
 

Climate change is real.  
What governments do matters. 

   

 
Globa ​l Spotlight Report #13 
 

Theme: New and Noteworthy Climate Change 

Activity Reports from Leading Greenhouse Gas 

Emitting Countries 
 
Introduction: 
 
Climate Scorecard has country managers in 20 leading greenhouse gas emitting countries. 
For Global Spotlight Report #13 we asked our Country Managers to describe and rate a 
significant activity/event/ policy that had taken place in their countries since the 
beginning of 2019. They also were asked to rate these activities based on our 4 point 
rating system:  

**** Moving Ahead� 
*** Right Direction (needs more work)  
** Standing Still 
�* Falling Behind 
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We are encouraged by several countries having 3 and 4-star ratings. These included 
Canada, which produced a new government-sponsored, climate-related food guide; 
Nigeria which strengthened its capacity to repair broken hydro-powered dams; Russia 
which took long-awaited steps towards ratifying the Paris Agreement; Japan, which 
cancelled one of its largest coal-fired power plants; and Indonesia which received the first 
installment $1 billion of external climate change financing. 

At the other end of the scale there were unfortunately many countries with 1 or 2 star 
rated activities including: Australia, which has been suffering through a Summer of 
extreme weather events; Brazil, whose new government is signaling a weakening of the 
country’s environmental agenda; China, which reported a net increase in 2018 carbon 
emissions; India where the Supreme Court ordered the eviction of over 1 million tribal 
people from their forested lands; Mexico which cancelled its clean energy auction; and the 
United States which appointed a coal industry lobbyist to be the head of its Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

 

Summary of Country Spotlight Activities and Ratings 

 
Australia: ​A Summer of Climate Extremes * 
 
Brazil: ​A Weakening of the National Environmental Agenda * 
 
Canada: ​New Food Guide Has Climate Implications *** 
 
China: ​A Reported 2018 Increase in Net Carbon Emissions ** 
 
European Union​: A European Finance-Climate Agreement to Fight Global Warming Gets 
Proposed * 
 
France: ​Cancellation of 2019 Carbon Tax Hike * 
 
Germany ​Conflicting Issues (The Environment, The Economy) and Culture) Confound 
Germany’s Efforts to Exit from Coal ** 
 
India--- ​Supreme Court Orders An Eviction of Indigenous Communities from Forest Areas 
* 
 
Indonesia​: Indonesia Receives First Installment of $1Billion Climate Change Financing *** 
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Italy: ​Climate Change Becomes a Low Government Priority ** 
 
Japan: :​ Cancellation of One of Its Largest Coal-Fired Power Plants **** 
 
Mexico: ​Cancellation of the Fourth Long-Term Clean Energy Auction ** 
 
Nigeria: ​Special Training Enables Nigeria to Fix Abandoned Hydro-Electric Dams**** 
 
Russia: ​Steps Taken Towards the Ratification of the Paris Agreement *** 
 
Saudi Arabia: ​Strengthens Its Intention to Increase Domestic Renewable Energy 
Supply**** 
 
South Korea: ​Proposes a Roadmap for Activating the Hydrogen Economy *** 
 
Thailand: ​Commitment to Increase Renewable Energy Production *** 
 
Turkey: ​Publication of The Sustainable Finance Outlook Report *** 
 
United Kingdom: ​Parliament Debates Threats to Climate Change *** 
 
United States: ​Former Coal Lobbyist Confirmed to Head Environmental Protection 
Agency * 
 
 

COUNTRY SPOTLIGHT REPORTS 

 

Australia 
 
Spotlight Activity: Summer of Climate Extremes 

Australia is suffering through a summer of extreme, climate-driven weather events. A 
countrywide heatwave broke temperature records everywhere, with the national 
weather bureau declaring January 2019 to be Australia’s hottest ​ever ​month. Bushfires 
tore across the state of Tasmania, burning areas rarely (if ever) touched by fire. Extreme 
temperatures pushed the eastern state’s electricity grid to breaking point, with fossil fuel 
power plants failing one after another in the heat. Unprecedented rainfall in Queensland 
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brought no relief from drought conditions, with flooding causing millions of dollars worth 
of damage and grinding the state’s economy to a halt. Government mismanagement of 
one of Australia’s biggest and most important river systems resulted in 
internationally-publicized “fish kills”, with climate change set to bring even more stress. 
And, at the time of writing, New South Wales is in the midst of its own bushfire crisis. With 
above-average temperatures and reduced rainfall forecast for the coming months, little 
relief is in sight for Australia. 

 

Activity Rating: * Falling Behind  

Australia has always been a land of weather extremes, but climate change threatens to 
drive conditions beyond liveability. Queensland is a perfect example: regional areas 
desperate for rain were inundated in January by an “inland tsunami” of water that brought 
no relief from drought. Soils and crops were washed away or ruined, hundreds of 
thousands of cattle perished, an entire regional city (Townsville) was declared a disaster 
zone, and there are reports of deadly water-borne diseases and bacteria coming into 
contact with highly-populated areas. If climate change continues and these extreme 
weather events occur with more frequency, areas of Australia face the real prospect of 
becoming unlivable – certainly, economic activities like farming, mining, and industry will 
struggle to operate. Regional populations hit by disaster may not recover in time to face 
the next one and will have to relocate to safer ground. 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  
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Dear Mr. McCormack, 

As leader of the National Party, we know you’re always looking to put the best interests of 
regional Australians first. It’s been an extreme summer, and some of the hardest hit places have 
been rural areas. We’ve seen the heartbreaking pictures of drowned cattle, fish kills, fires and 
farmers faced with the prospect of not being able to carry on. There is no denying that climate 
change is driving these extreme weather events in their frequency and ferocity, and we owe it to 
regional Australia to take action. 

Short term, superficial fixes like debt relief for farmers, transplanting Murray cod and water 
trucking will be ultimately fruitless if climate change is not addressed. Regional Australians will 
not cope with being hit year-after-year with extreme weather events - many may choose to 
abandon the regions and seek safer ground in cities. The economic well-being of regional 
Australia is dependent on strong climate action, and your party (and government) has the 
chance to lead in this regard. We urge you to take this chance. 

Send Action Alert Message to: 
 
The Hon. Michael McCormack MP 
Email: ​michael.mccormack.mp@aph.gov.au 

Phone: +612 6921 4600 
Twitter: @M_McCormackMP 
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Country Manager Julian Atchison: ​Contact 
Julian@climatescorecard.org 

 
 

Brazil 

 
Spotlight Activity: A Weakening of the National Environmental Agenda 
 
Following Jair Bolsonaro´s election as Brazil´s new president, policies on with regards 
environmental preservation and climate change continue to fall behind.  
 
The new president, since his time as a Congressman, has supported the idea that the 
Ministry of Environment works only with the aim of “collecting” resources throughout the 
“fines industry” and that native lands should be open for exploration as their demarcation 
“impedes development.” 
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President Bolsonaro nominated Ricardo Salles as the chairman of the Brazilian Ministry of 
Environment. Salles, a lawyer who made his career within the public sphere, has had prior 
experience on environmental issues while working as São Paulo´s State Secretary of 
Environment. However, his tenure in office was problematic (including charges of bribery 
and fraud) and soon he was laid off.  
 
Now, at his role as the main authority for environmental topics, Salles is still involved in 
polemics and controversial statements. After claiming in the national TV show “Roda 
Viva” that Chico Mendes, the legendary rubber tapper activist who was brutally killed in 
the late 80’s, was irrelevant and didn´t make any difference for today, Salles declared that 
a soy plantation in a demarcated native land in the Northwest of Mato Grosso, 1​st​ Amazon 
spot he decided to visit as Minister, was not illegal. Accordingly to IBAMA (Brazilian 
Institute for Environment and Renewable Natural Resources), three illicit practices were 
detected: the cultivation of genetically modified organisms, the impediment of native flora 
recovery and natural-resources extraction activities. Not only IBAMA but also the Public 
Federal Ministry and even the Ministry of Agriculture pointed out the illegality of these 
practices in native lands.  
 
It is still to see what policies will be put forward by Salles. However, he has been holding 
positions that are strongly against the Ministry´s agenda and is endorsing Bolsonaro´s 
environmental deregulation proposals. In this sense, Brazil´s ambitious targets assumed 
with the signature of the Paris Agreement, that hinges on, among others, reducing 
deforestation, may be in danger. However, more importantly, as the country is the main 
holder of one of the most important ecological assets of the world, the Amazon Forest, 
Salles´s attitude may jeopardize global efforts to address climate change. 
 
Activity Rating: * Falling Behind  
 
Brazil assumed ambitious goals by signing the Paris Agreement. Such goals depend 
strongly on fighting deforestation and reforesting native forests, including the sustainable 
economic exploration of these areas. However, what Brazil has been facing throughout 
these last months is the weakening of its environmental agenda and those who should 
take action are, as a matter of fact, the ones fostering the rollback of such discussions.  
 

Take Action:​ ​Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.   
 
Mr. Ricardo Salles, Ministry of Environment, 
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Brazil holds a strong and leading role in the climate change agenda, and the actions taken locally 
have global impacts. The statements you gave and the ideological position you have shown 
publicly symbolizes a lack of commitment and a threat for the pursuit of a global target. 
Demarcation and preservation of native lands are goals not only assumed when Brazilian 
representatives signed the Paris Agreement but are also predicted by law. Nevertheless, it is 
important to acknowledge that ESG topics are more frequently used as criteria by both 
institutional investors and investment funds when screening for prospects. So, the deregulation 
of environmental rules not only has the power to harm the climate itself but also cooperates for a 
weaker social-economic framework.  
 
Send Action Alert Message to: 
 
Instituto Brasileiro do Meio Ambiente e dos Recursos Naturais Renováveis (Ibama) 
SCEN Trecho 2, Edifício Sede 
Cx. Postal nº 09566 
Brasília-DF 
CEP 70.818-900 
Telefone: (61) 3316-1212 
 
 

Canada 

 
Spotlight Issue: Canada’s New Food Guide Has Climate Implications 

Health Canada’s (HC) new food guide (January 22, 2019) is being applauded for its 
simplicity. Food guides help us establish a healthy diet. They incorporate sophisticated 
dietary analysis and merge national nutrition goals, food consumption data, and issues of 
food supply and production. They translate the science of nutrient needs into a practical 
pattern of food choices. The previous four food groups, vegetables and fruit, grain 
products, milk and meat are history. We now have three groups: vegetables/fruits, whole 
grains, and proteins. The new guide comes less than a week after a report, from a leading 
medical journal, The Lancet, similarly emphasizing an eating approach including "a 
diversity of plant-based foods, and low amounts of animal source foods.”  

This is an important step in an era of Canadian history defined by climate change, and 
food-insecure families. Using the IPCC's fall climate appraisal, (a part of the Paris 
Agreement) in calculating greenhouse gas (GHG) production, it shows that the meat and 
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dairy industry could reduce its emissions by up to 30%. The UN Food and Agriculture 
agency’s last livestock report in 2006, found that farms breeding chickens, pigs, and cows 
for meat and dairy products, created 18% of the world’s emissions. As well, farming 
animals for food uses nearly 70% of the agricultural land available on the planet plus 
another 10% being used to grow animal feed.  

A recent Dalhousie University survey (October 2018) found that 6.4 million Canadians 
limit the amount of meat they eat, with numbers expected to grow. Just under half of the 
respondents eat meat daily, with an additional 40% saying they eat meat once or twice a 
week. Just over half of the respondents are willing to reduce meat consumption, and 
one-third to do this within the next six months. Regionally, Ontarians are most likely to 
already be eating less meat, and those in Atlantic Canada the least likely.  

Another report last October in the journal ‘Nature’ calls for Western countries to reduce 
beef and pork consumption by 90%, and poultry and milk by 60%, replacing meat with 4-6 
times more beans and pulses. Food production already causes environmental damage, 
through GHG from livestock, deforestation and water shortages from farming, and ocean 
dead zones from agricultural pollution. Without action, this impact will get worse given 
our planet’s increasing population and global income, enabling more to eat meat-rich 
western diets.  

Choosing a sustainable healthy diet has never been more challenging, as we will inevitably 
have to confront the interrelated challenges of food insecurity and post-carbon food 
systems. The Lancet report notes that diets rich in plant-based foods are not only better 
for public health but that they will be essential to avert climate catastrophe, calling food "a 
defining issue of the 21st century." 

Activity Ranking: *** Right Direction 

Take Action:​ ​Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  

To request action, please contact Minister Catherine McKenna, with the following 
message: 
 
We live on a finite planet, with finite resources. To meet this challenge, dietary changes must be 
combined with improved food production and reduced food waste technologies. HC’s move to 
promote more plant-based eating is a sign they are resisting industry pressures and taking the 
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latest research on sustainable food choices more seriously. With your acknowledgement, food 
options are an obvious opportunity to support increased reductions of GHG in Canada. 

Contact Information: 

The Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change  
Email: ​EC.MINISTRE-MINISTER.EC@CANADA.CA 
Mail:  
200 Sacré-Coeur Boulevard,  
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0H3 
Tel: 819-938-3860 or toll-free: 1-800-668-6767 

Learn More: 

● https://food-guide.canada.ca/en/ 

For more information, please email Climate Scorecard Canadian Country Manager: Diane 
Szoller at ​Canada@climatescorecard.org 

 

China 

Spotlight Activity: ​China Net Carbon Emissions Increased in 2018 
 
According to the report ​Statistical Bulletin of National Economic and Social Development in 
2018 ​released by National Bureau of Statistics on February 28, 2019, China’s carbon 
dioxide emissions per 10,000 yuan of GDP decreased by 4.0%. However, since the GDP is 
growing, even though the per unit of carbon decreased the overall level of carbon 
emissions increased. Therefore, according to the analysis, along with a 6% rise in GDP, the 
net emission has increased by 3%, which is the largest rise since 2013. 

The report shows that coal is the major form of energy used in China, and accounts for 
59.0% of total energy consumption, in spite of the efforts and actions plan for reducing 
household coal use and the push towards renewable energy in the past few years. 
Moreover, the production of fossil fuel-based raw materials used by the construction 
industry such as iron, steel, cement continue to rise, driving an increased energy demand. 
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As one of the main contributors to global carbon dioxide emissions, China’s actions 
towards emission reduction is crucial for reaching the overall emission reduction goals of 
the Paris Agreement. Therefore China’s government needs to do more to push towards 
low-carbon economy transformation. 
 
Activity Ranking: ** Standing Still 
 
Despite actions taken, China’s emissions continue to rise. More actions are needed if 
China is to fulfill its pledge to the Paris Agreement. 
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  
 
You can accelerate the energy transformation by sending the following message: 
 
 “We urge the government to put more efforts into moderating the growth of energy demand and 
pushing towards the low carbon economy transformation.” 
 
Send Action Alert Message to:  
 
Lifeng He, the Director of National Development and Reform Commission 
Website: ​http://xf.ndrc.gov.cn/xf/addmail.jsp 
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard China Country Manager Sichen Wan: ​Contact 
sichen@climatescorecard.org 
 
 
 

European Union 

 
Spotlight Issue - A European Finance-Climate Agreement to Fight Global Warming Gets 
Proposed 
 
On January 23, climate specialist, Jean Jouzel, and economist, Pierre Larrouturou, 
presented their European Finance-Climate Agreement. They are French activists and not 
EU officials. This project aims at limiting the rise of temperatures to below 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels, the least-cost scenario by the Paris Agreement. The two specialists 
developed two tools to fight against global warming.  
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The first one is the creation of a European Climate Bank that has the objective of 
according interest-free loans to Member States annually equal to 2% of the country’s 
GDP. For instance, in the case of France that would represent €45 billion per year to 
finance the climate transition. According to Pierre Larrouturou the European Climate 
Bank could be a subsidiary of the European Investments Bank. 
 
The second tool is the creation of a European budget for the climate, financed by a tax on 
corporate profits equal to 5%.  
 
Activity Rating: ** Standing Still 
 
The European Finance-Climate Agreement raises hopes in the fight against climate 
change by highlighting the fact that if the European Central Bank has been able to put 
€1,100 billion to help the bank sector to overcome the financial crises then, the €1,115 
billion per year from 2021 necessary in order to reach climate objectives according to the 
European Court of Auditors, is not a utopia. 
 
However, the European Finance Agreement is still a project to date. The EU has not 
officially endorsed it neither countries. Regarding the EU’s divided position on the 
question of raising its objectives for reducing gas emissions during the last COP, there is 
little chance that this project wins unanimous approval of EU countries. But, the two 
specialists think that if they can have at least 12 countries adopting the agreement, there 
is then a legislative mechanism called the enhanced cooperation. It allows a go ahead in 
the project although only 12 countries endorsed it, in which case it would send a strong 
message to the world. 
 
The establishment of a European Climate Bank will require a binding framework in order 
to ensure that 100% of the money loaned is used to finance the climate transition. 
 
Moreover, there is a risk that the creation of a European budget for the climate financed 
by a tax on corporate profits will affect SMEs much more than big companies.  
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.   
 
Write to Miguel Arias Cañete, Commissioner in charge of climate Action & Energy the 
following message: 
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Dear Mr. Arias Cañete, 
 
We would like to express our support to the European Finance-Climate Agreement project. The 
European Finance-Climate Agreement raises hopes in the fight against climate change by 
highlighting the fact that if the European Central Bank has been able to put €1,100 billion to 
help the bank sector to overcome the financial crises then, the €1,115 billion per year from 
2021 necessary in order to reach climate objectives according to the European Court of 
Auditors, is not a utopia. 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Email : ​cab-arias-canete-archives@ec.europa.eu 
Mailing Address: 
European Commission 
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
 
Learn More:  
 

● https://www.publicsenat.fr/article/parlementaire/climat-un-traite-europeen-pour
-mettre-la-finance-au-service-de-la-transition 

 
 
This Post was submitted by Cli9mate Scorecard EU Country Manager Lise Favre: ​Contact 

Lise@climatescorecard.org 

 
 
 

France 

Spotlight Activity: Cancellation of 2019 Carbon Tax Hike  

In its National Low-Carbon Strategy, Stratégie Nationale Bas Carbone, France had set a 
clear trajectory on reducing CO2 emissions. However, the yearly carbon tax hike 

scheduled on January 1​st​
, 2019 has been cancelled after popular opposition to an 
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increasing carbon tax hike without integral redistribution. The environmental movement 
is growingly dissatisfied at the repeated failure of France do decrease its GHG emissions.  

At this point, Climate Scorecard and partner organizations such as Saving Our Planet 
recommend to the French government to adopt redistributive carbon tax scheme, similar 
to the Carbon Fee & Dividend recently adopted by Canada. The temptation is high to 
implement this scheme only partially. But we must warn that this would only defeat the 
purpose. Instead, we propose to apply a price on carbon to all domestic and imported 
goods and services, and give all the money back to all taxpayers, as proposed by the CCL 
(Citizens Climate Lobby) in its CF&D (Carbon Fee & Dividend) package (for more details, 
read our Post #10).  

For France to successfully implement carbon neutrality by 2050, it needs to fix its carbon 
tax policy now. All citizens should receive equal dividends, as advised by the Climate 
Leadership Council. 

Activity Ranking: * Moving backward  

France should no longer delay the implementation of the Carbon Fee & Dividend. 
Compensation should be equal for all citizens. Tax exemptions should be limited to a 
minimum.  

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  

Write to the French Republic President, Mr. Emmanuel Macron and Environment 
Ministers, Mr. François de Rugy, Mrs. Brune Poirson, and Mrs. Emmanuelle Wargon:  

Mister President, Mr. & Mrs. Environment Ministers, Dear Sirs, Dear Ladies,  

France has trouble upholding courageous decisions to strengthen its carbon tax policy. Yet, a 
strong carbon tax and a uniform dividend are the most effective tools to reduce CO2 emissions 
fast and steady. This has been demonstrated by many organizations since COP21 (Citizens’ 
Climate Lobby, Saving Our Planet, Climate Scorecard et Citizens’ Climate Network) and most 
recently by the the Climate Leadership Council: For France to successfully implement a carbon 
tax policy, we propose to include Saving Our Planet, Climate Scorecard et Citizens’ Climate 
Network in working groups on the carbon tax implementation and evaluation.  

We are looking forward to your answer and working on climate action together. With our 
respectful and best regards, 
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[sign name] 

Contact Information: 

Emmanuel Macron 
Website: http://www.elysee.fr/ecrire-au-president-de-la-republique/  

Mr. François de Rugy 
Email: francois.de-rugy@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr  

Mrs. Brune Poirson 
Email: brune.poirson@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr  

Mrs Emmanuelle Wargon 
Email: emmanuelle.wargon@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr  

Learn More: 

● https://www.clcouncil.org/advantages-of-a-climate-dividends-plan/  

 

To contact us for more information, email Climate Scorecard French Country Manager: Stephan 
Savarese at stephan@climatescorecard.org  

Version française :�Phase 2 : Bulletin no. 13 France  

Activité ​: Annulation de l’Augmentation de la Taxe Carbone en 2019  

Dans sa Stratégie Nationale Bas Carbone, la France avait fixé une trajectoire claire en 
matière de réduction des émissions de CO2. Cependant, l'augmentation de la taxe 

carbone prévue au 1​er ​
janvier 2019 a été annulée, face à l’opposition populaire à une 

augmentation de taxe carbone sans redistribution intégrale. Simultanément, les 
mouvements écologistes sont de plus en plus mécontents des échecs répétitifs de la 
France à réduire ses émissions de GES.  

A ce stade, Climate Scorecard et les organisations partenaires telles que Saving Our 
Planet recommandent au gouvernement français d'adopter une taxe carbone similaire au 
dispositif de Prix & Dividende Carbone récemment adopté par le Canada. La tentation est 
grande de n’appliquer ce genre de mesures que partiellement. Mais nous devons mettre 
en garde contre le fait que cela irait à l'encontre du but recherché.�Inversement, nous 
proposons d'appliquer un prix sur le carbone uniformément redistribué, appliqué à tous 
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les biens et services locaux et importés, comme le propose depuis 2015 le CCL (Citizens 
Climate Lobby) dans son projet de Prix et Dividende Carbone (CF&D, Carbon Fee & 
Dividend) (pour plus de détails, voir notre article en anglais et en français : Post #10).  

Conclusion  

Pour que la France parvienne à mettre en œuvre avec succès la neutralité carbone d'ici 
2050, il lui faut remédier dès maintenant à sa politique de fiscalité carbone défaillante. 
Tous les citoyens devraient recevoir le même dividende, comme recommandé par le  

Climate Leadership Council: 
https://www.clcouncil.org/advantages-of-a-climate-dividends-plan/  

Evaluation : * En recul  

Augmenter les émissions de CO2 n’est pas une option durable. La France ne devrait plus 
retarder l'application à court terme du Prix et Dividende Carbone. La redistribution 
devrait être uniforme et égalitaire. Les dérogations d’application du Prix du Carbone sont 
trop importantes et devraient être encore réduites.  

Action pour le climat :  

Ecrivez au président de la République, Monsieur Emmanuel Macron et au Ministère de 
l’Environnement à Mr. LE Ministre François de Rugy et Mesdames les Secrétaires d’Etat 
Brune Poirson et Emmanuelle Wargon:  

Exemple de contribution :�« Monsieur le Président, Monsieur et Mesdames les Ministres,  

La France a du mal à mettre en place une taxe carbone à fort impact climatique. Pourtant, un 
prix et Dividende Carbone uniformes et égalitaires, comme recommandé depuis la COP21 par 
les organisations ​CCL (Citizens Climate Lobby), Saving Our Planet, Climate Scorecard, 
appuyées ​récemment par le ​Climate Leadership Council:  

https://www.clcouncil.org/advantages-of-a-climate-dividends-plan/  

Conclusion  

Pour que la France puisse mettre en œuvre avec succès une fiscalité écologique, juste et 
sociale, nous proposons d'inclure Climate Scorecard en tant qu'ONG membre des groupes 
de travail interministériels sur la fiscalité écologique. Nous y apporterons notre expertise 
des mesures de Prix et Dividende Carbone.  
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Climate Scorecard ​se tient à votre disposition pour une aide précise et efficace afin de définir et 
tenir les objectifs de l’Accord de Paris. Dans l’attente de votre réponse, nous soutenons votre 
action pour le climat en France et dans le monde.  

Avec nos salutations les plus respectueuses [Prénom Nom] »  

Envoyez ce Message d’Alerte :  

Ecrivez à Monsieur le Président de la République, Emmanuel Macron, Champion de la 
Terre :  

http://www.elysee.fr/ecrire-au-president-de-la-republique/  

et au Ministère de la Transition Ecologique et Solidaire : 
francois.de-rugy@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr 
brune.poirson@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr 
emmanuelle.wargon@ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr  

Ecoles, associations et organismes d’enseignement ou services sociaux  

Devenez partenaires de Climate Scorecard en vous inscrivant sur :  

https://www.climatescorecard.org/partners/  

Pour nous contacter, envoyez un courriel au Directeur National de Climate Scorecard: 
Stephan Savarese  

stephan@climatescorecard.org  

 

Germany 

Spotlight Activity: Conflicting Issues (The Environment, The Economy) and Culture) 
Confound Germany’s Efforts to Exit from Coal 

 
Germany has set itself a large goal to phase out coal and nuclear power at the same time in 
order to complete the energy transition towards renewables. While all nuclear power 
plants are said to be shut down by 2022, coal will continue to be a major form of stable 
energy supply until at least 2038.  
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In 2018, the energy contribution from fossil-fuel based sources decreased by 1.8 % since 
2017. Brown- and black coal have dropped for the 6​th​ time in the last decade. The figure 
below shows the primary energy consumption in Germany between different energy 
sources. Presently only 14 % of the energy consumption comes from renewable energy 
assumption while gas, coal, and oil make up to two thirds.  
 
Figure ​1 ​. Germany's distribution of energy consumption in 2018 

 
 
The 2018 Annual Report released by the Working Group for Energy Balance states that 
black coal has decreased by 11.2 % since the usage of black coal in electricity generation 
has been reduced by 16 %. Brown coal also saw a decrease but only of 1.9 %. However, 
Germany has large resources of brown coal remaining in the ground, which makes it a 
solid and continuous provider of baseline power for electricity.  
 
Germany’s natural gas and oil resources are not abundant and economically profitable 
enough to make up for the gap that would result from the immediate cut of brown coal. 
The graph below shows the relative percentage of domestic and imported primary energy 
resources. The rectangles highlighted by yellow correspond to nationally available 
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resources, respectively. The bars displayed as ‘Braunkohle’ alias brown coal and 
‘Kernenergie’ (nuclear energy) are the only resources that are locally sourced. All others, 
such as gas (‘Erdgas’), oil (‘Mineralöl) and black coal had to be imported from other 
countries with Russia being the most important partner. 
 

Figure ​2 ​. Dependence on imports of the individual sectors in 2006 and 2016 

 
 
In 2016, Germany was ranked as the 6​th​ highest import nation for black coal. In fact, since 
the rapid shutdown of nuclear plants in Germany, the created energy gaps had to be filled, 
which resulted in a rapid rise in coal consumption. It seems ironic, considering that with 
the endorsement of the Paris Agreement, Germany agreed to do everything in its power 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
Germany exports a lot more of its generated energy than it uses. However, it is most likely 
that this positive balance is associated with the generation of renewable energy in the 
warmer months of the year where less energy, in general, is needed, leading to a surplus 
on the grid.  
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Current German coal mines provide approximately 70-80,000 direct jobs in the 
concerned regions. The areas for the coal mines are predominantly located in the eastern 
parts of Germany. One of the major challenges to the exit from coal is to find solutions for 
the affected people who have been living and working in their homes for decades. The coal 
industry is part of the culture in those areas, having been present for more than 200 years. 
It is not an easy task to find an alternative or substitute.  
 
It is also understood that the transition from coal-based energy requires alternative 
reliable energy sources. However, it is not a good idea to invest in the extension and 
deepening of harbors like in Brunsbüttel in order to encourage the import of liquified 
natural gas (LNG). The idea to import LNG from the US is, perhaps, geostrategic but from a 
transparent and environmental perspective not ideal. Germany is against fracking in 
unsafe areas while the United States is using fracking on a regular basis to extract 
valuable gas from the ground. Importing gas that may have been generated through 
fracking where it could harm the surroundings should not be used in Germany if we are to 
stay truthful to our principles. 
 
Activity Rating: *** Right Direction 
 
Germany is moving in the right direction in its goal to transition from a fossil-fuel 
dependent economy to a renewable energy economy. Throughout the last decade 
investments and subsidies have been allocated to the renewable energy sector in addition 
to the extension of the national grid. However, the brown coal sector has been largely 
untouched until only just recently. It is in this area, where Germany needs better energy 
transition policies. Despite the 70,000 jobs that depend on the continuity of the mining 
operations, the German government needs to take responsibility and provide alternative 
employment solutions for these coal miners.  
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  
 
We urge you to send the following message to Mr. Diercks (General Manager of the 
Federal Association for Brown Coal), Mr. Altmeier (Federal Minister of Economic Affairs 
and Energy), Mr. Maaßen (General Manager of Federal Association for Brown Coal in 
Bergheim. 
 
Germany has agreed to become predominantly carbon neutral by 2050. To achieve this goal the 
government needs to develop a just transition plan to meet the employment needs of those who 
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will be affected by the closing of brown coal mines. Those affected should be consulted in the 
development of such a plan.  
 
Contact Information: 
 
Braunkohle 
Dipl.-Volkswirt Uwe Maaßen 
General Manager for Brown Coal Association 
Uwe Maaßen 
Auenheimer Str. 27 
50129 Bergheim 
Telephone: 0 2271 99577-34 
uwe.maassen@braunkohle.de 
 
Vereinigung Rohstoffe und Bergbau e. V. 
Thorsten Diercks 
Am Schillertheater 4 
10625 Berlin 
Tel.: +49 30 315182-22  
E-Mail: ​info@v-r-b.de 
 
Learn More: 
 

● Article on current situation in coal industry area, 
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/wirtschaft/ruhrgebiet-bergbau-kohle-1.4272269 

● Article on energy transition by Craig Morris (2018) 
https://energytransition.org/2018/01/german-energy-consumption-2017/ 

● https://www.google.com/search?q=energyie+bilanz&rlz=1C1CHBF_deDE813DE8
13&oq=energyie+bilanz+&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.11460j0j7&sourceid=chrome&
ie=UTF-8 

● Article on energy consumption in 2018 
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/significant-drop-energy-use-pushes-dow
n-german-emissions-2018 

● Link to article on the deepening of the harbor for possible LNG imports: 
https://www.ndr.de/nachrichten/schleswig-holstein/Altmaier-in-Kiel-Rueckenwin
d-fuer-LNG-Terminal-,altmaier334.html 

 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Germany Country Manager Berit Mohr: ​Contact 
Berit@climatescorecard.org 
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India 
 
Spotlight Activity: Supreme Court Orders An Eviction of Indigenous Communities from 
Forest Areas 
 
In February this year, India’s apex court, while deciding on a case filed by hardcore wildlife 
conservation groups, ordered the eviction of millions of indigenous communities, known 
as tribals or Adavasis from the forests they have been abiding in for centuries. However, 
there has never been legal recognition of their rights to the forest land where they live. 
 
According to ​The Guardian​, A number of Indian wildlife and conservation organisations, 
including Wildlife First, the Wildlife Trust of India, and the Tiger Research and 
Conservation Trust have accused the tribal people of destroying the forests’ biodiversity 
and have petitioned the court to clear them from the land. The debate about wildlife 
versus forest dwellers is an old one. But most Indian NGOs understood years ago that the 
Adivasis were not the enemy, and they have been fighting on the same side. 
 
The 2006 Forest Rights Act gave Adivasi rights to live on and protect the land that they 
had been cultivating within forest boundaries. The Forest Rights Act undid historic 
injustices perpetrated on the communities of forest dwellers for centuries. It empowered 
tribal councils to reject planning applications by mineral companies, such as UK-based 
Vedanta, to mine for bauxite in the Niyamgiri hills. 
 
However, under the act tribal people had to file a claim with state governments to secure 
the title deeds to their lands. Unfortunately, thousands of these claims by Adivasis have 
been rejected all over India, and the country’s highest court has now decreed they are 
“encroachers” and should be evicted. 
 
States have been to​ld to begin evictions by July if tribes cannot produce documented 
evidence proving ownership. How can people who did not have paper, who did not know 
they had to have written entitlement to live on land their ancestors occupied, be expected 
to produce relevant title deeds? 
 
But now, according to the order of the Supreme Court, more than one million tribal and 
other forest-dwelling households will be forcefully evicted from forestlands across 
sixteen states of India. The Court’s decision invited very critical and strong reactions from 
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the indigenous communities, ecologists, other conservation groups and even political 
parties. By not recognising the local communities’ rights to the forest lands Indian federal 
and state governments have been adding to the historical injustice done to these 
indigenous communities. 
 
Looking at the huge pressure that mounted on the government, and anticipating the 
negative impact of this during the forthcoming general elections of the country, the 
central government was forced to ask for a review of this decision of the court. 
Fortunately, the decision has been stayed until July. However, the eviction threat looms 
large over the communities. 
 
At Climate Scorecard, we have already reported how it is important to recognize the 
rights of the indigenous and local communities over forests under the Forest Rights Act 
(FRA) for the conservation of natural biodiversity-rich forests and hence aid to India’s 
climate goals. 
 
 “The FRA also represents a core strategy for mitigating climate change and meeting 
India’s commitments under the Paris Agreement, as community rights recognition under 
the FRA has already led to an upsurge in community-led conservation and restoration of 
forests,” said a statement released by the US-based Rights and Resources Initiative, which 
has been closely monitoring the community protected forest areas. 
 
Activity Rating: * Falling Behind 
 
Looking at the huge negative impact this move will have on the local communities, and 
hence India’s Paris climate goals, it can be said that India is falling behind its international 
peers in climate change-oriented policy. 
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below 
 
We want you to write to Dr. Harsh Vardhan, India’s Minister for Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change asking him to strongly prepare a defense for the indigenous communities 
and fight the case in the Supreme Court for a permanent stay on the eviction order by the 
apex court.  
 
You can email him at ​ps2moefcc@gov.in  
Twitter handle of the Minister: @DrHVoffice 
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Twitter handle of the Ministry: @moefcc 
Learn More: 
 

● https://www.survivalinternational.org/about/fra 
● https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2014/jan/14

/india-rejection-vedanta-mine-victory-tribal-rights 
● https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/sc-eviction-order-likel

y-to-impact-1-89-mn-tribal-forest-dwelling-families-119022101132_1.html 
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard India Country Manager Ranjan Panda 
 
 
 

Indonesia 

 
Spotlight Activity: Indonesia Receives First Installment of $1Billion Climate Change 
Financing  
 
In 2010, the Norwegian government committed to financing projects in Indonesia that 
would reduce greenhouse gas emission from deforestation and forest degradation or 
improve forest management and forest carbon stocks (REDD+, reducing emissions from 
deforestation and degradation. The plus was added to encapsulate all other projects 
related to forestry which capture carbon). REDD+ is a well-established clean development 
mechanism created under the UNFCCC COP agreements. The Norwegian International 
Climate and Forest Initiative (NICFI) has provided REDD+ funding under this REDD+ 
framework.  
 
The Norwegian government committed $1 billion to Indonesia to be paid in installments 
as projects prove verifiable results. After the agreement, Indonesia enacted the 2010 
moratorium on primary forest and peatland clearing covering 44 million hectares of land. 
With falling deforestation rates in 2017, the Climate and Environment Minister of 
Norway agreed to begin paying Indonesia for its progress. The first payment is estimated 
to be $20 million for preventing the emission of 4.8 million tons of carbon; this number 
may increase depending on negotiations. With Norway’s agreement with Brazil, each ton 
of carbon emissions avoided was valued at $5. Indonesia is hoping for a larger reward per 
ton. 
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Further funding will be provided when Indonesia can prove further avoided GHG 
emissions. Norway’s payments to Indonesia will not be used to offset their carbon 
emissions. 
 
Activity Rating: *** Moving Forward  
 
13% of the $1 billion pledge has been spent. This first payment, years after the 
announcement of the agreement in 2010, reflects the time lag to implement government 
mitigation programs and policies as well as develop an MRV (measurement, verification, 
reporting) system to prove that emissions were avoided. The Ministry of Environment and 
Forestry (KLHK) absorbed the previous administration’s REDD+ agency, putting the 
responsibility of leading REDD+ programming on the KLHK.  
 
This first payment, although nearly a decade after the start of the deal, represents a major 
step forward for Indonesia’s realization of its nationally determined contribution. Its 
commitment to reduce GHG emissions by 26% by 2020 has been increased to 29% by 
2030 following its baseline. However, Indonesia also committed to cutting GHG emissions 
by 41% if international support was given. 
 
Falling deforestation rates and increasing climate financing are exciting steps towards a 
climate-oriented government. Now, Indonesia must explain by how much the 26% 
reduction commitment will rise given this increase in climate financing from Norway. 
Indonesia committed to reducing 41% of emissions if the international community 
provided financing to mitigation efforts. Indonesia must explain by what increase it will 
pursue this goal.  
 
Contact Information: 
 
Tweet out the ​#41%UntukIklim​ and mention the name of your parliament representative 
with a message in support of strengthening Indonesia’s pledge.  
 
For more information contact Climate Scorecard Indonesia Country Manager Tristan Grupp: 
Tristan@climatescorecard.org 
 
 
 

Italy 
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Spotlight Activity: Climate Change Becomes a Low Government Priority 
 
After the presentation of the ​Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan​ (INECP) to the 
European Commission in January, Italy seemed to be moving in the right direction to meet 
its pledge under the Paris Agreement.  
 
What has happened since? No news, ​bad​ news!  
 
After the general election in 2018, no political party won an outright majority. Prof. 
Giuseppe Conte was appointed as the prime minister with support from the Matteo 
Salvini’s League and the Luigi Di Maio’s Five Star Movement (M5S). League and M5S are 
two different parties: M5S was born as an anti-establishment group, the League is a 
right-wing regionalist political party.  
 
The M5S, that was born with a large ecological footprint, got lost within the political 
mechanism. The League, the far-right political party which has never talked about 
environment, has seized the day.  
 
Italian policymakers just charge ahead, with differences of opinion within the government 
majority and gossip. Climate change is being relegated to the bottom of the list of 
government priorities; nobody talks about climate change.  

 
Record heat, powerful storms, flooding, prolonged drought, and forest fires remind us of 
the climate change emergency. According to the National Climatic Data Centre, January 
2019 was third warmest on record for the globe. Global land and ocean surface 
temperature was marked at 0.88°C (1.58°F) above the 20​th​-century average. The global 
land-only January 2019 temperature was the fourth highest in the 140-year record at 
1.51°C above average. 
 
Coldiretti, the most important Italian association of farmers, raises the alarm: climate 
change is harming agriculture. In 2018, Italy faced around 148 extreme climatic events, 
but policymakers have not acted. Since January 1​st​ the President of the Republic, Sergio 
Mattarella was the only politician who talked about climate change. Mattarella quoted 
Greta Thunberg, the young Swedish activist, during the inaugural speech at the University 
of Tuscia in Viterbo. 
 
Mattarella underlined the importance of political action, and the importance of a change 
in the approach. Italian policymakers usually do not pay attention to prevention: “lots of 
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the emergencies and natural disasters we face in Italy, derive from an absence of land 
protection and replenishment.  
 
Fortunately, the art world and youngers are active: on Feb, 28 there was the inauguration 
of the XXII Triennale di Milano, titled “Broken Nature: Design Takes on Human Survival.” 
The exhibit aims at repairing the broken relationship between humanity and nature; it 
highlights the concept of restorative design and studies the state of the threads that 
connect humans to their natural environments. 
 
Moreover, Italian students are organizing a climate strike, on Friday, March 15.  
 
Activity Rating: ** Standing Still  
 
Since the beginning of 2019, Italian policymakers have not spoken about environmental 
issues. Climate change is an emergency. Laws and proposals are okay, but not sufficient as 
far as they remain words. It takes practical, swift and effective action, as land 
replenishment and education of citizens about respect for the environment. 
 
The government should finance land maintenance in order to improve prevention and 
disaster risk reduction. Moreover, it would be useful to strengthen performance audits on 
water, and natural resource management, and put an end to illegal building, so popular in 
Italy that is depleting our land. 
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below. 
 
Please send the following message to the President of the Italian Republic, Sergio 
Mattarella and to the Minister for Environment, Sergio Costa:  
 
Dear President Mattarella/ Dear Minister Costa, 
 
Time is running out and we must stop global warming in order to avoid the apocalypse. The time 
for words is over, and the time for action has come. Italy must take a firm position without going 
on with the political debate. 

 
Energy and commitments on CO2 reduction are positive, but now it is time for daily action, land 
preservation and for engaging in a sustainable lifestyle. Let us make it the new Italian style. 
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Contact Information: 
 
President of the Italian Republic, Sergio Mattarella: 
Email: ​presidente@pec.governo.it 
 
Minister Sergio Costa: 
Email: ​ ​s​egreteria.ministro@minambiente.it 
 
Learn more: 

 
● President Mattarella at University of Tuscia (It): 

https://www.repubblica.it/ambiente/2019/02/26/news/mattarella_lancia_l_allarm
e_ambiente_e_cita_greta_thunberg-220218470/ 

● XXII Triennale di Milano (It): 
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2019/02/27/news/triennale_milano-220297
675/#gallery-slider=220289493 

● Coldiretti alarm (It): 
https://www.coldiretti.it/ambiente-e-sviluppo-sostenibile/clima-2019-terzo-anno
-piu-caldo-sempre 

● National Climatic Data Centre (En): 
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/global-climate-201901 

 
 

Japan 

 
Spotlight Activity:​ ​Cancellation of one of Japan’s largest coal-fired power plants project 
in the Tokyo Bay Area 
 
On January 31, 2019, Tokyo Gas Co., Kyushu Electric Power Co., and Idemitsu Kosan Co. 
jointly announced their decision to abandon to build a massive coal-fired power plant in 
Sodegaura City, Chiba Prefecture. These three project sponsors planned to construct a 
coal-fired power plant with a maximum total of 2 million kilowatts in two mid-2020s. 
 
In Japan, after the Great East Japan Earthquake, the proportion of natural gas, oil and coal 
is increasing due to the increase in thermal power generation as a substitute, while many 
of the nuclear power plants are stopped. Furthermore, with the full liberalization of 
electricity retailing in 2016, large electric power or gas companies planned to construct 
coal-fired power plants and develop their market in the metropolitan area. 
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However, in order to clear the standards of the Energy Conservation Law, the three 
companies later had to add not only the initially planned coal-fired power but also 
equipment to co-firing coal and woody biomass. Therefore, they “have concluded that the 
project cannot yield initially expected investment returns” as capital investment and 
procurement costs of wood chips will increase. 
 
With respect to coal-fired power generation, in addition to the large emission of CO2, a 
problem is the emission of harmful air pollutants. According to the Paris Agreement, our 
society has to make the global greenhouse gas emissions substantially zero in the second 
half of the 21st century. The decarbonisation movement is accelerating internationally. 
France, Canada, and the UK have announced to set the operation of coal-fired power to 
zero by 2030. 
 
Although coal-fired power is criticized for going against the Paris agreement, Tokyo gas 
insisted that this trend did not directly affect this decision. In addition, Kyushu Electric 
President Kazuhiro Ikebe also stressed that this judgment does not mean denying 
coal-fired power. In fact, Kyushu Electric Power Co. is now constructing coal-fired power 
plants in other areas in Japan. 
 
Tokyo Gas and Kyushu Electric Power will change the fuel to LNG and plan to continue 
the new thermal power plant plan. 
 
Activity Rating: **** Moving Forward 
 
The Activity, as reported, moves the country forward in fulfilling its Paris Agreement 
pledge to meeting a net zero emissions target in Paris Agreement, it is important to phase 
out coal-fired power plants, as coal-powered plants are the most carbon-intensive fuel 
among all fossil fuels. In Japan, on the other hand, since the Fukushima Nuclear Power 
Plant accident, major reviews of the energy plan were conducted, and new construction 
plans of coal-fired power plants were moving forward. However, in recent years, due to 
the weakened demand for domestic electricity, expansion of renewable energy, 
opposition movements by residents, spread of divestment, etc., the plans are canceled one 
after another. In this context, the cancellation of the Sodegaura plan which was expected 
to have the largest capacity in Japan is a proper decision and we welcome it.  
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below. 
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Dear Minister of Economy, Trade, and Industry, Hiroshige Seko, 
 
Regarding coal-fired power, the government considers coal as an important base-load source 
that is excellent in stable supply and economy under the Fifth Energy Basic Plan. However, 
coal-fired power plants account for a large portion of the CO2 emissions in Japan. We request to 
move away from coal-fired power generation at an early stage so as not to be left behind by the 
trend of decarbonization in the world.  
 
Also, from the viewpoint of health and environmental impacts on our neighborhoods, we request 
an immediate stop to the construction of coal-fired power plants, which will be a hotbed of air 
and water pollution. Careful discussion of LNG-fired power is also necessary in the future. 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, Hiroshige Seko 
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 
Web: https://wwws.meti.go.jp/honsho/comment_form/comments_send.htm 
 
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry Secretariat of the Agency for 
Natural Resources and Energy Director General Affairs Division 
Strategic Planning Division Tanaka 
Person in charge: Akamatsu, Tomizawa, Ozawa 
Phone: 03-3501-1511 (extension 4471) 
03-3501-2096 (direct) 
03-3580-8426 (FAX) 
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Japan Country Manager, Atsuko Suzuki 
 
 
 
 
Japan (Japanese) 
 
 
2019年1月31日、東京ガス、九州電力、出光興産は、千葉県袖ケ浦市で計画していた
石炭火力発電所の新設を中止すると発表した。3社は2020年代中頃に２基で最大計200
万キロワットの石炭火力発電所を建設する予定であった。 
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日本では東日本大震災以降、原子力発電所の多くが停止する中で、代替としての火力発
電の増加などにより天然ガスや石油、石炭の比率が増している。さらに、電力小売りの
完全自由化を2016年に控え、首都圏への参入を計画する電力大手やガス大手などによ
る、経済性を重視した石炭火力発電所の建設計画が次々に持ち上がっていた。 
  
しかし、３社はその後、省エネ法の基準をクリアするため、当初予定していた石炭火力
だけでなく、石炭と木質バイオマスを混焼する設備を追加する必要が生じた。今回の中
止の決定の理由については、そのための設備投資や木材チップの調達コストなどがかさ
むことから、事業の採算性が見込めないためとした。 
  
石炭火力発電については、温室効果ガスであるCO2の排出量が多いことに加えて、石
炭中の有害物質により大気汚染物質の排出が多いといったことが問題になっている。パ
リ協定では、21世紀の後半に世界の温室効果ガス排出を実質ゼロにすることが目標と
された。これを踏まえて、フランスやカナダ、イギリスは、石炭火力の稼働を2030年
までにゼロにする方針を打ち出しており、脱炭素の動きは国際的に加速している。 
  
このように、石炭火力はパリ協定の目標達成に逆行するものとして風当たりが強まって
いるが、今回の決定について東京ガスは「直接的には影響していない」と述べた。さら
に、九州電力の池辺和弘社長も「今回の判断は、石炭火力を否定するものではない」と
強調しており、事実、九州電力は、他地域での石炭火力発電所を建設中である。 
  
また今後東京ガスと九州電力の2社は、燃料をLNGに変更し、火力発電所の新設計画を
継続することとしている。 
 
アクティビティ評価 
 
**** ​Good Move:​ The Activity, as reported, moves the country forward in fulfilling its Paris 
Agreement pledge 
パリ協定における温室効果ガス排出実質ゼロの目標達成のためには、エネルギー源のう
ち最も炭素集約度の高い石炭を用いた火力発電所を廃止していくことが重要である。 
一方、日本では福島原発事故以降、エネルギー計画の大幅な見直しが行われ、パリ協定
とは逆行する形で、石炭火力発電所の新設計画が進められた。 
しかし近年は、国内電力需要の伸び悩みや自然エネルギーの拡大、住民の反対運動、ダ
イベストメントの広がりなどによって、計画の中止も相次いでいる。 
そんな中で、国内最大級の設備容量を有することが見込まれていた袖ケ浦の計画中止は
真っ当な判断であり、肯定的に捉える。 
 
アクションアラートメッセージ 
石炭火力について、政府は第５次エネルギー基本計画で「安定供給性や経済性に優れた
重要なベースロード電源」と位置づけている。しかし、石炭火力発電所によるCO2排
出量は、日本のCO2排出の中でも大きな割合を占めている。世界の脱炭素化の潮流
に、日本が取り残されることのないよう、早期段階での石炭火力発電からのフェードア
ウトを求める。また、周辺住民への健康及び環境影響の観点からも、大気汚染及び水質
汚染の温床となる石炭火力発電所の新設を直ちに中止することを求める。 
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加えて、LNG火力についても、第５次エネルギー基本計画では有効活用の促進に努め
るとしているが、新規建設による大量のCO2排出増や世界のLNG需要増が予想される
ことを考慮すると、今後慎重な議論が必要である。 
 
 
 

Mexico 

 
Spotlight Activity:​ ​Cancellation of the Fourth Long-Term Clean Energy Auction 
 
In its Energy Transition Law, Mexico committed to reach 35% electricity generation 
through renewable sources by 2024. This goal is also embodied in Mexico’s NDC. The 
country has specific goals and tools for transitioning to clean energies, and t​here are key 
mechanisms that support the promotion of clean energy generation, one of such being the 
national Long-Term Auctions (SLPs by its Spanish acronym).  
 

Through SLPs, entities responsible for providing electricity to consumers can enter into 
contracts to receive their Power, Cumulative Electric Power and Clean Energy 
Certificates (CELs) needs. This allows energy vendors to have a stable source of payments, 
contributing to financing the investments require​d to develop new Power Plants or to 
re-power existing ones. CELs are a market instrument.  
 

For each MWh generated with clean technologies, the generator receives a CEL. Big 
registered consumers (e.g. Coca-Cola) and ​energy suppliers ​ (e.g. Iberodrola and CFE) have 
the obligation to have a percentage of their energy come from renewable sources (e.g. 
5.8% in 2018. It increases yearly). Suppliers and big-consumers are CEL buyers, while 
generators are sellers, although CELs usually come in a package with the MWh purchased.  
 
As a market instrument, CELs’ price varies with offer and demand (but they’re around 20 
USD).  
 
Since 2015, three national auctions have been held, with very positive results; 78 projects 
from national and foreign companies were awarded, 47 of solar energy, 21 of wind power 
and 10 of another type, which represents a 10% of current total national energy 
generation. This also brought economic benefits for 19 of the 32 Mexican states, 
increased national solar generation, and contributed to the diversification of energy 
generation, in turn increasing electricity stability.  
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The fourth and most recent auction was held last year. Winners were scheduled to be 
announced no later than December 2018. However, due to the change of command in the 
national government and institutions, the announcement of the winners was suspended, 
with claims of needing to review the objectives and scope of the auction. The responsible 
authorities had two months to set a new date for the announcement, however, the result 
was the cancellation of the contest.  
 
SLPs results have a direct relationship with the evolution of renewable energies in the 
country. Energy offer and demand send signals to participants and investors regarding the 
current state, and the potential development, of the market. The cancellation of the fourth 
SLP hampers the credit profile of the clean-energy sector. The elimination of these 
mechanisms could critically delay the advance of clean technology for electricity 
generation. In addition, it casts doubts over the future of private financing for new energy 
projects. To date, the government has not ruled on the future of the auctions, although it 
has declared itself in alignment with international mitigation targets.  
 
Long-term power auctions are essential to achieving the national renewable energy 
generation and emissions mitigation goals, bringing the country closer to the objectives of 
the Paris Agreement. SLPs also increase and diversify the capacity of the national electric 
system, generate investment and green jobs, contribute to the economy’s 
decarbonization, and shield the country against the carbon bubble. Mexico is at a critical 
moment to make decisions and benefit from the great renewable energy potential it has, 
taking advantage of the great economic and environmental opportunities that this could 
mean. 
 
Activity Rating: ** Standing Still 
 
The new administration needs to pronounce itself on the subject, clarifying the future of 
Auctions; stopping speculation and easing doubts in the green investment sector, since 
regulatory certainty is very important for investment and innovation. SLPs have the 
potential to diversify the national economy and lower energy prices, all while mitigating 
emissions and shielding the sector against the eventual collapse of the oil economy. As 
such, SLPs should be resumed, or a similar, improved mechanism should be put in place to 
ensure energy generation transitions into a low-carbon sector.  
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below. 
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The revision of awarded contracts and the clarification of SLPs’ goals and objectives are 
important. However, some have raised concerns about this mechanism, which was fostering 
investment in the expansion of renewable energies, being cancelled indefinitely. Maintaining a 
carbon-intensive energy strategy is both environmentally and economically risky. Therefore, we 
ask the new government, and the new heads of ministry, to support the strategies that have 
proven effective for the expansion of green technologies. This is not only for the better of the 
planet and future generations but also for long-term economic stability. 
 
Contact Information:  
 
Secretary of Energy- Rocío Nahle 
Email: calidad@energia.gob.mx 
Website: https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/#383 
Telephone: 50006000 
Address: Insurgentes Sur 890,  
Del Valle, Ciudad de México. C.P. 03100 
 
Director of CFE- Manuel Bartlett 
Email: director.general@cfe.gob.mx 
Website: https://www.cfe.mx/Pages/Index.aspx 
Telephone: 55164840 
Address: Paseo de la Reforma 164, Col. Juarez, Cuauhtémoc, 
Ciudad de México. C.P. 03100 
 
Learn more: 
 

● Long-term Clean Energy Auction: Clean Energy promoters 
https://home.kpmg/mx/es/home/tendencias/2017/12/subastas-a-largo-plazo-pro
motoras-de-energia-limpia.html 

● Mexican Electricity Market 101 
https://www.thegreenexpo.com.mx/2018/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/pow04_
Gumersindo-Cue.pdf 

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Mexico Country Managers Aline Escolana and 
Valeria Portillo 

 

Nigeria 
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Spotlight Activity: IWAVE Workshop Builds Nigeria’s Capacity to Repair Hydro-Electric 
Dams 

On the 24​th​-25​th​ January 2019, the Federal government of Nigeria, through the Ministry 
of Water Resources, hosted an event with the theme: “Adding Ground Water Dimension 
to The Understanding and Management of Shared Water Resources in the Sahel Region” - 
RAF7019. Subsequent development of training was held in July 2018, after the approval 
of this project phase in January 2018. 

Climate change is increasing the pressure on water bodies, from floods and droughts to 
ocean acidification and rising sea levels. With records since 2013 following the ravaging 
effects of flood incidence in Nigeria 2012, Nigeria Hydrological Services Agency (NIHSA) 
has stayed on a leading edge of data collection and information on flooding incidence. In 
2018, the flood forecast warnings were in many places publicized which served as a tool 
and guide in flood management. Thus the need for the Federal government’s continuous 
collaboration with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to assist understand and 
manage underground water resources. 

The groundwater event is a follow up (phase 2) to the stakeholder and consultative 
“Integrated and Sustainable Management of Shared Aquifer Systems and Basins of the 
Sahel Region”-RAF7011 (phase1) where Water Availability Enhancement (IWAVE) 
methodology was embraced for use as a process in data gap analysis, and management. 
And for increase national capacity to wholly conduct water resources assessment using 
isotope hydrology approaches. 

This phase is mainly addressing the sustaining capacity and bridging information gaps via 
additional enhanced data collection and interpretations, and training. Improvement of 
ability in productive management of water resources and Nigeria’s competence to meet 
the uncertainty of climate variability and change. It serves as a catalyst to a multi-state 
alliance for equalizing conflicting water uses in shared boundary groundwater basin. For 
strengthening knowledge by enforcing a step-wise analytical framework on 
circumstances affecting national water gap resulting in organized input to achieve goals. 
As an avenue for reliable access to clean water for drinking, agriculture and 
sanitation-being the biggest challenge facing western Africa to central and northern 
Africa-a home to rich bodies of water underground. 
 
The event aimed at training personnel to develop natural hydrological know-how for 
accomplishing the Technical Cooperation Project. The Ministry of Water Resources and 
Nigeria Hydrological Services and Agency (NIHSA) are answerable for the execution. 
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As reported by All Africa, the impact of climate change is expected to intensify in the next 
years ahead. And Nigeria being precariously located in the downstream basin of two 
major trans-boundary rivers, project RAF7019 will solve water problems, provide hydro 
dams, and multi-purpose dams, revamping these dams and expand hectares for 
irrigations, store water, and prevent floods. 
 
In protecting wetlands, water storage areas, and strategically tree planting, there will be 
restoration of rivers to their natural courses-as healthy river systems reduce carbon 
emissions. 
 
Activity Rating: **** Moving Forward 
 
Based on the Federal government’s achievements so far, participating in the Technical 
Cooperation project has triggered Completion of 6 out of many abandoned hydro dams in 
Nigeria during the 1​st ​phase before the present workshop for 2​nd​ phase kick off –it is highly 
commendable. Anticipating that this training workshop will spur greater commitments for 
nationwide spread accomplishment.  
 

Take Action:​ ​Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  
 
Engr. Clement Onyeaso Nze  
 
Dear Sir, 

 
We are glad to see the government take practical steps to promote the water management 
expansion process. We hope to see a better job of water management done in the future for flood 
prevention, resilience, and sustainability. 
 
Contact Information:  
 
Engr. Clement Onyeaso Nze  
The Director General, 
Nigeria Hydrological Services Agency (NIHSA) 
Plot 222, Foundation Plaza, 
Shettma Ali Monguno Cresent, 
Utako, Abuja, Nigeria 
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Learn More: 
 

● Newspaper coverage of the event available at: 
http://thenationonline.ng.net/fg-partners-iaea-on-managemant-of-unground-wat
er-resources 

● Nigeria Hydrological Services Agency’video and report of the event: 
http//nihsa.gov.ng/category/news 

● http://iaea.org/newscenter/iaea-launches-second-project-on-sustainable-ground-
water-management-in-the-sahel-region  

 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Country Manager Priscilla Offlong​: 
Contact ​Priscilla@climatescorecard.org 
 
 

Russia 

Spotlight Activity: Russia Takes Steps Towards the Ratification of the Paris Agreement 

Late last year, the country’s lead climate advisor, Ruslan Edelgeriev, released a statement 
flagging the preparation of a key report on the pros and cons of ratification. In January, 
business daily Kommersant reported that Edelgeriev had asked a working group of 
government experts to have the report ready by the end of February, with a view of 
landing the document on Vladimir Putin’s desk by March. 

The government would then be a position to submit ratification legislation to the 
country’s two parliamentary chambers, the parliament and federal consul. The move 
coincided with a shift from a key business group that had previously called for Russia to 
move slowly on its ratification of the deal. 

In a letter to the environment ministry on 17 January, Alexander Shokhin, the head of the 
Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (RSPP), wrote that “Russian producers 
are interested in ratification” as “the absence of national obligations and state regulation 
of activities to combat climate change may serve as a pretext for imposing economic 
restrictions on Russian companies.” Shoshkin also cited a loss of competitiveness along 
with unnecessary costs. 

The European Commission indicated last year it would prefer countries in trade 
negotiations that had backed the Paris deal. Accordingly, the Japan-EU agreement 
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concluded in 2017 contained a chapter explicitly referring to the ratification and 
implementation of the Paris deal. 

Neither the RSPP or a spokesperson for the EU responded to a request for comment. 

Nearly 200 countries, including Russia, have signed the Paris Agreement, which commits 
members to limiting global warming to “well below 2C.” 

Ratification typically involves an act of parliament, although it varies from country to 
country. Russia, which accounts for nearly 5% of global greenhouse emissions remains the 
largest of the 12 signatories that have not formally ratified the deal. 

Alexey Kokorin, a climate change officer from WWF Russia, said he believed Russia’s new 
climate representative Edelgeriev was providing an impetus that could see the 
government follow through with the process. 

“The big positive is that the new Mr. Edelgeriev completely supports ratification. He 
would like ratification as his personal view, he would like to make that he has made 
something significant,” said Kokorin. 

But Kokorin warned that the ratification had yet to pass a legislative ring of fire. 

Deputies “will resist it as much as possible using this to demonstrate themselves as 
Russian patriots. The populists of United Russia will certainly delay the process to prove 
themselves”, he said. 

There may also be resistance from within the government. A representative from the 
ministry of science was the only official to oppose the ratification during the working 
group, reported Kommersant, citing a lack of evidence for man-made climate change. 

Russia was part of a small group of oil and gas producing states that blocked a recent UN 
conference from welcoming a hugely influential scientific report on the impacts of 
warming 1.5C above pre-industrial temperatures. 

Activity Rating: ***​ ​Right Direction 

The recommendations to ratify the Paris Agreement made by government and business 
leaders are encouraging. We hope that the President and the Russian Duma will take the 
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steps needed to ensure that Russia joins the 185 other countries that have ratified the 
Agreement. 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  

Dear Mr. Shokhin:  

We congratulate your organization for supporting Russia’s ratification of the Paris Climate 
Agreement. We hope you will continue to advocate for passage of a ratification resolution by the 
government so that Russia can join 185 other countries that have ratified the Agreement. 

Contact Information: 
 
Alexander Shokhin, Head of Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs  
rspp@rspp.ru 
 
Learn More: 
 

● http://kremlin.ru/catalog/persons/571/events/59620 
● https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3862151?fbclid=IwAR0BG-YHcp0pL7leGpB0vy

IuZN5iogRqinEl6XOJ8jh9MDEk4uRUGRE-9qY 
● https://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/02/02/eu-difficult-imagine-trade-dea

ls-countries-not-paris-agreement/ 
● https://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/07/17/eu-japan-trade-deal-first-carr

y-paris-climate-clause/ 
● https://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/07/12/countries-yet-ratify-paris-agre

ement/ 
● https://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/08/climate-science-1-5c-erased-u

n-talks-us-saudis-step/ 
 
This Activity Report is reproduced from an article in Climate Home News. The rating of the 
activity was done by Climate Scorecard staff.   
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Saudi Arabia  
 
Spotlight Activity: Strengthens Its Intention to Increase Domestic Renewable Energy 
Supply 
 
Saudi Arabia has recently stressed the need for a balanced strategy of improving the 
quality of fossil fuel to reducing greenhouse gas emissions while expanding its renewable 
energy program. Saudi Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih told a clean energy conference that 
was held on January 14-17, 2019 in Abu Dhabi that a gradual transition to renewables will 
factor in the continued growth of the global demand for oil and avoid risks.  
 
He signaled the Kingdom’s intention to increase domestic renewable energy supply from 
9.5 GW to about 60 GW by 2030. He also unveiled new plans for renewable energy 
production this year that would include a 400-megawatt wind farm, a 300-megawatt solar 
plant, tendering dozens of renewable energy projects with 12 slated for 2019 as well as a 
nuclear reactor that will produce between 2-3 GW in the next decade. 
 
Activity Ranking: **** Moving Ahead 
 
Saudi Arabia’s change in policy towards generating 60 GW of renewable energy by 2030, 
rather than the original 9.5 GW, is a very encouraging sign that Saudi Arabia will continue 
to embrace its transition towards renewable energy, despite its recent denial of scientists’ 
warnings about climate change at the UN conference in Poland last year.  
 
This is also one of the first times that Saudi Arabia has come out to declare that it is 
transitioning towards renewable energy not simply to “diversify its economy”, but to 
reduce global carbon emissions. There is no doubt that Saudi Arabia is still concerned that 
transitioning to renewable energy will hurt its economy, as is seen in its statement about a 
“fair and gradual global energy transition” towards renewable energy, although it has 
shown that they see this transition as inevitable now. 
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below. 
 
To the Minister of Energy, Industry, and Mineral Resources: 
 
Saudi Arabia’s increase in its commitment to producing renewable energy is a move in the right 
direction. We agree that the transition towards renewable energy should be a fair and gradual 
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one, especially for countries such as Saudi Arabia, who rely heavily on oil exports to sustain their 
economy. We encourage Saudi Arabia to increase its goal even further so that at least a majority 
of its energy needs is satisfied by renewable energy.  
 
We know that Saudi Arabia has the capital and resources to make a serious push towards 
renewable energy and reducing carbon emissions if it makes that its primary goal. Despite many 
ambitious renewable energy projects implemented in the last year, Saudi Arabia has not started 
to produce any renewable energy yet. Environmental leaders across industries should inquire 
with the Minister of Energy about providing live data regarding how much renewable energy 
Saudi Arabia is producing day-to-day, so that the progress the country is making may be tracked. 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Khalid A. Al-Falih 
Minister of Energy, Industry, and Mineral Resources 
webmaster@meim.gov.sa 
 
For further information contact Climate Scorecard’s Saudi Arabia Partner Organization OR 
Climate Scorecard Country Managers for Saudi Arabia, Abeer Abdulkareem 
abeerabdulkareemm2003@gmail.com ​ and Amgad Ellaboudy ​amgad.ellaboudy@gmail.com 
 
 
Saudi Arabia (Arabic) 
 
 نشاط تحت الأضواء: المملكة العربیة السعودیة تدعم من نیتها لانتاج الطاقة المتجددة

 
 تقریر نشاط تحت الآضوا ء: شددت السعودیة  على الحاجة الى استراتیجیة متوازنة لتحسین نوعیة الوقود الاحفوري للتقلیل من
 انبعاثات الكربون وفي الوقت ذاته توسیع برنامجها للطاقة المتجددة وقال وزیر الطاقة السعودي خالد الفالح في مؤتمر الطاقة
 النظیفة الذي انعقد في كانون الثاني ١٤-١٧ ٢٠١٩ في آبو ظبي ان التحول التدریجي نحو المتجددات سیآخذ بالاعتبار النمو
 المستمر في الطلب العالمي للنفط وتجنب المخاطر. وأشار الى نیة السعودیة في زیادة الانتاج المحلي للطاقة المتجددة من ​٥. ٩ الى
 ٦٠ جیجاوات بحلول ٢٠٣٠. وأیضا أشار الى خطط جدیدة لانتاج الطاقة المتجددة لهذه السنة تتضمن ٤٠٠ میجاوات مزرعة
 للریاح و ٣٠٠ میجاوات معمل الطاقة الشمسیة ومناقصة عشرات المشاریع الطاقة المتجددة من بینها ١٢ مخطط لها في عام
 ٢٠١٩ ومفاعل نووي سینتج ٢-٣ جیجاوات في العقد القادم.

 
 ترتیب النشاط ****
 
 إن تغییر المملكة العربیة السعودیة في السیاسة نحو تولید 60 غیغاواط من الطاقة المتجددة بحلول عام 2030 ، بدلاً من 9.5
 غیغاواط الأصلي ، هو علامة مشجعة للغایة على أن المملكة العربیة السعودیة ستستمر في تبني تحولها نحو الطاقة المتجددة على
 الرغم من رفضها الأخیر لتحذیرات العلماء بشأن تغییر المناخ في مؤتمر الأمم المتحدة في بولندا العام الماضي. وهذه أیضاً واحدة
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 من المرات الأولى التي تعلن فیها المملكة العربیة السعودیة أنها تنتقل إلى الطاقة المتجددة لیس فقط من أجل "تنویع اقتصادها" ، بل
 للحد من انبعاثات الكربون العالمیة. لا شك في أن المملكة العربیة السعودیة لا تزال قلقة من أن الانتقال إلى الطاقة المتجددة سوف
 یضر اقتصادها ، كما هو واضح في بیانها حول "انتقال الطاقة العالمیة بطریقة عادلة وتدریجیة" نحو الطاقة المتجددة ، على الرغم
 من أنها أظهرت أن هذا التحول یعتبر لا مفر منه الآن
 
 تنبیه العمل للمملكة العربیة السعودیة
 
 تعتبر زیادة المملكة العربیة السعودیة في التزامها بإنتاج الطاقة المتجددة خطوة في الاتجاه الصحیح. نحن نتفق على أن الانتقال إلى
 الطاقة المتجددة یجب أن یكون عملیة عادلة وتدریجیة ، خاصة بالنسبة لبلدان مثل المملكة العربیة السعودیة ، التي تعتمد بشدة على
 صادرات النفط للحفاظ على اقتصادها. نحن نشجع المملكة العربیة السعودیة على زیادة هدفها إلى أبعد من ذلك بحیث یتم تلبیة
 معظم احتیاجات الطاقة على الأقل من الطاقة المتجددة. نحن نعلم أن المملكة العربیة السعودیة لدیها رأس المال والموارد اللازمة
 لتحقیق دفعة جادة نحو الطاقة المتجددة والحد من انبعاثات الكربون ، إذا جعلت هذا الهدف الرئیسي. على الرغم من العدید من
 مشاریع الطاقة المتجددة الطموحة التي تم تنفیذها في العام الماضي ، لم تبدأ المملكة العربیة السعودیة في إنتاج أي طاقة متجددة بعد.
 ینبغي على القادة البیئیین في مختلف القطاعات أن یستفسرون مع وزیر الطاقة عن توفیر بیانات حیة عن كمیة الطاقة المتجددة التي
 تنتجها المملكة العربیة السعودیة یوما بعد یوم ، بحیث یمكن إتباع التقدم الذي تحققه البلاد
 
 إرسال رسالة تنبیه العمل إلى:

  
 خالد الفالح
 وزیر الطاقة والصناعة والموارد المعدنیة
   و
webmaster@meim.gov.sa 

  
 في المملكة العربیة السعودیة Climate Scorecard للحصول على مزید من المعلومات ، یرجى الاتصال بمؤسسة شركاء
 Abeer Abdulkareem  ،​ في المملكة العربیة السعودیة Climate Scorecard ------------- أو مدراء بلد
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South Korea 
 
Spotlight Activity: Proposes a Roadmap for Activating the Hydrogen Economy 
 
On January 17, 2019, President Moon Jae-in and Minister Sung Yoon-mo (Ministry of 
Trade, Industry, and Energy) participated in Ulsan City Hall, and the Korean government 
announced that it would implement the "Roadmap for Activating the Hydrogen Economy" 
in order to make South Korea as the world's leading hydrogen economy. 
  
In the carbon-dominated economic era, imports of crude oil and natural gas were all 
affected by international price fluctuations. Currently, South Korea relies on imports for 
95% of its energy. Hydrogen, on the other hand, is an inexhaustible resource that can be 
obtained everywhere. If a certain amount of energy can be supplied through the hydrogen 
economy, stable economic growth and energy security can be secured. 
 
The government aims to: 

● Expand the use of hydrogen in hydrogen cars and energy production (electricity, 
heat) to achieve the largest share of the global hydrogen market 

● Shift the paradigm from grey hydrogen (hydrogen produced from fossil fuels such 
as oil and natural gas) to green hydrogen (hydrogen produced from renewable 
energy) 

● Establish a stable and economical hydrogen storage and transportation system 
● Establish a hydrogen ecosystem and a full-time safety management system. 

 
Ministry of Trade, Industry, and Energy leads this project. The Ministry recently 
announced that it will reorganize itself in order to respond to changes more properly. 
Other Ministries also are contributing to the hydrogen economy initiative. 
 
Ministry of Science and ICT is starting R&D project for climate and environment research 
and development to support the development of the world's leading source technologies 
for greenhouse gas reduction and resource development, to respond to the climate 
change crisis and to establish the foundation of the national growth engine. It will 
continue until 2023, beginning with the support of 10.2 billion won in 2019. 
 
Ministry of Economy and Finance is implementing a data block chain, shared economy, 
artificial intelligence (AI), and investment promotion programs to enhance the 
competitiveness of the Korean economy and enhance investment in environment and 
safety, together with supporting the hydrogen economy.  
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Activity Rating:​ ​*** Right Direction  
 
Even as we move in the right direction, inter-ministry cooperation and careful monitoring 
are needed in order to accomplish the goals set. 
  
Take Action:​ ​Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  

 
Dear Minister Sung, 
 
We, Climate Scorecard, are excited to watch South Korea’s decision to develop our hydrogen 
economy more aggressively. We are interested in watching further progress and want to see the 
positive effects of your policies in the fight against climate change. 
 
Contact Information:  
 
Ministry of Trade, Industry, and Energy 
Minister Yunmo Sung 
Office of Energy and Resources 
Director Young-jun Choo 
Tel. +82-44-203-5700 
Mailing Address 
402 Hannuri-daero,  
Sejong-si, 30118, Republic of Korea 
 
Learn More 
 
http://www.korea.kr/special/policyCurationView.do?newsId=148857966. 
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard South Korea Country Manager Eunjung Lim: 
Contact ​Eunjung@climatescorecard.org 
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Thailand 
 
Spotlight Activity: Commitment to Increase Renewable Energy Production  
 
A February 12, 2019 report by Asian Power highlights that Thailand’s renewable energy 
production is expected to increase in 2019 and in the near future. One of the major 
reasons for the increase is the strong government support towards renewable energy. It 
has been estimated that “the capacity of non-hydro renewable may expand to 21% of 
Thailand’s total power capacity mix at 14,858 MW by 2028.”  
 
The report by Asian Power elaborates upon the estimates made by Fitch Solutions, which 
predicted the future growth of renewable energy in Thailand. For instance, Fitch Solutions 
predicted that “the capacity growth in the renewable sector to be robust over the coming 
decade driven by the biomass and solar sectors.” Another estimate made by Fitch 
Solutions claimed that  “coal-fired power growth will stagnate amidst popular opposition, 
meaning that there are ample opportunities for renewable as the Thai government seeks 
to deliver increased power sector investment to meet rising electricity demand in the 
country.” 
 
In addition, Fitch Solutions also emphasized the “aim to raise the share of renewable 
energy from 10% to 30% in the domestic power mix by 2037 through Thailand’s Power 
Development Plan (PDP 2018-2037).” Here, feed-in-tariffs (FiT) are to be made available 
for new renewable energy projects to support their growth. Additionally, Fitch Solutions 
predicted that there will also be peer-to-peer private electricity trading, for enhancing the 
growth of solar power. The Power Development Plan (PDP 2018-2037) which was 
“approved by the National Energy Policy Council is expected to take effect from Q2 
2019.”  
 
It has been further determined by Fitch Solutions that “opportunities in Thailand’s 
renewable energy market will be supported by a strong demand for electricity on the back 
of continued economic growth, an increasing population, and improved standard of living.” 
The Fitch Solutions estimates further mentions that “Thailand’s power consumption is 
forecasted to grow at an average of 3.1% YoY.” However, in the coming years Thailand 
will still be dependent on natural gas for power generation. For instance, “natural gas will 
make up nearly 70% of Thailand’s power mix by 2028.”  
 
With respect to the enhancement of solar power and biomass, the estimates by Fitch 
Solutions suggests “solar capacity to more than double between end-2018 and 2028, from 

44 www.ClimateScorecard.org 
 

https://www.climatescorecard.org/


3 GW to more than 6.7 GW; while biomass capacity will expand from 4 GW to 5.8 GW 
over the same time frame.” To facilitate the growth of renewable energy sources for 
power generation in Thailand, the “State-run Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand 
(EGAT) is expected to start installing floating solar panels in five provinces in April 2019 
and begin commercial operations in 2020.”  
 
Similarly, the Asian Development Bank “invested an additional $160m (THB 5b) into B. 
Grimm, which is one of Thailand’s largest power producers. This is on top of a $235m, 
ADB agreement in 2018 to enhance renewable energy capacity in Thailand.” Finally, to 
boost renewable energy production in Thailand, the International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA) “signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with ASEAN in 
late-2018 to provide technical support and required tools for the development and 
financing of renewable energy in the region.” 
 
To know more about Thailand’s projected estimates of renewable energy production, 
please visit the report at 
https://asian-power.com/regulation/news/renewables-eat-21-thailands-energy-mix-202
8 
 
Activity Ranking: ​***​ Right Direction 
   
Thailand is certainly moving in the right direction in terms of enhancing renewable energy 
production. To ensure that Thailand is able to achieve its INDC commitments; the Thai 
government is investing more in renewable energy projects. For instance, the partnership 
with Thailand and the Asian Development Bank will be significant for facilitating the 
growth of renewable energy projects through investments in renewable energy 
project-based infrastructures. Finally, under the Power Development Plan (2018-2037), 
once it becomes effective from Q2 2019, renewable energy projects will be created at a 
much larger-scale through increased feed-in-tariffs and subsidies provided by the 
government. Therefore, the projected growth of renewable energy sources for power 
generation in Thailand will, in turn, contribute towards the main goal of the Paris 
Agreement of promoting a clean and energy-friendly environment in Thailand. 

 
Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below. 

 
To help enhance Thailand’s renewable energy production, you can contact members of 
the Ministry of Energy, Thailand with the following Action Alert message: 
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We congratulate the government of Thailand for taking steps to enhance renewable energy 
production. To ensure the growth of renewable energy production in Thailand in the upcoming 
years, your role will be vital. As a prominent member of the Ministry of Energy, Thailand, I kindly 
request you to propose a detailed roadmap for boosting renewable energy. The roadmap should 
incorporate infrastructures, which will be used for producing renewable energy; appropriate 
budget allocations should be in place for facilitating renewable energy projects; along with the 
implementation of technologies that can maximise the extent and power generating capacity of 
renewable energy resources. 
 
Contact Information: 

 
Mr. Yongyut Jantararotai 
Director General 
Email: ​yongyutJ2@gmail.com 
Telephone: +662-223-0021-9, Ext: 1021 
Mailing Address: 
Department of Alternative Energy Development and Efficiency, Ministry of Energy 
17 Rama 1 Rd, Kasatsuk Bridge, 
Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330 
Thailand, 
 
For more information please contact Climate Scorecard Thailand Country Manager Neebir 
Banerjee; Contact ​Neebir@climatescorecard.org​ or ​neebirban@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
Thailand (Thai Language) 
 
ประเทศไทย : ​โพสต ์ 13�​ไฟฉายสวา่งจา้  ​กิจกรรม : ​การผลิตพลังงานทดแทนของประเทศไทยจะไดรั้บการ
ปรับปรุง  ​ใน 2019 ​และในอีกไมก่่ีปี  ​ขา้งหน้า  

รายงานเม่ือวนั  ​ท่ี  12 ​กุมภาพนั  ​ธ ์ 2019 ​โดย  Asian Power ​เนน้  ​ยา้วา่  ​การผลิตพลงั  ​งานทดแทนของไทยคาด
วา่  ​จะเพิม ่ ​ข้ึน  ​ใน 2019 ​และในอนาคตอนั  ​ใกล .​้  ​หนึ่งในเหตุผลหลกั  ​สาหรับการเพิม ่ ​ข้ึนคือการสนบั  ​สนุนของรัฐ
บาลท่ีแขง ็ ​แกร่งสาหรับพลงั  ​งานหมุนเวียน . ​มีการประเมินแลว ้ ​วา่  “ ​ความสามารถในการผลิตพลงั  ​งานทดแทนท่ี
ไมใ่ชพ ้ ​ลงั  ​น้าอาจขยายเป็น  21% ​ของกาลงั  ​การผลิตไฟฟ้ารวมของประเทศไทยท่ี  14,858 ​เมกะวตั  ​ตโ์  ​ดย 2028
.” ​รายงานโดย  Asian Power ​อธิบายการประเมินผลโดย  Fitch Solutions ​ซ่ึงคาดการณ์การเติบโตในอนาคต
ของพลงั  ​งานทดแทนในประเทศไทย .​ยกตวั  ​อยา่  ​งเชน่ฟิทชโ์ซลูชน่ั  ​สค์าดการณ์วา่  “​การเติบโตของกาลงั  ​การผลิต
ในภ  ​าคพลงั  ​งานทดแทนจะแขง ็ ​แกร่งข้ึนในชว่งทศวรรษท่ีผา่  ​นมาซ่ึงขบั  ​เคล่ือนโดยภาคชีวมวลและภาคแสง
อาทติย ”​์  . ​การประเมินโดย  Fitch Solutions​กคื็อ “​การเติบโตของพลงั  ​งานจากถา่นหินจะซบเซาทา่มกลางความ
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ขดั  ​แยง ้ ​ท่ีไดร้  ​ับความนิยมซ่ึงหมายความวา่  ​มีโอกาสเพียงพอสาหรับก  ​ารหมุนเวียนในขณะท่ีรัฐบาลไทยพยายาม
ท่ีจะสง่มอบการลงทุนภาคพลงั  ​งานท่ีเพิม ่ ​ข้ึน .  

นอกจากนี้ฟิทชเ์รทติง ้ ​ยงั  ​เนน้  ​ยา้ “​เป้าหมายท่ีจะเพิม ่ ​สว่นแบง่ของพลงั  ​งานหมุนเวียนจาก 10%​เป็น 30%​ในการ
ผสมพลงั  ​งานในประเทศโ  ​ดย  2037 ​ผา่  ​นแผนพฒั  ​นาพลงั  ​งานแหง่ประเทศไทย  (PDP2018-2037) ." ​ท่ีน่ีจะ
มีการกาหนดอตั  ​ราป้  ​อนเขา้  (FiT) ​ส  ​า  ​ห  ​ร  ​ ั  ​บ  ​โ  ​ค  ​ร  ​ง  ​ก  ​า  ​ร  ​พ  ​ล  ​งั  ​ง  ​า  ​น  ​ห  ​ม  ​ุ  ​น  ​เ  ​ว  ​ี  ​ย  ​น  ​ใ  ​ห  ​ม  ​่  ​เ  ​พ  ​ื  ​่  ​อ  ​ร  ​อ  ​ง  ​ร  ​ั  ​บ  ​ก  ​า 
ร  ​เ  ​ต  ​ิ  ​บ  ​โ  ​ต  ​ข  ​อ  ​ง  ​พ  ​ว  ​ก  ​เ  ​ข  ​า  . ​น  ​อ  ​ก  ​จ  ​า  ​ก  ​น  ​้  ​ ี  ​ย  ​งั  ​ม  ​ี  ​ก  ​า  ​ร  ​ซ  ​้  ​ื  ​อ  ​ไ  ​ฟ  ​ฟ  ​้  ​า  ​แ  ​บ  ​บ  ​เ  ​พ  ​ี  ​ย  ​ร  ​์  ​ท  ​ู  ​เ  ​พ  ​ี  ​ย  ​ร  ​์  ​ส  ​่  ​ว  ​น  ​ต  ​วั  ​เ  ​พ  ​ื  ​ ่
อ  ​เ  ​พ  ​ิ  ​ม ่ ​ก  ​า  ​ร  ​เ  ​ต  ​ิ  ​บ  ​โ  ​ต  ​ข  ​อ  ​งพลงั  ​งานแสงอาทติย .​์  ​แผนพฒั  ​นาพลงั  ​งาน (PDP2018-2037)�​ซ่ึงไดร้  ​ับอนุมตั  ​ิ
จากสภานโยบายพลงั  ​งานแหง่ชาติคาดวา่  ​จะมีผลบงั  ​คบั  ​ใชต ้ ​้งั  ​แตไ่ตรมาสท่ีสอง  2019 . ​จะไดร้  ​ับการพิจารณา
ตอ่ไปโดย Fitch Solutions​คาดการณ์วา่  “​โอกาสในตลาดพลงั  ​งานทดแทนของประเทศไทยจะไดร้  ​ับการสนบั 
สนุนจากความตอ ้ ​งการกระแสไฟฟ้าท่ีแขง ็ ​แกร่งเน่ือง  ​จากการเติบโตทางเศรษฐกิจอยา่  ​งตอ่เน่ืองประชากรท่ีเพิม ่
ข้ึนและมาตรฐานการครองชีพท่ีดีข้ึน .”​ฟิทชโ์ซลูชน่ั  ​คาดการณ์วา่  "​การใชพ ้ ​ลงั  ​งานของประเ  ​ทศไทยคาดวา่  ​จะเติบ
โตเฉล่ีย  3.1% YoY." ​อยา่  ​งไรกต็ามในอีกไมก่่ีปีขา้  ​งหนา้  ​ประเทศไทยจะยงั  ​คงพ่ึงพาก๊าซธรรมชาติเพ่ือผลิต
ไฟฟ้า  ​ตวั  ​อยา่  ​งเชน่  "​ก๊าซธรรมชาติจะมีสดั  ​สว่นการใชพ ้ ​ลงั  ​งานของประเทศไทยเกือบ  70% ​โดย 2028.”  

ในสว่นท่ีเก่ียวขอ ้ ​งกบั  ​การเพิม ่ ​ประสทิธิภาพของแสงอาทติยแ์  ​ละชีวมวลการประเมินโดย FitchSolutions​ระบุ
วา่  "​ความจุพลงั  ​งานแส  ​งอาทติยน์  ​้นั  ​มากกวา่  ​สองเทา่ระหวา่  ​งปลาย  -2018 ​และ 2028 ​ตงั้  ​แต ่ 3 GW ​ถึงมากก
วา่  6.7 GW; ​ในขณะท่ีกาลงั  ​การผลิตชีวมวลจะเพิม ่ ​ข้ึนจาก  4 GW ​เป็น  5.8 GW ​ในชว่งเวลาเดียวกนั  ." ​เพ่ืออา
นวยความสะดวกในการเติบโตของแหลง่พลงั  ​งานหมุนเวียนเพ่ือผลิตไฟฟ้าในประเทศไทยคาดวา่  “​การไฟฟ้าฝ่าย
ผลิตแหง่ประเทศไทย (​กฟผ .) ”​จะเร่ิมติดตงั้  ​แผงโซลาร์เซลลล ์ ​อยน้าในห้าจงั  ​หวดั  ​ในเดือนเมษายน 2019​และเร่ิม
ดาเนินการเชิงพาณิชยใ์  ​น 2020.”​เชน่เดียวกนั  ​ธนาคารเพ่ือการพั  ​ฒนาแหง่เอเชีย “​ลงทุนเพิม ่ ​อีก  160 ​ลา้  ​น
เหรียญสหรัฐ  (5 ​ลา้  ​นบาท ) ​ให้กบั  B. Grimm ​ซ่ึงเป็นหนึ่งในผผู ้ ​ลิตไฟฟ้ารายใหญท่ี่สุดของประเทศไทย . ​น่ีคือจุด
สูงสุดของขอ ้ ​ตกลง  ADB ​มูลคา่  $ 235m2018 ​เพ่ือเพิม ่ ​ความสามารถในการใชพ ้ ​ลงั  ​งานหมุนเวียนใน
ประเทศไทย ."​ในท่ีสุดเพ่ือสง่เสริมการผลิตพลงั  ​งานทดแทนในประเทศไทยสานกั  ​งานพลงั  ​งานท  ​ดแทนระหวา่  ​ง
ประเทศ  (IRENA) "​ไดล ้ ​งนามในบนั  ​ทึกความเขา้  ​ใจ  (MoU) ​กบั  ​อาเซียนในปลายปี  ​นี้ 2018 ​เพ่ือให้การสนบั 
สนุนทางเทคนิคและเคร่ืองมือท่ีจาเป็นสาหรับการพฒั  ​นาและจดั  ​หาเงนิทุนของพลงั  ​งานทดแทนในภูมิภาค  ."  

สาหรับขอ ้ ​มูลเพิม ่ ​เติมเก่ียวกบั  ​ประมาณการประเทศไทยของการผลิตพลงั  ​งานทดแทนกรุณาเยย่ี  ​มชมรายงาน
ท่ี https://asian- 
power.com/regulation/news/renewables-eat-21-thailands-energy-mix-2028  

 

1  

การจัดอันดับกิจกรรม  *** ​การเคล่ือนไหวไปในทศ ิ ​ทางท่ีถูกตอ้ง  

ประเทศไทยกาลงั  ​กา้  ​วไปในทศิทางท่ีถูกตอ ้ ​งในแงข่องการสง่เสริมการผลิตพลงั  ​งานทดแทน .​เพ่ือให้มน่ั  ​ใจวา ่
ประเทศไทยจะสามารถบรรลุขอ ้ ​ผกู  ​พนั  ​ข  ​อง INDC​รัฐบาลไทยลงทุนในโครงการพลงั  ​งานทดแทน .​ตวั  ​อยา่  ​งเชน่
ความร่วมมือกบั  ​ประเทศไทยและธนาคารเพ่ือการพฒั  ​นาแหง่เอเชียจะมีความ  ​สาคญั  ​ในการอานวยความสะดวก
ในการเติบโตของโครงการพลงั  ​งานหมุนเวียนผา่  ​นการลงทุนในโครงสร้างพ้ืนฐานท่ีใชพ ้ ​ลงั  ​งานหมุนเวียน .�
แผนพฒั  ​นาพลงั  ​งาน  (2018-2037) ​เม่ือมีผลตงั้  ​แต ่ Q2 ​ใน  2019 ​โครงการพลงั  ​งานหมุนเวียนจะถูกสร้างข้ึน
ในขนาดท่ีใหญข่้ึนผา่  ​นการเพิม ่ ​อตั  ​ราภาษีศุลกากรและเงนิอุดหนุนจากรัฐบา .​ดงั  ​น้นั  ​การคาดการณ์การเติบโ  ​ต
ของแหลง่พลงั  ​งานหมุนเวียนเพ่ือผลิตกระแสไฟฟ้าในประเทศไทยจะสง่ผลตอ่เป้าหมายหลกั  ​ของขอ ้ ​ตกลงปารีส
เพ่ือสง่เสริมสภาพแวดลอ ้ ​มท่ีสะอาด  ​และเป็นมิตรกบั  ​พลงั  ​งานในประเทศไทย .  
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เร่ิมปฏิบัติ  

เพ่ือชว่ยปรับปรุงการผลิตพลงั  ​งานทดแทนของประเทศไทยคุณสามารถติดตอ่สมาชิกกระทรวงพลงั  ​งานประเทศ
ไทยดว ้ ​ยขอ ้ ​ความแจง ้ ​เตือ  ​นการกระทาดงั  ​ตอ่ไปนี้ :  

เราขอแสดงความยนิดีกับรั  ​ฐบาลไทยในการเพิม่ประส ิ ​ทธิ  ​ภาพการผลิตพลังงานทดแทน  .​เพ่ือให้  ​ม่ันใจว ่ ​าการ
เติบโตของการผลิตพลังงานทดแทนในปร  ​ะเทศไทยในปี  ​ตอ่ๆไปบทบาทของคุณจะมีความสาคัญ .​ในฐานะสมาชิก
คนหน่ึงของกระทรวงพลังงานประเทศไทยผมขอให้คุณเสนอแผนงานท่ีมีราย  ​ละเอียดเพ่ือสง่เสริมพลังงาน
ทดแทน .​แผนงานควรรวมโครงสร้างพืน้  ​ฐานซ่ึงจะใชส้าหรับการผลิตพลังงานทดแทนควรมีการจัดสรรงบ
ประมาณท่ีเหม  ​าะสมเพ่ือสนับสนุนโครงการพลังงานหมนุ  ​เวียนพร้อมกับการใชเ้ทคโนโลยีท่ีสามารถขยาย
ขอบเขตและกาลังการผลิตพลังงานของแหลง่พลังงานหมุ  ​นเวียน .  

ส  ​่  ​ง  ​ข  ​้  ​อ  ​ค  ​ว  ​า  ​ม  ​แ  ​จ  ​้  ​ง  ​เ  ​ต  ​ื  ​อ  ​น  ​ก  ​า  ​ร  ​ก  ​ร  ​ะ  ​ท  ​า  ​ไ  ​ป  ​ท  :​่  ​ ี 

นาย . Yongyut Jantararotai�​อธิบดี �​กรมพฒั  ​นาพลงั  ​งานทดแทนและอนุรักษพ ์ ​ลงั  ​งานกระทรวงพลงั  ​งาน 
เลขท่ี  17 ​ถนนพระราม  1, Kasatsuk Bridge, ​เขตปทุมวนั  ​กรุงเทพมหานคร  10330,  

2  

ประเทศไทย ,�​โทรศพั  ​ท :​์  +662-223-0021-9, ext: 1021 E-mail: ​yongyutJ2@gmail.com  

สอบถามรายละเอียดเพ่ิมเติมไดท่ี้ : ​ผูจั้ดการประจาประเทศไทย  Neebir Banerjee: 
Neebir@climatescorecard.org ​หรือ  ​neebirban@yahoo.com  
 
 

Turkey 
 
Spotlight Activity: Publication of The Sustainable Finance Outlook Report 
 
Türkiye Sınai Kalkınma Bankası (TSKB) was established in 1950 with the support of World 
Bank, the Central Bank of Turkey, and shareholding of private commercial banks. It is 
Turkey’s first privately-owned development and investment bank. Escarus, who is a 
consultant to TSKB, has recently published the Sustainable Finance Outlook Report. The 
Report presents a qualitative analysis of opportunities and development areas in the field 
of sustainable finance. It analyzes global opportunities while blending them with the 
dynamics of Turkey. The motivation of this study is to put Turkey’s investors and the 
TSKB bank into a perspective of sustainable financing. According to Escarus’ Report, 
adaptation to climate change is a theme that will dominate the field of sustainable finance 
globally and in Turkey. This includes adapting to climate change, and increasing resilience 
to climate change-related disasters and changes.  
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The Report points out that green and social bonds are becoming the focus of financial 
instruments. They provide new opportunities in both developed and emerging markets. 
Climate-related financial reporting and climate adaptation funds in the sustainable 
financial world are expected to change the nature and course of sustainable financing in 
the future. 
 
Global trends are closely followed in Turkey, so it is expected that more Turkish 
enterprises will invest in green technologies for sustainable finance reporting.  
 
According to the Report, the themes that will be highlighted in the field of sustainable 
finance in the coming period include adaptation to climate change, increasing the 
resilience to climate-related disasters and changes, ensuring and sustaining ecosystem 
services, innovation, entrepreneurship, and technological development initiatives. 
 
Activity Rating: *** Right Direction 
 
The Report is the first in the area of sustainable finance that has been drafted in Turkey. It 
is very important guidance in an era when sector dynamics change very often, and 
financial instruments become increasingly sophisticated. This Report will help sustainable 
finance remain on the agenda of investors and financial institutions in Turkey.  
 

Take Action:​ ​Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  
 
The impact of sustainable financing is developing rapidly while sustainable financial 
instruments are diversifying. These instruments provide a wide range of conditional 
credits to sustainable development goals bonds, depending on an organization's 
sustainability performance. Since renewable energy and energy efficiency investments 
are of great interest to the market in Turkey, public institutions can also integrate several 
incentive schemes to boost such investments. 
 
Contact Information:  
 
Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources 
Email: ozelkalem@enerji.gov.tr 
Phone: 0312 212 64 20 – 7000 
Mailing Address: 
Nasuh Akar Mah, Türkocağı Cad. No:2,  
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06520 Çankaya/Ankara, Türkiye 
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Turkey Country Manager Ozlem Duyan 
 
 
 

United Kingdom 

 
Spotlight Activity: Parliament Debates​ ​Threats Presented by Climate Change 
 
On Thursday 24​th​ February, the House of Lords held a debate on the “threats presented 
by climate change.” The 5-hour discussion was proposed by Lord Teverson, a Liberal 
Democrat and former member of the European Parliament. Lord Teverson has an 
environmental background, as a trustee for the North Devon Biosphere Foundation. Also 
present was Lord Henley, representing the conservative government’s department for 
Business, Energy, and Industry. 
 
The session began by discussing various international agreements and the cooperation 
that has been achieved so far, and swiftly moved on to issues raised by climate change 
that are particularly pressing for the UK. Six key threats were identified; 
 

● flooding and coastal defense 
● health, wellbeing and productivity disruption 
● water supply shortages 
● natural ecosystems, soils and biodiversity loss 
● decreased food production and trade  
● new and emerging pests and diseases 

 
In addition, it was stressed that our current level of greenhouse gas emissions are not set 
to meet the 4​th​ and 5​th​ carbon budgets that are required if we are to keep the temperature 
from rising above 1.5 °C. The debate took place in the face of stalling emissions mitigation. 
 
Further, the debate briefly discussed potential adaption methods, upon recognizing the 
carbon budgets would not be met, and set a sense of urgency for these measures. For 
example, it was noted that power points should be relocated to higher locations to avoid 
flooding through dykes and pumping schemes, and an effort needs to be made to enhance 
coastal defenses to mitigate the effects of sea-level rise. A suggestion was made that we 
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should focus on tidal energy in addition to wind and solar, by exploring tidal barrages and 
lagoons, as it would be a geographical niche as an island nation. 
 
In comparison to current policy, it was refreshing to hear a discussion on biodiversity loss 
that went further than maintaining green spaces, as the House of Lords also talked about 
the effect it has on carbon storage, biofuels and access to clean water. There was also an 
interesting take on the effect Brexit will have on the UK’s climate change defenses, such 
as limited access to water cleaning chemicals. Further, it was noted that the UK is the 
heaviest subsidizer of fossil fuels in the EU, a fact that will have to change if we are to 
remain competitive. The lords also reemphasized the fact that it remains uncertain 
whether the UK will remain within the EU carbon trading system (ETS), a problem which 
will need to be resolved sooner rather than later. 
 
Finally, it is important to note that the role of the House of Lords is to advise and 
scrutinize government policy, not to propose new policies themselves. However, they 
have a large influence on future policies and by reshaping the key threats of climate 
change they open the door for new policy directions. There still needs to be a push from 
the public for the government to take action of the ideas discussed if we are to overcome 
these threats. In particular, remaining within the EU ETS and restructuring urban areas to 
become more adaptable.  
 
Activity Rating:​ ​*** Right Direction 
 
Although it was good to see parliament participating in an in-depth discussion on the key 
issues, there was little discussion on how to implement these new strategies and form 
policy objectives to enable the 4​th​ and 5​th​ carbon budgets are met. One of the concluding 
remarks regarded the UK as ‘’one small island that [could] only do so much’’. However, this 
kind of thinking and reliance on other countries will only hinder progress and any 
competitive advantages in sustainability for UK industries.  
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  
 
Dear Lord Teverson, 
 
I would like to express my gratitude for the debate you proposed on the threats presented by 
climate change on the 24​th​ of January. I believe moving forward the UK will need to utilize the 
expertise of both environmental concerns and industry constraints.  

51 www.ClimateScorecard.org 
 

https://www.climatescorecard.org/


 
In addition, it would be good to outline specific policy avenues that could make this transaction 
into renewables easier, especially post-Brexit, and address the stalling figures in household 
emissions abatement. There needs to be further discussion on how Brexit will affect our shared 
energy grid with the Republic of Ireland in order to address our carbon budgets in the future.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Name] 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Lord Robin Teverson 
Email: teversonr@parliament.uk 
Telephone: 0207 219 5353 
Mailing address:  
House of Lords, London,  
SW1A 0PW 
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Country Manager: Zara Holden  
Contact: zaraholden@hotmail.com  

United States 

Spotlight Activity: Former Coal Lobbyist Confirmed to Head Environmental Protection 
Agency 
 
In February, the United States Senate confirmed Andrew Wheeler as Administrator of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency by a narrow majority in a vote of 52-47. All 
Republican senators but one voted to confirm, and all Democrats voted against. 
 
Administrator Wheeler is well-known for both his career as a coal lobbyist and his tenure 
as Acting EPA Administrator, during which he pressed the agency to roll back 
environmental regulations at an extremely destructive pace. He is an outspoken denier of 
the urgency of climate change and has worked hard to reduce regulations limiting carbon 
emissions. 
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While current momentum in the U.S. on climate action is in the House of Representatives, 
a branch of the government entirely separate from the EPA, Wheeler’s confirmation spells 
catastrophe for any existing carbon emission regulations. 
 
Activity Rating: * Falling Behind 
 
Over the past two years, the Trump Administration has demonstrated open hostility 
toward environmental regulations. The appointment and confirmation of a former coal 
lobbyist to the highest office of the Environmental Protection Agency has only affirmed 
this hostility and demonstrated that Republican senators are fully aligned with the 
President’s anti-climate agenda.  
 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker(s) 
below.  
 
Send a message to EPA Administrator Wheeler calling for climate action: 
 
Given the most recent findings by the IPCC, it is more important now than ever to do the most in 
our power to reduce our contributions to climate change or face catastrophic damages. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency has both the authority and the duty to limit carbon pollution. 
Please direct the EPA to maintain regulations limiting carbon emissions. 
 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
Email: Wheeler.andrew@Epa.gov 
Phone: 202-564-4700 
Mailing Address: 
USEPA Headquarters 
William Jefferson Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Mail Code: 1101A 
Washington, DC 20460  
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard US Country Manager Stephanie Gagnon; ​Contact 
Stephanie@climatescorecard.org 
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