Indian government has thus far come out with one of the most comprehensive electric mobility
policy frameworks backed by institutional mechanisms, structural changes, and subsidies to
those willing and open to transition with attractive subsidy schemes and financial and nonfinancial incentives. E-mobility in India is also being promoted as a status symbol and a way by
which people can care for their immediate community and environment. With government also
providing fiscal incentives to car makers, ancillary units, and reduction in corporate taxation, it
is expected that India will within 5 years lead the electric mobility transition.

Action Alert Message:
As India is uniquely positioned with respect to its electric mobility policies, corresponding actions
and fiscal incentives will indeed be helpful for incentivizing manufacturers of electric vehicles
and its end users alike. In order to build mass awareness about climate and the environment,
the Indian union minister of environment, forests, and climate change is requested to put in
place a regular monitoring mechanism to periodically assess the progress being made for
required e-mobility infrastructure. This will not only be effective in reducing climate- and
environment-related risks but will also strengthen the country’s commitment to become 2
degrees C compliant by the year 2030, if not earlier.
Contact
Mr. Prakash Javadekar, Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of
India, Email: mefcc@gov.in
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard India Country Manager Pooran Chandra Pandey

Indonesia
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Low Carbon Development Initiative
Indonesia developed Rencana Aksi Nasional GRK (RAN GRK), which translates to Regional Action
Plan for Reducing Carbon Emissions, in 2011. It is a national policy that requires every province
to submit a plan to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 2020. For provinces, RAN-GRKs are
referred to as RAD-GRKS (Rencana Aksi Daerah GRK). RAD-GRKs are essentially the provincial
version of NDCs. It is now unclear what the state of the policy is. It was renewed in 2017 to help
achieve Indonesia’s 30% emissions reduction target by 2030. However, Bappenas Director of
Environment stated in 2017 that the policy should be replaced and that provincial budgets do
not follow RAD-GRKs.
In a recent World Resources Institute analysis, most of the provinces are well below their stated
targets. East Java, Bengkulu, and South Sulawesi have increased their GHG emissions in the past
five years and have even passed their emissions threshold for 2020. As East Java industrializes
further, it will be increasingly difficult for it to meet its pledge unless it can implement green
technologies and energy sources. Industrial emissions make up 30% of East Java’s total
emissions. For many of the other, more rural provinces, land management is key.
While many provinces have not exceeded their emissions thresholds, it is highly unlikely that
any will reach their 2020 targets. Bappenas has recently detailed the Low Carbon Development
Initiative (LCDI) which will coordinate sections of society and identify development polices that
maintain economic growth, decrease poverty, meet sector development targets, and ensure
Indonesia is meeting its climate reductions targets. The LCDI, or PRK, could reinvigorate or
replace the provincial RAD-GRK plans.
Bappenas claims that LCDIs could bring about 6% GDP growth per year until 2045, cut GHG
emissions by 45% by 2030, and protect 16 million hectares of forest by 2045.

Activity Rating: * Falling Behind
Having largely failed to meet the RAD-GRK targets, the provinces should adopt PRKs with
Bappenas for the 2020-2024 period. This will set the provinces on a trajectory to helping
Indonesia become 1.5 degrees Celsius compliant by 2030.

Action Alert Message:
Indonesia’s provinces have for the most part failed to reach their 2020 RAD-GRK targets.
In a decentralized democracy, Indonesia’s provinces are vital to ensuring the country is 1.5
degrees Celsius compliant by 2030.
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To revive the RAD-GRK plans, Indonesia’s provinces must adopt low carbon development plans
(PRKs) for the 2020-2024 period. These plans should commit to emissions reductions on a nonBAU scheme, ideally with a base year in the early 2000s or late 1990s. PRKs integrate PRK
targets within other provincial social and economic policy. To ensure PRK targets are being met,
provinces must, from the offset, develop evaluation and monitoring systems.
We encourage Bappenas and the RAD-GRK secretariat to develop low carbon development
plans in all Indonesian provinces to compliment or replace existing provincial emissions
reductions policies.
Contact
Send to RAD-GRK secretariat: info@sekretariat-rangrk.org AND
Bappenas in this contact form: https://www.bappenas.go.id/id/kontak/
Learn More:
The PRK: https://www.bappenas.go.id/id/berita-dan-siaran-pers/pembangunan-rendahkarbon-pergeseranparadigma-menuju-ekonomi-hijau-di-indonesia/
RAD-GRK secretariat website: http://ranradgrk.bappenas.go.id/rangrk/
West Papua’s PRK: http://ranradgrk.bappenas.go.id/rangrk/index.php/home/article_detail/27
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Indonesia Country Manager Tristan Grupp

Japan
Promotion of a “Hydrogen Society”
The Japanese government has been initiating gatherings of experts to develop strategies for
realizing a “hydrogen society.” These efforts are influencing a narrative that Japan will be the
first country to build the necessary infrastructure for hydrogen.
However, setting up hydrogen stations is very costly (construction cost, operation cost,
components cost, etc.) and technologies for electrifying and liquefying hydrogen still need
improvements.
The government needs to signal strong political will to the private sector that hydrogen is the
key to the future society they envision. This way, corporations could be convinced that
hydrogen is a valuable resource to invest in. Private sector support will lead to an increase in
hydrogen R&D and eventually to innovation. Promoting hydrogen as a medium of energy
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transport will also resolve storage issues associated with solar and wind power, and improve
the capacity for renewable energy.

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction
The movement towards a hydrogen society is gaining momentum but more needs to be done.
Now is an ideal time to test new hydrogen technology in Tokyo so it can be highlighted at the
upcoming Tokyo Olympic games.

Action Alert Message:
Dear Tokyo Metropolitan Government,
We appreciate your effort in utilizing fuel cell buses for the public transport in the Tokyo area. As
it is the perfect timing to appeal to the international society, we further demand that you
promote hydrogen not only in mobility but also as a medium of transporting electricity. We
hope you become a role model for other cities both within and outside of Japan.
Contact
Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Mayor’s secretary office: S000003@section.metro.tokyo.jp
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Japan Country Manager Yukiko Nukina.

Mexico
Emissions Trading System
Among the options for climate change mitigation are instruments that assign economic value to
GHG emissions to reduce the activities that generate them. These instruments assign a price to
carbon emissions, usually in the most polluting sectors, such as power generation and
construction. One of these instruments is the Emissions Trading System (ETS). This scheme
works under a cap and trade principle, where the government sets a limit, or cap, on the total
emissions of one or more sectors of the economy. Companies in these sectors must have a
permit for every ton of emissions they generate. They can receive or buy permits, and thus
trade with other companies, allowing for emissions reductions to take place in the most costeffective way. Governments may allocate some permits free of charge and auction others; they
may also set a minimum and maximum price for permits and allow offsets.
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Mexico has engaged in the creation and implementation of policy and market instruments to
boost the productive sector participation in GHG emissions reductions. It is so that the National
Climate Change Law, enacted in 2012, mandates the creation of an ETS, Latin America’s first.
In October of this year, the Ministry of Environment published the final rules for the pilot
phase. The pilot will last three years, from January 2020 to December 2022. This phase is
designed to test the rules, develop industry capacities, and identify the necessary adjustments
to pave the way for the operational phase, set to begin in 2023. Hence, the first 3 years will not
involve monetary sanctions.
Facilities emitting more than 25,000 tons of CO2-equivalent are bound to report and generate
inventories for the national emissions registry (RENE), but only industries with direct annual
emissions exceeding 100,000 tCO2 will take part in the pilot phase. This entails around 300
installations belonging to 60 to 70 companies, whose emissions amount to 45% of the national
total. A working ETS can bring business advantages, as companies determine the most effective
GHG reduction measures, some of which may even signify net savings, and harness the
potential of the market. Moreover, the scheme can provide additional funds for the
government, which in turn can be allocated to address social and environmental issues.
The Mexican ETS is a great opportunity for the country, not only to include and boost the
participation of the private sector in climate action, but also to generate cost-effective
mechanisms that contribute to the achievement and enhancement of the Mexican NDC. It is
important to note that the cap is set according to the sectoral mitigation targets, specified in
the NDC, limiting the scheme’s reduction potential to the level of ambition of the NDC, which is
currently not enough to reach the below 2 degrees C goal.
The pilot phase will help test system design and identify required adjustments for the
operational phase, beginning in 2023. Moreover, the Ministry of Environment will do an annual
review of the pilot and publish reports on price behavior and reductions achieved. It is
important for the country to look at international experiences – successful and unsuccessful –
to avoid mistakes such as over-supply, price crash, lack of flexibility, etc.

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction
Although a year late, the Mexican ETS has the potential to drive corporate climate action and
cost-effective mitigation, guaranteeing the contribution of the private sector to national
emissions reduction goals. We applaud the Ministry of Environment’s efforts to involve such
economic sectors, however it is important to note that the scheme’s cap is set according to
NDC mitigation commitments, making the ETS as ambitious as national policy, which is
currently not enough. An enhanced NDC, as well as broader sectoral and emission coverage,
will ensure mitigation efforts are aligned with a below 1.5 degrees C future.

Action Alert Message:
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We ask the government to submit a more ambitious NDC and for it to be reflected on the
working phase of the ETS, set to start on 2023. This is of special significance today, as 2020 is
approaching and signing parties of the Paris Agreement pledged to enhance their NDC every
five years, and to work towards a below 1.5 C future.
Contact
Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources - Victor Manuel Toledo
Email: atencion.ciudadana@semarnat.gob.mx
Website: https://www.gob.mx/semarnat
Telephone: 54900900 Ext. 12000/12076/12001
Address: Ejercito Nacional 223,
Col. Anáhuac, Delegación Miguel Hidalgo,
Ciudad de México, México,
Z.C. 11320
Secretary to the Foreign Affairs Ministry- Marcelo Ebrard
Email: atencionciudadanasre@sre.gob.mx
Website: https://sre.gob.mx/Telephone: (55) 3686 - 5100
Address: Plaza Juárez 20,
Col. Centro, Ciudad de México. C.P. 06010
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Mexico Copuntry Managers Aline Nolasco
Escalona and Valeria Lopez-Portillo

Nigeria
President’s Strategic Plan
President Muhammadu Buhari recently announced strategic plans by his administration to
reverse the negative effects of climate change in Nigeria. The president announced that the
Nigerian government would develop a more robust sectorial action plan and expand the scope
of "our Sovereign Green Bonds in line with our intended upward review of Nigeria's NDC's
towards the inclusion of the water and waste sectors by 2020."
In the water sector, he said that Nigeria would issue a Green Bond for irrigation and construct
multi-purpose dams for power, irrigation, and water supply. Buhari further pledged that his
administration would strengthen solid and liquid waste management systems to attract more
private sector investors.
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President Buhari added, "we will take concrete steps to harness climate innovative ideas by
including youths in the decision-making processes as part of our overall climate governance
architecture. We will mobilize Nigerian youths towards planting 25 million trees to enhance the
country's carbon sink."
In the energy sector, Nigeria is currently diversifying its energy sources from dependence on a
gas-powered system to hydro, solar, wind, biomass, and nuclear sources. Specifically, Nigeria is
progressively working to realize a 30% renewable energy mix by 2030. This is envisaged to lead
to 179 million tons of carbon dioxide reduction per annum by 2030, he said.
Buhari also told the UN summit that his administration would develop a shelterbelt in 11 states
of the federation, spanning a distance of 1,500 km across the Great Green Wall initiative.
Furthermore, he said that the federal government had commenced the implementation of the
Hydrocarbon Pollution Remediation Programme in Ogoniland to recover the carbon sink
potential of the mangrove ecosystem of the 1,000 square kilometers polluted site in the
affected area.
"I should also inform the summit that our government has introduced Climate Smart
Agricultural Practices to unlock 74 million tons of carbon dioxide per annum through relevant
technologies, advocacy and best practices,” he said.

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction
President Buhari’s speech at the UNGA was a breath of fresh air for climate change policies in
Nigeria. It represented a vision with concrete steps for strengthening Nigeria’s ability to reduce
its greenhouse gas emissions. Now the question is whether or not the President will be able to
translate his vision into policies and actions that will make a difference.

Action Alert Message:
Dear President Buhari:
Climate Scorecard commends you for the bold climate change vision for Nigeria that you put
forward at the recent United Nations Climate Summit. We hope that you mean what you say
and that your government will put in place the needed policies and actions to make your vision a
reality.
Contact
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
Facebook @ Muhammadu Buhari
Learn More:

26

http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/law/national-policy-on-climate-change/
https://allafrica.com/stories/201909240092.html
This Post was submitted by Ron Israel, Director of Climate Scorecard, and is based on an article
written by Mohamed Yahya for the United Nations Development Programme.

Russia
Draft Federal Law on State Regulation of Emissions and Absorption of
Greenhouse Gases
Soon after Russia submitted its Instrument of Ratification of the Paris Agreement on Climate
Action to the UN, the Ministry of Economy abandoned the inclusion of regulatory requirements
that would fine companies that did not comply with greenhouse-gas emissions targets.
The draft Federal Law on State Regulation of Emissions and Absorption of Greenhouse Gases
and on Amending Select Legislative Acts of the Russian Federation was to be the most
promising in terms of setting the climate agenda of Russia by instituting enforceable regulations
on companies that did not comply.
However, the Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (RSPP) successfully lobbied against the
draft law, saying that it would hinder investment and increase companies’ costs.
According to questions submitted by the news agency Bloomberg by email, the Ministry of
Economy said, “After consultations with the government, it was decided to abandon the
specific regulatory requirements (of the draft law). The government will have the right to
decide after Jan. 1, 2024 what measures to introduce if Russia is forecast to miss its emissions
targets.”
As Russia’s Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) were assessed to be woefully
short, having been rated as ‘’Critically Insufficient’’, the abandonment of the regulations on
businesses in the draft law is a huge setback to the country’s responsibility to act and its
potential to become a leader on climate action.
Recent emissions calculations for the year 2030 (i.e. 2,792 MT) suggest that Russia will need to
establish policies and activities to reduce its emissions to 1,015 MT by that year in order to
obtain the Paris Agreement’s objective: maintaining an average global climate warming tipping
point of 1.5 degrees Celsius.

27

While Russia’s narrative for climate action has always been convoluted, policy options such as
the draft law on emissions, as well as discussions of a carbon tax, each comes with its own
twists and criticisms.
The disconnect is illustrated by a comment by Kirill Nikitin who is head of the Center for Tax
Policy in the Faculty of Economics at Moscow State University, arguing that the consequences
of urban development are mutually exclusive from climate change: ‘’We have a different
environmental consciousness. And greenhouse gases are not our biggest problem. We would
have to deal with our problems, the problems of polluted cities, Chelyabinsk, for example. Or
Moscow, where, I think, 90% of air pollution is caused by motor vehicles. We should catch up
with North America and Western Europe in terms of separate collection and recycling of
garbage.”
This is a contradiction of international discourse on climate action, wherein most types of
processing of waste reduces emissions and actions that aim to improve transportation are,
similarly, an aim of the climate agenda.
The most pronounced issue that comes up during discourse on climate-change solutions is that
available solutions stymie the economy. Nikitin echoed this sentiment: “Economically, the
restrictions are imposed on us that are imposed on countries with much higher GDP, high
energy consumption, and much higher attention to the climate. Carbon tax makes the economy
less and less competitive in modern conditions.”
"The application of regulatory measures proposed by the bill may have a negative impact on
the dynamics of the socio-economic development of the Russian Federation, including the
creation of preconditions for additional financial burden on the real sector of the economy and
the budget of the Russian Federation. They will increase in the cost of exported energy
resources (natural gas, oil and petroleum products, electricity) and energy-intensive products
(products of the metallurgical and chemical industries) and, therefore, reduce their
competitiveness in global markets," said the Energy Ministry.
The legislation, drafted by the Ministry of Economic Development (Federal Law on State
Regulation of Emissions and Absorption of Greenhouse Gases and on Amending Select
Legislative Acts of the Russian Federation. Draft. December 4, 2018), has been negatively
received by Russia’s Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs. The Union presented an
“alternative ‘weaker’ piece of legislation” and reported that it would not support the draft in its
current form, as reported by Climate Home News.
The staunch opposition among institutions toward the draft bill and the bill’s prime
stakeholders has been, and will continue to be, its greatest challenge. If passed, the other
challenge would be, even with regulations on companies, that the regulations’ targets would be
too weak.
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Overcoming these challenges would mean enforcing a new narrative for investment in
development and economic pathways for the country, i.e. possibly pairing the draft law on
greenhouse gases with a carbon tax.

Activity Rating: * Falling Behind
Action Alert Message:
Dear Minister of Economic Development of the Russian Federation Oreshkin Maxim
Stanislavovich:
We recommend that your Ministry take the helm of strategically developing and backing
policies that advance Russia’s mitigation efforts. A minimal intentional effort to reduce
emissions is not seen as the best means to ensure an economically viable and fruitful future.
We recommend that you reinforce and communicate the strategic development and the passing
of the draft Federal law and develop tactfully defined goals in order to reach the needed revision
to the Paris Agreement Pledge of 1, 015 MTCO2.
Here are some suggested strategies for strengthening the draft law:
- Reinforcing National Adaptation Initiatives (such as ‘Ecologia’) Policies with Defined
Mitigation Reduction Goals per Sector
Relying solely on adaptation policies and initiatives are not enough to stave off climate
consequences and/or their intensification in the future. Adaptation actions need to be coupled
with mitigation/GHG reduction efforts that are defined by clear, quantifiable goals per sector.
- Incentivizing research, development, and transition investments among big emitters &
implementing a new carbon tax based on lessons learned from international efforts
Critical planning for the establishment of Research and Development as well as Carbon Market
incentive mechanisms to bridge the interests of stakeholders as well as spur changes to the
development and energy sectors are to be supported by these two recommended policies.
The time for your consideration and action on more impactful emissions reduction policies, as
well as the creation of incentive mechanisms, is now.
Contact
Oreshkin Maxim Stanislavovich
Phone: +7 945 870 86 39
Address: 1,3 1-ya Tverskaya-Yamskaya, Moscow
Learn More:
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Saudi Arabia
Expansion of Renewable Energy Projects
The leading policy that, if fully implemented, could help Saudi Arabia become 1.5 degrees
Celsius compliant by 2030 is implementing and increasing renewable energy projects. Saudi
Arabia has abundant natural resources and capital to expand renewable resources capacity. It
enjoys a great amount of sunshine and wind power to invest in solar and wind energy projects.
Moreover, the Kingdom has several reputable renewable energy research centers and
institutions like King Abdullah University for Science and Technology (KAUST), the National
Renewable Energy Center, and the National Renewable Energy Program, that have the
resources and the expertise to plan and implement the renewable energy projects. The
obstacles to implementing and increasing renewable energy projects are lack of political will
and the strong leadership needed to fully commit the resources to shift from fossil fuel energy
to renewable energy resources. This is evident in the significant scaling down of planned
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policies to invest in renewable energy resources from 54 GW of renewable and 17 GW of
nuclear energy by 2032 to 9.5 GW in 2030, and omitting the reference to nuclear power.
Additionally, the uncertainty around Saudi Arabia’s targeted emissions level and the lack of
transparency on how the Kingdom will comply with its NDC target under the 2015 Paris Climate
Agreement cast doubts on the Kingdom’s renewable energy plans. Saudi Arabia should: 1)
Adhere to the original plans for renewable energy projects to achieve its NDC target with the
production of renewable energy of 54 GW of renewable energy and 17 GW of nuclear energy
by 2032; and 2) Release Business As Usual (BAU) or projected emissions baselines to inform
domestic climate change policy and strategic planning, and provide emissions information
internationally.

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still
The implementation of renewable energy projects, to the point where Saudi Arabia is producing
at least 9.5 GW of energy from renewable sources, is very achievable by 2030, seeing that the
Kingdom has been very willing to accept the construction of mega solar and wind projects in
recent years. In order for this policy to have a true impact and help Saudi Arabia become 1.5
degrees compliant, however, it must be balanced by a reduction in oil production and
consumption within the Kingdom. Seeing that the Kingdom’s economy is very reliant on oil
production, the chances of this happening to a degree where the construction of renewable
energy projects will have their intended impact is questionable.

Action Alert Message:
In order for Saudi Arabia to become 1.5 degrees compliant, oil production & consumption must
be reduced, and the best replacement for that are renewable sources of energy. The target for
renewable energy production should be returned to its previous target of at least 54 GW by
2032, and the government should sponsor studies and release data on how much these
renewable projects are expected to decrease Saudi Arabia’s carbon emissions. To strengthen
this policy, the government should also release a detailed plan on how it proposes to slowly
decrease its oil production and consumption, with specific numbers and specific deadlines.
Contact
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman
Minister of Energy
webmaster@meim.gov.sa
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Saudi Arabia Country Managers Abeer
Abdulkareem and Amgad Ellaboudy: Contact Abeer@climatescorecard.org or
Amgad@climatescorecard.org.
Saudi Arabia (Arabic)
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ﺗﺤﻠﯿﻞ اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺔ اﻷﺳﺎﺳﯿﺔ
أن اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺔ اﻷﺳﺎﺳﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ اذا ﻣﺎ ﻧﻔﺬت ﻛﻠﯿﺎ ً ﺳﺘﺴﺎﻋﺪ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ ﻟﺘﺼﺒﺢ ﻣﺘﻮاﻓﻘﺔ ﻣﻊ  1.5درﺟﺔ ﺑﺤﻠﻮل ﻋﺎم  2030ھﻲ ﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬ وزﯾﺎدة
ﻣﺸﺎرﯾﻊ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة .ﺗﻤﺘﻠﻚ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ ﻣﺼﺎدر طﺒﯿﻌﯿﺔ ﻛﺜﯿﺮة وﻣﻮارد ﻟﻠﺘﻮﺳﻊ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻌﺔ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة .وﺗﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﺑﻘﺪر ﻛﺒﯿﺮ ﻣﻦ
أﺷﻌﺔ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ وطﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﺮﯾﺎح ﻟﻼﺳﺘﺜﻤﺎر ﻓﻲ ﻣﺸﺎرﯾﻊ طﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﺮﯾﺎح واﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﺸﻤﺴﯿﺔ .وﻓﻀﻼ ﻋﻦ ذﻟﻚ ،ﻓﺄن اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ ﺗﻤﺘﻠﻚ اﻟﻌﺪﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﻤﺮاﻛﺰ واﻟﻤﺆﺳﺴﺎت اﻟﺒﺤﺜﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة ﻣﺜﻞ ﺟﺎﻣﻌﺔ اﻟﻤﻠﻚ ﻋﺒﺪ ﷲ ﻟﻠﻌﻠﻮم واﻟﺘﻜﻨﻮﻟﻮﺟﯿﺎ ) (KAUSTواﻟﻤﺮﻛﺰ اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ
ﻟﻠﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة واﻟﺒﺮﻧﺎﻣﺞ اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ ﻟﻠﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة اﻟﺘﻲ ﻟﺪﯾﮭﺎ اﻟﻤﺼﺎدر واﻟﺨﺒﺮات ﻟﺘﺨﻄﯿﻂ وﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬ ﻣﺸﺎرﯾﻊ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة .أن
اﻟﻌﻘﺒﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻘﻒ ﺑﻮﺟﮫ ﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬ ھﺬه اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺔ ﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬاً ﻛﺎﻣﻼً ھﻲ ﻏﯿﺎب اﻹرادة اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﯿﺔ واﻟﻘﯿﺎدة اﻟﻘﻮﯾﺔ ﻟﺘﺤﻮﯾﻞ اﻟﻤﻮارد ﻣﻦ طﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻮﻗﻮد
اﻷﺣﻔﻮري اﻟﻰ ﻣﺼﺎدر اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة وھﺬا واﺿﺢ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﻘﻠﯿﺺ اﻟﻜﺒﯿﺮ ﻓﻲ ﺳﯿﺎﺳﺎﺗﮭﺎ اﻟﻤﺨﻄﻄﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻻﺳﺘﺜﻤﺎر ﻓﻲ ﻣﺼﺎدر اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ
اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة ﻣﻦ  54ﻏﯿﻐﺎواط ﻣﻦ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة و 17ﻏﯿﻐﺎواط ﻣﻦ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻨﻮوﯾﺔ ﺑﺤﻠﻮل ﻋﺎم  2032اﻟﻰ  9.5ﺟﯿﺠﺎوات ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم
 2030وﺣﺬف اﻹﺷﺎرة اﻟﻰ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻨﻮوﯾﺔ وﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ اﻟﻰ ذﻟﻚ ﻓﺄن اﻟﻐﻤﻮض ﺣﻮل ﻣﺴﺘﻮﯾﺎت اﻻﻧﺒﻌﺎﺛﺎت اﻟﻤﻨﺸﻮدة ﻟﻠﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ
وﻏﯿﺎب اﻟﺸﻔﺎﻓﯿﺔ ﺣﻮل اﻟﻜﯿﻔﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺳﺘﻠﺘﺰم ﺑﮭﺎ اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺰاﻣﺎﺗﮭﺎ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻨﺔ ﺿﻤﻦ اﺗﻔﺎﻗﯿﺔ ﺑﺎرﯾﺲ ﻟﻠﻤﻨﺎخ ﻟﻌﺎم  2015ﯾﻠﻘﻲ
ﺑﺎﻟﺸﻚ ﺣﻮل ﺧﻄﻂ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ ﻟﻠﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة .وﯾﺠﺐ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ (١ :أن ﺗﻠﺘﺰم ﺑﻤﺴﺘﻮﯾﺎت اﻻﻧﺒﻌﺎث اﻟﻤﺘﻮﻗﻌﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﺰاﻣﺎﺗﮭﺎ
اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻨﺔ ﺑﺈﻧﺘﺎج  54ﻏﯿﻐﺎواط ﻣﻦ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة و 17ﻏﯿﻐﺎواط ﻣﻦ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻨﻮوﯾﺔ ﺑﺤﻠﻮل ﻋﺎم  2032و (٢ﺗﻄﻠﻖ
اﻻﻧﺒﻌﺎﺛﺎت اﻟﻤﺘﻮﻗﻌﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﺴﺘﻮى اﻻوﻟﻲ ﻟﺘﻌﻠﻢ اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺔ اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ واﻟﺘﺨﻄﯿﻂ اﻻﺳﺘﺮاﺗﯿﺠﻲ ﻟﺘﻐﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﻨﺎخ وﺗﻘﺪم ﻣﻌﻠﻮﻣﺎت اﻻﻧﺒﻌﺎﺛﺎت ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻟﺼﻌﯿﺪ اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ.
**ﺗﻘﯿﯿﻢ
إن ﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬ ﻣﺸﺎرﯾﻊ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة  ،إﻟﻰ اﻟﺤﺪ اﻟﺬي ﺗﻨﺘﺞ ﻓﯿﮫ اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ ﻣﺎ ﻻ ﯾﻘﻞ ﻋﻦ  9.5ﺟﯿﺠﺎوات ﻣﻦ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ ﻣﻦ
ﻣﺼﺎدر اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة  ،أﻣﺮ ﻣﻤﻜﻦ ﺗﺤﻘﯿﻘﮫ ﺑﺤﻠﻮل ﻋﺎم  ، 2030ﺣﯿﺚ ﺗﺮى اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﺳﺘﻌﺪاد ﺗﺎم ﻟﻘﺒﻮل إﻧﺸﺎء ﻣﺸﺎرﯾﻊ ﺿﺨﻤﺔ
ﻟﻠﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﺸﻤﺴﯿﺔ وطﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﺮﯾﺎح ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻨﻮات اﻷﺧﯿﺮة .ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ أن ﯾﻜﻮن ﻟﮭﺬه اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺔ ﺗﺄﺛﯿﺮ ﺣﻘﯿﻘﻲ وﻣﺴﺎﻋﺪة اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ
اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ أن ﺗﺼﺒﺢ ﻣﺘﻮاﻓﻘﺔ ﻣﻊ  1.5درﺟﺔ  ،ﯾﺠﺐ ﻣﻮازﻧﺘﮭﺎ ﻋﻦ طﺮﯾﻖ ﺧﻔﺾ إﻧﺘﺎج اﻟﻨﻔﻂ واﺳﺘﮭﻼﻛﮫ داﺧﻞ اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ .ﺑﺎﻟﻨﻈﺮ
إﻟﻰ أن اﻗﺘﺼﺎد اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ ﯾﻌﺘﻤﺪ اﻋﺘﻤﺎدًا ﻛﺒﯿﺮًا ﻋﻠﻰ إﻧﺘﺎج اﻟﻨﻔﻂ  ،ﻓﺈن ﻓﺮﺻﺔ ﺣﺪوث ذﻟﻚ إﻟﻰ .ﺣﺪ ﯾﻜﻮن ﻓﯿﮫ ﺑﻨﺎء ﻣﺸﺎرﯾﻊ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ
اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة ﺳﯿﻜﻮن ﻟﮭﺎ ﺗﺄﺛﯿﺮھﺎ اﻟﻤﻘﺼﻮد أﻣﺮ ﻣﺸﻜﻮك ﻓﯿﮫ
ﺗﻨﺒﯿﮫ اﻟﻌﻤﻞ
ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ أن ﺗﺼﺒﺢ اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ ﻣﺘﻮاﻓﻘﺔ ﻣﻊ  1.5درﺟﺔ  ،ﯾﺠﺐ ﺧﻔﺾ إﻧﺘﺎج واﺳﺘﮭﻼك اﻟﻨﻔﻂ  ،وأﻓﻀﻞ ﺑﺪﯾﻞ ﻟﺬﻟﻚ ھﻮ
ﻣﺼﺎدر اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة .ﯾﺠﺐ إﻋﺎدة ھﺪف إﻧﺘﺎج اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة إﻟﻰ ھﺪﻓﮭﺎ اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻖ وھﻮ  54ﻏﯿﻐﺎواط ﻋﻠﻰ اﻷﻗﻞ ﺑﺤﻠﻮل ﻋﺎم
 ،2032وﯾﻨﺒﻐﻲ ﻟﻠﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ رﻋﺎﯾﺔ اﻟﺪراﺳﺎت وإﺻﺪار ﺑﯿﺎﻧﺎت ﻋﻦ ﻣﻘﺪار ﺗﻮﻗﻌﺎت ھﺬه اﻟﻤﺸﺎرﯾﻊ اﻟﻤﺘﺠﺪدة ﺑﺨﻔﺾ اﻧﺒﻌﺎﺛﺎت اﻟﻜﺮﺑﻮن
ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ .ﻟﺘﻌﺰﯾﺰ ھﺬه اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺔ  ،ﯾﺘﻌﯿﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ أﯾﻀًﺎ إﺻﺪار ﺧﻄﺔ ﻣﻔﺼﻠﺔ ﺣﻮل اﻟﻜﯿﻔﯿﺔ .اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻘﺘﺮح ﺑﮭﺎ ﺧﻔﺾ إﻧﺘﺎﺟﮭﺎ
واﺳﺘﮭﻼﻛﮭﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﺑﺒﻂء  ،ﻣﻊ أرﻗﺎم ﻣﺤﺪدة وﻣﻮاﻋﯿﺪ زﻣﻨﯿﺔ ﻣﺤﺪدة
إرﺳﺎل ﺗﻨﺒﯿﮫ اﻟﻌﻤﻞ إﻟﻰ:
اﻷﻣﯿﺮ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻌﺰﯾﺰ ﺑﻦ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن
وزﯾﺮ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ
webmaster@meim.gov.sa
ھﺬا اﻟﺘﻘﺮﯾﺮ ﻗﺪﻣﮫ اﻟﻤﺪراء اﻟﻘﻄﺮﯾﻮن ﻓﻲ )/ (Climate Scorecardاﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ ﻋﺒﯿﺮ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻜﺮﺑﻢ وأﻣﺠﺪ اﻟﻠﺒﻮدي
اﺗﺼﻞ ب:
abeerabdulkareemm2003@gmail.com
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South Africa
The Integrated Resource Plan 2019
The long awaited and long overdue Integrated Resource Plan of 2019 (IRP 2019) was approved
by the Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy, the Honourable Gwede Mantashe, on
18 October 2019. The IRP is an electricity infrastructure development plan based on the leastcost electricity supply and demand balance, taking into account security of supply and the
environment. This plan updates the energy forecast for South Africa from the current period to
the year 2030.
The IRP 2019 states that coal will continue to play a significant role in electricity generation in
South Africa in the foreseeable future, as it is the largest base of the installed generation
capacity. It projects that, by 2030, almost 60% of SA electricity will still be generated from
coal. Currently, coal plants generate 77% of electricity in the country. The Plan calls for new
investments to be made in more efficient coal technologies of High Efficiency Low Emissions
technology (HELE) including power plants with carbon capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS)
to comply with climate and environmental requirements.
An allocation of an additional capacity to the energy mix as contained in the IRP 2019 from the
current period up to 2030 includes 1,500 MW of generation from Coal, 2,500 MW from Hydro,
6,000 MW from Photovoltaic, 14,400 MW from Wind, 2,088 MW from Storage, and 3,000 MW
from Gas. Storage options can be used to complement these technologies and supply
supplementary service benefits to the grid.

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still
With more countries transitioning away from coal to renewable energy, coal is still dominating
as a source of energy in South Africa. Almost 60% of SA electricity will still be generated from
coal.
The IRP was released at a time when South Africa was once again experiencing load shedding. It
is advisable for the Department of Energy to intensify the usage of renewable energy resources
in South Africa, which can be implemented nationally and make the country meet the upper
range of its 2030 NDC target.

Action Alert Message:
Dear Honourable Gwede Mantashe,
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We welcome the release of IRP 2019, but it is disappointing that coal is still dominating in the
energy mix. With more countries moving away from coal to renewable energy, South Africa still
depends on coal as a major source of energy. With the challenges that we currently face in
South Africa, ranging from inequality, unemployment, and poverty, the solution does not lie in
intensifying the use of coal.
We recognise the inclusion of energy storage technologies to the energy mix. It is regarded as a
positive contributor in managing climate change impacts. Renewable energy can play a major
role in the energy mix of South Africa. We, therefore, urge the government to update the IRP
regularly, intensify the use of renewable energy resources nationwide, and phase out coal-fired
power generation.
Contact:
Department of Energy
Private Bag x96
Pretoria
0001
Tel: +27 12 406 7798
Learn more:
For a more comprehensive view of ‘IRP 2019’, see http://www.energy.gov.za/IRP/irp-2019.html
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuyEEYt_CW0.
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard South Africa Country Manager Tabana Mailula.

South Korea
Second Basic Plan for Climate Change Response
South Korea adopted the ‘Second Basic Plan for Climate Change Response’ on 22 October 2019.
The ‘Basic Plan for Climate Change Response’ is the national scheme established by 17 related
government departments including the Ministry of Environment.
Following the ‘Act on Low Carbon Green Growth’, the plan is designed for a duration of 20
years. Although the former Basic Plan for Climate Change Response, which was released in
December 2016, has not passed five years yet, the Ministry of Environment established the
Second Plan earlier to increase responsiveness to climate change and build an evaluation
system called the ‘National Roadmap for Greenhouse Gas Reduction by 2030’.
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The main goals of this plan include ‘conversion to low carbon society’, ‘construction of climate
change adaptation system’, and ‘strengthen climate change responsiveness’. Also, the plan
presented a detailed plan for 8 areas (Transportation, Construction, Power Generation,
Industry, Forest, Agriculture, and Public).
The target GHG emissions reductions in the 2nd Plan are the same as in the Basic Plan.
However, detailed measurements for reduction are included in this plan. These detailed plans
can encourage each government department to commit to action. The government has a plan
to reduce 91% of emissions reduction from four core emissions sources, including industry
(98.5Mt), equipment (64.5Mt), and transportation (30.8Mt). Of the 37% of total reductions, the
government cuts 32.5% by domestic reductions and 4.5% by forestation and Carbon Capture
and Storage (CCS).
The plan officially aims to ban the construction of new coal power plants and shut down old
coal power plants. Energy reduction obligations on building are also strengthened. Previously,
more than 300 households had to disclose an energy evaluation report at the time of sale and
lease. However, in the Second Plan the range of applications is extended to apartments.
Fluorescent lamps will also be phased out of the market by 2028, and The Energy Efficiency
Labeling Program will expand. The Energy Efficiency Labeling Program is a mandatory system
for all manufacturers and importers that involves indicating an energy efficiency grade on
products.
In addition, the Korean government plans to reduce carbon emissions in the transportation
sector by supplying 3 million electric cars and 850,000 hydrogen cars by 2030. The plan also
includes strengthening ‘climate change education’ for children and adolescents.
Despite the new plan, Korea’s GHG emissions are actually increasing. According to the Ministry
of Environment’s Greenhouse Gas Information Center, national GHG emissions in 2017 were
792.1 million tons, an increase of 2.4% from the 690.57 million tons in 2016. Due to the lack of
legal binding power of the enacted plan, it should be taken into account that there is no way to
enforce the implementation of efforts at different ministries.

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction
It is positive that the ‘Second Basic Plan for Climate Change Response’ was revised to respond
to criticism of the existing plan. Compared to the previous plan, the second plan is more
detailed, and includes sectorial reductions. However, in the present situation of increasing GHG
emissions, it is necessary to check the implementation system to achieve the reduction target.

Action Alert Message:
Dear Climate Change Strategy Division:
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We, Climate Scorecard, appreciate the hard work that established the Second Basic Plan. We
would like to ask you to report and confirm the results of inspections and evaluations such as
GHG emissions performance by sector to the Green Growth Committee every year. Also, please
disclose the policy performance of different sectors to the public. To achieve GHG reduction
targets, please establish a performance inspection system for each department and issue an
evaluation report that relates to the reduction targets.
Contact
Tel: +82 (0) 44-201-6630
Address: Government Complex-Sejong, 11, Doum 6-Ro, Sejong-si, 30103, Republic of Korea
Learn More:
http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_national/773646.html
http://www.me.go.kr/home/web/board/read.do?menuId=286&boardMasterId=1&boardCateg
oryId=39&boardId=886420
https://icapcarbonaction.com/en/news-archive/416-south-korea-releases-2030-climateroadmap
http://world.kbs.co.kr/service/news_view.htm?lang=k&Seq_Code=339192
http://www.me.go.kr/home/web/board/read.do?boardMasterId=1&boardId=1066880&menuI
d=286
https://news.joins.com/article/23610933
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard South Korea Country Manager Ellie Jimin Kim.

Spain
Guide to Regionalized Climate Change Scenarios
The Energy and Climate Action at the Union for the Mediterranean recently published a new
report that strikingly claims that the Mediterranean Region has already exceeded the 1.5ºC
limit proposed by the Paris Agreement, rising 20% faster than the rest of the world. This report,
compiled from 2015-2019, shows Spain—and the rest of the region spanning three
continents—not just how serious this problem could be, but how it has already reached limits
deemed by some to be irreversible. The results of this report show possible scenarios that are
downright terrifying to the majority, if not all, Spanish residents, leaders, and policymakers.
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Before this decade, there was also a big push for Spain to become climate-conscious. At the
time of its publication in 2006, the National Plan for Adaptation to Climate Change could have
been a leading policy that could go the farthest in helping Spain become 1.5 degrees Celsius
compliant by 2030, although created before the 1.5 degree-limit was imposed. Created and
published by the Spanish Office of Climate Change within the Ministry of Environment (now
Ministry for the Ecological Transition), the plan was comprehensive, backed by science, and in
overall good shape. In action, however, the plan and its mitigation efforts have never come to
full fruition, even as the global need for action has become ever more present. As many more
policy changes—both nationally and globally—have been made since this publication,
awareness of the severity of the problem was already officially present to the Spanish
government nearly 15 years ago.
Rolling the clocks forward to 2019, the most current publication and plan being used by Spain is
the Guide to regionalized climate change scenarios on Spain based on results IPCC-AR5,
published in 2018 by the Ministry itself. While this plan is current and equally comprehensive as
the earlier plan(s), there have been so many previous plans before the current plan that the
information has become repetitive and at the same time overwhelming.
Although the obstacles are large, adaptation and mitigation to climate change in the region is
necessary to take on. As published in the national newspaper, El País, this past week, the
warming of the Mediterranean proves to be an immense challenge for multiple nations and
hundreds of millions of people.
There is good news though: governments are already working together and making plans.
Although the plans are yet to be put into action, the possibility exists and can be moved along
even more quickly with the help of comprehensive policymaking within Spain, within the EU,
and within the entire Mediterranean region.

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still
While the correct type of plan exists and seems promising, many other plans have also existed
but have not been carried out. It is too early to tell if this plan and its accompanying
Mediterranean environment report will bring anything more tangible to the table.

Action Alert Message:
It is important that leaders of Spain, as well as leaders of the general region, are informed and
lobbied for better climate change policy. In this case, we ask that you write to Grammenos
Mastrojeni, Deputy Secretary-General of Energy and Climate Action at the Union for the
Mediterranean. Mr. Mastrojeni is an Italian diplomat and climate leader.
Dear Mr. Mastrojeni,
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While it may not be possible to know what exactly is coming next in the global fight against
climate change, the future global scenarios, and especially your recent report, give us a general
idea. The statistics about the Mediterranean warming scenarios are frightening and, as you
know, possibly out of our control if nothing is done soon. To mitigate the effects, it is of extreme
importance that countries continue to work together, especially in the Mediterranean region. I
applaud your work and publication of the most recent report and hope that it will have a real
impact on climate policy. Unfortunately, many previous reports have also been alarming and
specific, yet many actions have also fallen through the cracks. I support you and the Union for
the Mediterranean’s efforts in turning these reports into actionable policies for all of our fellow
Mediterranean neighbors.
Thank you for your work and I look forward to seeing the next steps.
(Insert your name here)
Contact
Grammenos Mastrojeni
Deputy Secretary-General
Energy and Climate Action at the Union for the Mediterranean
Palacio de Pedralbes, Pere Duran Farell, 11, Barcelona, 08034.
info@ufmsecretariat.org
+34 93 521 4100
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Spain Country Manager Samantha Pettigrew.
Spain (Spanish)
Actividad Destacada: Informe Mediterráneo Obliga que España Replantee su Política
Climática
Energía y Acción por el Clima de la Unión por el Mediterráneo publicó recientemente un nuevo
informe que afirma sorprendentemente que la Región del Mediterráneo ya ha alcanzado el
límite de 1,5ºC propuesto por el Acuerdo de París, aumentando un 20% más rápido que el resto
del mundo. Este informe, compilado durante los años 2015 a 2019, demuestra a España, junto
con el resto de la región que abarca tres continentes, no solamente la gravedad de este
problema, sino también cómo ya ha alcanzado límites que algunos consideran irreversibles. Los
resultados de este informe confirman posibles escenarios que son francamente terroríficos
para la mayoría de los residentes y líderes españoles.
Antes de esta década, también hubo un gran impulso para que España se volviera consciente
del clima. En el momento de su publicación en 2006, el Plan Nacional de Adaptación al Cambio
Climático podría haber sido una política líder que podría ayudar que España cumpla el plan de
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los 1.5ºC para el año 2030, aunque creado antes de que se impusiera el límite de 1.5 grados.
Creado y publicado por la Oficina Española de Cambio Climático dentro del Ministerio del
Medio Ambiente (ahora Ministerio para la Transición Ecológica), el plan fue integral, respaldado
por la ciencia y en general bien hecho. En la acción, sin embargo, el plan y sus esfuerzos de la
mitigación nunca han llegado a buen término, incluso cuando la necesidad global de acción se
ha vuelto cada vez más presente. Como se han realizado muchos más cambios de política, tanto
a nivel nacional como mundial, desde esa publicación, la conciencia de la gravedad del
problema ya estaba oficialmente presente ante el gobierno español hace casi 15 años.
Avanzando hasta el año 2019, la publicación y plan más actual que utiliza España es la Guía de
escenarios regionalizados de cambio climático sobre España - A partir de los resultados del IPCCAR5, publicada en 2018 por el propio Ministerio. Si bien este plan es actual y simultáneamente
integral como el plan anterior, han existidos tantos planes anteriores antes del plan actual que
la información se ha vuelto repetitiva y al mismo tiempo abrumadora.
Aunque los obstáculos son grandes y muchos de ellos incontrolables, es necesario asumir la
adaptación y mitigación del cambio climático en la región. Como se publicó la semana pasada
en el periódico nacional, El País, el calentamiento del Mediterráneo es un desafío inmenso para
múltiples naciones y cientos de millones de personas.
Sin embargo, hay buenas noticias: los gobiernos ya están trabajando juntos y haciendo planes.
Aunque los planes aún no se han puesto en marcha, existe la posibilidad que se puede avanzar
aún más rápidamente con la ayuda de una formulación integral de políticas en España, en la
Unión Europea, y en toda la región mediterránea.
Estado: ** Sin progreso actual
Si bien existe el tipo de plan correcto, y que parece prometedor, muchos otros planes también
han existido, pero no se han llevado a cabo. Es demasiado pronto para saber si este plan y el
informe ambiental mediterráneo que lo acompaña traigan algo más tangible a la mesa.
Mensaje de alerta de acción:
Es importante que los líderes de España, así como los líderes de la región en general, estén
informados y presionen por una mejor política de cambio climático. En este caso, le pedimos
que escriba a Grammenos Mastrojeni, Subsecretario General de Energía y Acción Climática en
la Unión por el Mediterráneo. El Sr. Mastrojeni es un diplomático italiano y líder climático.
Estimado señor Mastrojeni,
Si bien es posible que no sepamos qué es exactamente lo que nos vendrá en la lucha global
contra el cambio climático, los escenarios globales futuros, y especialmente su informe reciente,
nos dan una idea general. Las estadísticas sobre los escenarios de calentamiento del
Mediterráneo son aterradoras y, como saben, posiblemente fuera de nuestro control si no se
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hace nada pronto. Para mitigar los efectos, es de suma importancia que los países, bloques y
continentes continúen trabajando juntos, especialmente en la región mediterránea. Aplaudo su
trabajo y publicación del informe más reciente y espero que tenga un impacto real en la política
climática. Desafortunadamente, muchos informes anteriores también han sido alarmantes y
específicos, sin embargo, muchas acciones también han quedado en el olvido. Los apoyo a
Ustedes y a los esfuerzos de la Unión por el Mediterráneo para que conviertan estos informes en
políticas viables para todos nuestros vecinos mediterráneos.
Gracias por su trabajo y espero los próximos pasos con ansias.
(Ingrese su nombre aquí)
Enviar mensaje de alerta de acción a:
Grammenos Mastrojeni
Subsecretario General
Energía y Acción por el Clima de la Unión por el Mediterráneo
Palacio Pedralbes, Pere Duran Farell, 11, Barcelona, 08034.
info@ufmsecretariat.org
+34 93 521 4100

Thailand
NDC Support Policy Project
In June 2019, the Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP)
along with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), launched a new 3-year policy
project. This policy is also known as “NDC Support Delivering Sustainability through Climate
Finance Actions in Thailand”.
The policy was launched in order to “support Thailand in making progress on its commitments
under the Paris Agreement, the so-called Nationally Determined Contributions, or NDCs”. The
policy will in turn “support the development of financing frameworks for climate action, with
the generous support from the Governments of Germany and Sweden”. Similarly, the ultimate
objectives of this policy are to “support the formulation of an inclusive, gender-responsive
public budgeting process on climate change, the promotion of public incentives in stimulating
investment to cut down on the source of climate change, and the fostering cooperation
between public and private sectors for future climate friendly infrastructure investments”.
Furthermore, through the partnership between ONEP and UNDP, this policy project “aims to
initiate Thailand’s Climate Change Financing Framework (CCFF) to provide the needed financing
for climate action needed to ensure the reduction of carbon emission and build resilience of
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communities against increased climate risks such as more frequent flooding, droughts,
landslides, and heat waves”.
I have selected the NDC Support Policy Project for my Post 21 report for two reasons. First, it is
one of the major steps undertaken to address climate change issues as well as for achieving
Thailand’s NDC targets. Second, in the coming years, the policy project is more likely to pave
the way for the implementation of actions needed to address climate change mitigation and
financing. In this regard, Renaud Meyer, Resident Representative of UNDP Thailand, mentioned
during the launch of the project, “We are here today to begin this Whole of Government
approach to bring climate finance and policy to address this mounting global issue”.
However, there are two key obstacles associated with the NDC Support Policy Project, which
might hinder its outreach in the coming years. One such obstacle includes budgetary and
funding constraints. Here, the project will require large-scale investments and national budget
allocations. Thailand just by itself might not be able to spend what’s needed because doing so
might lead to potential monetary deficits and economic downturns. Another obstacle
associated with this policy project is the level of coordination needed among relevant
stakeholders, including the Thailand Government, Government of Germany, Government of
Sweden, ONEP and UNDP. Lack of coordination between these respective agencies might occur
due to potential mistrusts, and/or because of lack of follow through by participating agencies.
There are two ways through which the potential obstacles can be overcome. One of them is
through the pooling of the project’s funding from the Government of Thailand, Government of
Germany, Government of Sweden, and UNDP. This will decrease the financial burden on
Thailand and prevent the country from allocating the project costs all by itself. Finally, another
way to overcome the project’s obstacles is through the active participation of the Government
of Thailand, Government of Germany, Government of Sweden, UNDP, and other stakeholders.
Active participation in the policy project’s implementation phase will ensure systematic
coordination, increase the level of trust, and strengthen partnerships between the agencies

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction
Thailand is certainly moving in the right direction with respect to fulfilling its NDC commitments
in the coming years. Here, the new NDC Support Policy Project will be significant for ensuring
that Thailand remains compliant with the target of 1.5O Celsius by 2030, a goal recently put
forward in the new IPCC Report. The NDC Support Policy Project will also facilitate joint
partnerships between Thailand, Germany, and Sweden. The partnerships between the three
countries will in turn provide Thailand with necessary funding, technologies, and measures for
successfully implementing the NDC Support Policy Project in the long run.

Action Alert Message:
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In order to ensure that the new NDC Support Policy Project is successfully implemented in
Thailand, you can contact the members of the Office of Natural Resources and Environmental
Policy and Planning with the following Action Alert message:
We congratulate the Government of Thailand for launching the new NDC Support Policy Project
in June 2019. This policy project is certainly crucial for strengthening Thailand’s NDC
commitments and for ensuring that Thailand becomes compliant with the goal of limiting
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2030. To enhance climate change mitigation and financing
efforts in Thailand, it is necessary to ensure the successful implementation of the NDC Support
Policy Project in the long run. Here, your role will be crucial. As a prominent member of the
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP), I request you to
kindly make an appropriate roadmap for successful implementation of the NDC Support Policy
Project. The roadmap should address how to meet project-funding needs. Here, it will be
necessary to include the budget allocated by UNDP, the Government of Thailand, and other
respective agencies. Finally, the roadmap should also integrate regular meetings or workshops
for relevant stakeholders and agencies in order to adopt strategies for the policy project’s
successful implementation.
Contact
Dr. Raweewan Bhuridej
Secretary General
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning
60/1 Soi Pibulwatana 7, Rama VI Road,
Phayathai, Bangkok 10400 Thailand
Telephone: 0-2265-6506, Fax: 0-2265-6506
Email: rawewan@onep.go.th
Dr. Asadaporn Kraipanont
Deputy Secretary General
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning
60/1 Soi Pibulwatana 7, Rama VI Road,
Phayathai, Bangkok 10400 Thailand
Telephone: 0-2265-6505, Fax: 0-2265-6506
Email: kasdaporn@gmail.com
Learn More:
To know more about Thailand’s new NDC Support Policy-Project, which was launched in June
2019, please visit: https://reliefweb.int/report/thailand/launch-ndc-support-project-deliveringsustainability-through-climate-finance-actions
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For more information please contact Climate Scorecard Thailand Country Manager Neebir
Banerjee: Neebir@climatescorecard.org or neebirban@yahoo.com.

Turkey
Renewable Energy Resources Support Mechanism
The assumptions used to estimate greenhouse gas emissions projections for Turkey are
presented in the table below. Turkey’s GDP increased 230% from 1990 to 2012. While the GDP
growth rate of Turkey in 2012 was 2.1%, it is estimated that this rate could reach 4% by 2030.
Its population increased by more than 30% from 1990 to 2012, reaching 75.6 million. The
energy demand is growing 6-7% annually. Estimates envisaged by the Ministry of Energy and
Natural Resources are that electricity demand in 2030 will reach 580 TWh under the reference
scenario.
Parameter
Population
(1000)
Population
increase
GDP growth
rate

2012
75,627

2015
78,151

2020
82,076

2025
85,569

2030
88,427

1.38%

1.07%

0.93%

0.75%

0.60%

2.10%

3.50%

4.15%

4.25%

4.12%

The table below presents 2 scenarios for the comparison of GHG emissions projections. If none
of the policies and projects related to climate change are implemented in Turkey, the GHG
emissions projections are calculated as ‘reference scenario’. In the mitigation scenario,
emissions for 2012-2030 are calculated based on various policies and strategic plans being
implemented. The table below summarizes the projections for both scenarios in each sector.

Energy
Transport
Industry
Agriculture
Forestry

Reference scenario projections
Kton CO2 eq
2020
2030
538,886.82
943,547.02
101,189.82
136,512.60
94,750.20
169,753.80
51,557.04
59,277.89
-40,193.25
-38,698.13

Mitigation scenario projections
Kton CO2 eq
2020
2030
499,335.53
738,265.86
101,112.82
135,994.48
94,785.20
169,753.80
51,557.04
59,277.89
-70,035.88
-69,710.38
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Waste

27,900.00

40,900.00

23,610.00

31,400.00

As can be seen from the above figures, the highest mitigation impact is expected to be as a
result of policy implementations in the energy, forestry, and waste sectors.
Turkey’s priority of ensuring the security of its energy supply by reducing import dependency is
leading the boost in renewable energy investments through new policy developments. The
establishment of the Renewable Energy Resources Support Mechanism (YEKDEM), especially
wind and solar energy, significantly accelerated its renewable energy investments. Within the
framework of the support mechanism, retail companies are obligated to purchase the
electricity generated according to tariffs stipulated by the legislation. In addition, electricity
producers cannot sell electricity produced in open market conditions. This tariff guarantee
varies according to the energy source. Furthermore, the regulation advises that the equipment
to be used in the electricity generation facility is supplied by a domestic manufacturer and has a
domestic product certificate. With this method, the local industry is supported for producing
renewable energy equipment as well.

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still
The most effective policy in Turkey for Climate Change Mitigation is in the energy sector. The
government is putting policies in place to increase installed renewable energy capacity. In
particular, the sector is being boosted through special tariffs (fixed in USD) for renewable
energy source-based electricity production with a long-term purchase guarantee. However,
compared to other examples around the world, these incentives are limited, and unfortunately
Turkey is currently investing in coal-based thermal power plants and nuclear.

Action Alert Message:
Turkey's market balance, timing, and scale of energy investments within the framework of
renewable energy and energy efficiency should be discussed in more detail together with
investors, operators, financiers, consumers, and public administration. The potential in the
energy sector for GHG emissions reduction in Turkey is non-negligible but still needs a road map
supported by structured policies.
Contact
Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources
Contact Person: Fatih Donmez
Phone: +90 212 64 20
Mail: ozelkalem@enreji.gov.tr
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Turkey Country Manager Ozlem Duyan.
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United Kingdom
Climate Change Act 2008
The main legislation shaping the UK’s climate change policy is the Climate Change Act 2008,
which aims for an 80% reduction in emissions from 1990 levels. To do this, the UK sets shortterm carbon budgets and creates policies to meet these budgets, ensuring more effort towards
change is established over time. The 1st and 2nd carbon budgets were met, and we are on track
to meet the 3rd, however we are currently unable to meet the 4th budget of a 51% reduction by
2025 and the 5th budget of 57% by 2030.
Critics have argued the main reason we met the first budgets and have reduced our emissions
by 43% so far is because of EU legislation, not the Climate Change Act. In particular, the EU
created the Renewable Energy Directive 2009 which aimed for member states to have 20% of
their energy output coming from renewable energy by 2020. For this reason, the UK focused on
investing, and promoting private investment, into the renewable energy sector. This included
Feed-in Tariffs, which offered households and local, small-scale providers of renewable energy,
(5MW or less) a set payment for providing energy to the national grid. In addition, the
government put in place Contract for Difference schemes that incentivize renewable
investments in low-carbon technology and pay the government back in the future. The EU has
revised the directive in 2018 so that member states now need a renewable energy capacity that
equates to 32% of their total energy output. However, with the UK hoping to leave the EU, this
new renewables directive will be less impactful than the previous 2020 target. Instead, the UK
will rely upon the Climate Change Act 2008 to shape future UK climate change policy, without
the guidance of the EU.
In the future, we should hope to see a continuation of policies that were incentivized by EU
legislation, such as UK Feed-in Tariffs, despite the obstacle of Brexit. The Feed-in Tariffs were
very effective as they resulted in just fewer than 1 million solar panel installations across the UK
and delivered 6,000 MW of energy capacity to the national grid. The Feed-in Tariffs have been
ongoing since 2010, but have now been closed to new applications since April 2019. This is
because the price of solar panels reduced rapidly from about £12,000 per unit in 2011 to
£5,000 today, and the government argues investing in renewables now makes economic sense
without the tariffs. However, critics have said it will slow down the growth of renewable energy
away from that which is desired if we are to reach net-zero by 2050. Without EU legislation, the
Climate Change Act 2008 needs to improve to ensure the tariffs continue and offer enough
incentive to increase investments in renewable energy.
To do this the Climate Change Act 2008 should be revised to aim for a net-zero target by 2030,
as this is what scientists have suggested is required if the global temperature increase is to
remain under 1.5 degrees, rather than the 2 degrees that the 2008 legislation aimed for. By
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creating legislation outside the EU that is up to date with modern environmental standards, the
UK has a chance of maintaining its global reputation for its successful renewable energy sector.
This will align the carbon budgets and in theory encourage new policy, such as a reintroduction
of the Feed-in Tariffs. In addition, Brexit allows the new target to account for the UK’s gross
emissions, which include aviation and international shipping, as opposed to net emissions
which the EU measures for its carbon trading scheme, creating a clearer depiction of emissions
that the UK is actually responsible for. It is likely that a new target will be introduced soon to
improve the Climate Change Act, as Theresa May’s final act as PM was to introduce a net-zero
target, and it looks as if all major parties are discussing a strong green agenda due to ongoing
climate protests.

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still
Action Alert Message:
Dear Mr. Kwarteng,
I hope this month’s edition of the Climate Scorecard report finds you well. As stated in the
report, the Climate Change Act 2008 needs to be urgently improved to meet modern standards
in line with today’s scientific understanding of climate change and the Paris Agreement. The
legislation should aim for a 1.5 degrees temperature increase as opposed to the current 2
degrees for which it advocates, which as we now know will lead to catastrophic weather events
around the world. To do this, the legislation should ensure a net-zero emissions target by 2030,
and answer the calls of thousands of protesters across the UK and the globe.
The new Climate Change Act would be in line with Mrs. May’s proposal at the end of her post. It
would incentivize bringing back policies such as the Feed-in Tariffs, which have recently been
dismissed under the BEIS, as well as promote the uptake of CfDs. This ensures the UK maintains
its competitive renewable energy sector and reaches its required emissions reduction
contribution under the Paris Agreement. I believe changing the legislation provides more weight
to current climate action and encourages more responsible policy in the future. It would also
alleviate fears about our climate change policy post-Brexit, as our current successful track
record has been attributed to EU policy. There is now an opportunity to revise the Climate
Change Act to not only reach net-zero by 2030, but also improve the way we measure our
emissions to include aviation and international shipping. This would set a valuable precedent for
other countries across the world. The EU bases their measurements on the carbon trade and so
thus ignores international offsets, but the UK has an opportunity to account for them and have
a more meaningful approach to our emissions reductions.
I hope you consider these proposals seriously.
Yours sincerely,
[Insert name]
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Contact
Address: 13 Station Approach, Ashford, TW15 2QN
Website to contact: https://www.kwasi4spelthorne.org.uk/contact
Email: office@spelthorneconservatives.org.uk
Position: Minister of State for the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy; and
Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Department for Exiting the European Union
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard United Kingdom Country Manager Zara Holden.
Contact: zaraholden@hotmail.com.

United States
Corporate Average Fuel Economy Standards (CAFE) and the California Air
Resources Board Standards
The United States lacks a comprehensive federal policy to regulate greenhouse gas emissions.
However, there are several policies that regulate the contributions of individual sectors to
climate change. One of these is the federal regulations governing emissions from passenger
vehicles. These include the Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards, administered by
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and greenhouse gas regulations
administered by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). These govern the national
requirements for the average fuel economy of new vehicles. Under the Obama administration,
the standards were scheduled to rapidly scale down emissions within the bounds of what was
considered feasible to the auto industry, and to increase the minimum requirements for
mileage to 51 miles per gallon by model year 2025.
In addition to regulations administered at the federal level, the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) sets its own, more stringent standards under a waiver granted by the EPA. Several other
states choose to follow California’s standards, rather than the lower federal standards.
In 2019, the Trump administration finalized plans to roll back the emissions standards set under
the Obama administration, claiming that they would increase the costs of vehicles but ignoring
the high cost savings afforded to drivers by increased fuel efficiency. Instead of setting a target
of 51mpg, the Trump administration set a target of only 37mpg by model year 2025. In
addition, the administration announced it intended to revoke California’s waiver to set more
stringent standards, instead requiring all states to conform to the same national standards.
If fully implemented, the standards set by the Obama administration would be the country’s
“largest-ever effort to reduce climate pollution,” and would cut 6 billion tons of carbon
emissions by 2025.
47

Since the Trump administration’s announcement of the rule, a coalition of states led by
California have begun a lawsuit challenging the administration’s authority to revoke the waiver
that was granted to California under the Obama administration. Additionally, several
automakers including Volkswagon, BMW, Ford, and Honda have reached a deal with California
to voluntarily their own emission targets to reach 51mpg by 2026.

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still
If the lawsuit is successful, many cars sold in the U.S. could still be required to meet the
stringent requirements set by California under its waiver. However, if the lawsuit is
unsuccessful and the Trump administration’s lax regulations are applied nationally, the U.S. will
lose any climate benefits of the original policy.

Action Alert Message:
Send a message to the NHTSA calling for stricter standards on vehicle emissions.
Dear Acting Administrator James C. Owens,
Stringent emissions standards are vital to reducing our impact on the climate and our
contributions to air pollution. In addition to making our cars cleaner, healthier, and better for
the planet, high fuel efficiency requirements save drivers money on fuel - making cars more
affordable in the long run. Please restore the target of 51 miles per gallon by model year 2025.
Sincerely,
[name]
Contact:
NHTSA Headquarters
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE.
West Building
Washington, DC 20590
Toll-Free: 888-327-4236
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard US Country Manager Stephanie Gagnon.
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