
 

GLOBAL REPORT # 9 

Climate Scorecard’s Global Report # 9 covers significant activities that affect greenhouse gas 
emissions in the countries that we cover. We use a 4-star rating system to rank each country’s 
reported activities:  

****  is a Good Move that moves a country forward  
***  is headed in the Right Direction but requires further effort  
**  is standing still, neither advancing or limiting emissions 
*  is for an activity that leads to a country falling behind.  

There are mixed trend lines across countries: 

Australia: Teamed with the US and Japan to block new climate finance rules * 

Brazil: Elected a new President who poses a threat to the global environmental Agenda and the Paris 
Agreement * 

Canada: Strengthens Its global environmental commitments at the Climate Action Summit **** 

China: Announces Its 2nd batch of clean energy pilot cities *** and reduces national subsidy for 
photovoltaic industry ** 

European Union: Increases in EU greenhouse gas emissions hampers progress ** 

France: Government ramps up carbon tax *** 

Germany: New IPCC Report surfaces divisions in Parliament *** 

India: New national REDD+ Strategy criticized ** 

Mexico: New information shows blue carbon ecosystems to be in danger *** 

Nigeria: Is ranked among the 10 most climate vulnerable countries * 

Russia: Russia/Sweden increase environmental cooperation and Ministry of Natural Resources 
moves to strengthen forestation *** 

Saudi Arabia: Stops work on $200 billion solar project * 
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South Africa: New Integrated Resource Plan criticized ** 

South Korea: Hosts 48th Meeting of Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change **** 

Spain: Andalucia leads the way with a new law to combat diffuse emissions *** 

Thailand: Hosts UN Summit on climate change absorption *** 

Turkey: New Study Assesses Turkey’s ability to meet its Paris Agreement pledge * 

United Kingdom: UK policy-makers take backwards steps on climate change * 

United States: Moves to reduce regulations on methane * 

COUNTRY REPORTS 

AUSTRALIA 

Spotlight Activity: Australia Teams with US and Japan to Block New Climate Finance Rules 

Last month we rated Australia’s efforts at climate finance three stars—moving in the right direction. 
Australia has committed itself to the Green Climate Fund for a further two years and has so far paid 
its dues fully and on time. Sadly, this month we report that the Australian delegation at the Bangkok 
“Paris rulebook” talks teamed up with Japanese and US delegates to block negotiations on new 
climate finance rules. This is not the first time Australia has stymied progress at key climate events 
either. Last year at COP23, Australia argued against instituting stronger protections for smaller 
nations vulnerable to climate disasters and successfully diluted the final wording of a loss and 
damage agreement (a way for smaller nations to recoup the costs of climate disasters from bigger 
carbon polluters).  

In Bangkok, Australia argued against making climate finance contributions more transparent. 
Transparency rules make sense: money needs to be flowing to the best projects or the most climate-
affected nations, not to “greenwashed” programs. Under Australia’s proposals, reporting climate 
finance would be deliberately vague and developed countries would be able to report commercial 
loans for climate projects as climate finance - despite the fact that developing countries often have to 
pay these loans back with interest. The UN always intended climate finance to be “over-and-above” 
typical aid or assistance programs, not given out as loans or equity. Climate justice activists have 
labelled the move by Australia “extremely frustrating”.  

Activity Rating: * Falling behind 

Australia continues to appear two-faced on the world stage with regards to climate. Although the 
current Australian government holds - at best - modest ambitions for climate action, emission 
projections suggest Australia is nowhere near on track to meet its Paris commitments. But 
paradoxically, the Australian government insists the country is on track. And worse, it appears to be 
undermining progress at international climate meetings, perhaps acting as a proxy for the US.  
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This week, Prime Minister Scott Morrison said he had no intention of withdrawing Australia from Paris. 
But it is worth questioning whether Australia actually deserves to take part in negotiations concerning 
the so-called “Paris rulebook” if it continues to act in bad faith. And now, in the wake of the latest 
IPCC report into 1.5 degree global warming, the media is reporting that Australian officials sought to 
have references to “phasing out coal” removed from the final version of the IPCC report. 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker below:  

Dear Mr. Birmingham, 

Last month we emailed you to thank you for committing Australia to the Green Climate Fund and 
ensuring we fulfill our initial commitments. Though there is work to be done supporting new projects in 
the Pacific, Australia’s participation in the Fund sends the right message to the world. 

It is therefore highly disappointing to learn of the behavior and tactics of Australian negotiators at the 
recent Bangkok talks. Australia does not need to be acting as a proxy for the US and stymying 
progress by moving that climate finance rules be left deliberately vague, effectively allowing 
developed countries to report climate finance as they see fit. Climate finance should not be re-badged 
aid: it needs to be an over-and-above contribution that demonstrates our seriousness in taking 
climate action. Nor is it appropriate to consider loans or equity to developing nations as climate 
finance. We wonder what Australia’s Pacific neighbors must be thinking as they watch Australian 
delegations side with climate-denying, fossil-fuel heavy nations at international climate talks again 
and again.  

As Minister responsible for international finance agreements like the Green Climate Fund we implore 
you to recognise how Australia’s performances on the world stage are undermining the country’s 
credibility. It is worth questioning whether Australia deserves to be part of such climate meetings if we 
continue to undermine progress and act against the interests of our closest neighbors and allies. If 
Australia is to continuing participating we ask negotiators simply act in good faith and support the 
good work of other climate-progressive nations. 

Send Action Alert Message to: 
The Honorable Simon Birmingham 
Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment 
107 Sir Donald Bradman Drive 
Hilton, SA, 5033 

Telephone: +61 7 8354 1644 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Birmo 
Email: senator.birmingham@aph.gov.au 

https://www.devex.com/news/new-paris-climate-agreement-proposal-would-let-rich-countries-off-the-
hook-activists-say-93373 

https://reneweconomy.com.au/australia-gets-out-the-wrecking-ball-again-in-international-climate-
talks-17099/ 

https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/major-climate-report-expected-to-call-for-coal-shut-down-
by-2050-20181007-p508a2.html 

�  3

https://www.devex.com/news/new-paris-climate-agreement-proposal-would-let-rich-countries-off-the-hook-activists-say-93373
https://www.devex.com/news/new-paris-climate-agreement-proposal-would-let-rich-countries-off-the-hook-activists-say-93373
https://reneweconomy.com.au/australia-gets-out-the-wrecking-ball-again-in-international-climate-talks-17099/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/australia-gets-out-the-wrecking-ball-again-in-international-climate-talks-17099/
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/major-climate-report-expected-to-call-for-coal-shut-down-by-2050-20181007-p508a2.html
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/major-climate-report-expected-to-call-for-coal-shut-down-by-2050-20181007-p508a2.html


This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Australia Country Manager Julian Atchison:  
Contact Julian@climatescorecard.org 

BRAZIL 

Spotlight Activity: New President May Pose A Big Threat to the Global Environmental Agenda  

Brazil's move away from its commitment to forest protection and its proposed shift to zero-carbon 
fuels may undermine progress made in climate action in recent years, something profoundly 
dangerous. This assumption is the major fear among non-governmental environmental protection 
groups, which expressed concern about the victory of Jair Bolsonaro (PSL) in the presidential race.  

So far, little is known about Bolsonaro's political project for the Brazilian environmental portfolio, and, 
actually, he barely mentioned the theme in his candidacy plan, but has given the idea of subordinating 
the Ministry of the Environment to the Ministry of Agriculture. During the campaign, Bolsonaro spoke 
about reducing Ibama's (Brazilian National Environmental Regulatory Agency) inspection work, 
liberating mining in indigenous lands and removing Brazil from the Climate Agreement in Paris.  

Going from Agreement and adaptation measures to climatic extremes would be disastrous for the 
country: from the geopolitical, commercial, development and, above all, the security of Brazilian 
citizens, point of view, which the president-elect vowed to prioritize. Brazil is the country that kills most 
environmentalists (57 last year) in the world, and according to the Observatório do Clima (a Brazilian 
Environmental NGO), the country needs to strengthen the Ministry of the Environment, and its related 
bodies, and extend the protected areas policy, which includes creation of conservation units and the 
demarcation and homologation of indigenous lands.  

Activity Rating: * Falling Behind  

Researchers and environmentalists consider the proposal to leave the Agreement, and the possible 
weakening of the Ministry of the Environment and Ibama, as backsliding. Almost the entire Brazilian 
commitment to Paris 2015 Agreement is fulfilled by achieving the goal of zeroing deforestation. 
However, the next Brazilian president, Jair Bolsonaro, does not show he is sensitive to climate issues, 
and, in fact, he has made a very favorable speech to the expansion of Agriculture, Forestry and Other 
Land Use (AFOLU). 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker below:  

Mission of Brazil to the United Nations. 

The high probability of environmental setback, announced and reaffirmed by Bolsonaro, and several 
of his assistants, cannot become a State policy. We understand that the UN should play a key role in 
defending the Brazilian and international climate agenda. As the Brazilian mission to the UN, we urge 
that there must be a plenary discussion about the possibility of the country leaving the Paris 
Agreement and the weakening of the institutions of Environmental defense. 

Send Action Alert Message to: 

Mission of Brazil to the United Nations  
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Tel: +1-212-372-2600  
E-mail: distri.delbrasonu@itamaraty.gov.br 
Address: 747 3rd Avenue, 9th floor, 10017, New York, NY  

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Brazil Country Manager Rafael Noguiera:  Contact 
Rafael@climatescorecard.org 

CANADA 

Spotlight Issue:  Canada Strengthens Global Commitments at Climate Action Summit 
While in San Francisco at a global climate action summit held September 12-14, (https://
www.globalclimateactionsummit.org/) organized by California Governor Jerry Brown, Canada’s 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna, met with leading countries, states, 
cities and businesses to build new partnerships and strengthen existing ones on climate issues. This 
included announcing with the UK, 10 new members in the Powering Past Coal Alliance (2017), in 
phasing out traditional coal-fired electricity. The Alliance now has 74 signatories. Minister McKenna 
also joined members of the North American Climate Leaders Dialogue (established since COP23), to 
support increased collaboration on cleaner cars, clean electricity and protecting nature by 
accelerating climate policy efforts.  
Canada accepted the US Climate Alliance's short-term Climate Pollutants Challenge, led by 17 US 
states, that targets reduction of "super" climate pollutants with disproportionately negative impacts on 
climate and health. Canada, Mexico, and the US Climate Alliance agreed to work together to achieve 
an ambitious climate agenda, and report on progress at the 2019 UN Secretary General’s Leaders 
Climate Summit. McKenna also wants all Paris Agreement signatories to uphold clear rules for 
implementing the agreement. Minister McKenna's announcements with international partners came 
just before G7 meetings in Halifax, where Canada continued to advance international climate 
priorities.  
The California summit led the way on international climate diplomacy. Instead of just national leaders; 
governors, city mayors, investors, business executives and civil society members from around the 
world were invited to promote their successes and pledges to meet or exceed the goals of the Paris 
Accord and to inspire others to follow suit.  
A major outcome involved delegates asking national governments to accelerate global climate action 
targets ahead of 2020 when global greenhouse gases need to peak and fall quickly thereafter to 
prevent the worst of climate change impacts, and to realize the Paris Agreement. Over 100 leaders 
committed to carbon neutrality (removing as much carbon dioxide from the atmosphere as emitted), 
i.e., the Governor of California is bringing the state’s date forward to achieve this by 2045.  
Canada’s commitment from the summit - https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/
news/2018/09/joint-statement-on-north-american-climate-leadership1.html 
Youth leaders, scientists, indigenous leaders and leaders from countries outside of industrialized 
nations reminded summit delegates, we are all critical agents who can not only help with climate 
action but also catalyze world leaders to go further and faster, as concrete action is too slow in 
coming. 
Activity Ranking: **** Good Move  
Take Action: 
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To maintain the summit success, please contact Catherine McKenna, Canada’s Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change with the following message: 

2018 must be the beginning of a new phase of action and ambition on climate change. The 
September Global Climate Summit mobilized the voices and experiences of those impacted most by 
climate change and their commitments to decarbonization from the Summit’s leadership focus and/or 
it’s five challenges - Healthy Energy Systems, Inclusive Economic Growth, Sustainable Communities, 
Land and Ocean Stewardship and Transformative Climate Investments. Canada can lead the way 
through transformational change and political will.  

Contact Information:  

The Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change  
Email: EC.MINISTRE-MINISTER.EC@CANADA.CA 
Mail: 200 Sacré-Coeur Boulevard, Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3 
Tel: 819-938-3860 or toll-free: 1-800-668-6767 

For more information, please email Climate Scorecard Canadian Country Manager: Diane Szoller at 
Canada@climatescorecard.org 

CHINA 

Spotlight Activity: Announcement of the Second Batch of Clean-Energy Pilot Cities 

Recently, the four federal level departments, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Ecology and 
Environment, Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, and National Energy Administration 
jointly held a meeting for the winter clean heating pilot project in the northern region. According to the 
evaluation results from the expert groups, the four departments announced the second batch of 
central financially supported pilot cities for winter clean heating transition in the northern region in 
addition to the first 12 pilot cities.  

The clean heating project that started in 2017 aimed at cutting the usage of coal for heating in the 
northern area, was said to have effectively reduced  emissions. However, several problems have 
occurred during the energy transition, which include the shortage of natural gas and other clean 
energy in some area, poor insulation in rural area, and some safety issues. Learning from the 
experience of last year, Liu Wei, the federal Deputy Minister of Finance has announced the strategies 
to improve the coal to clean energy transition process. Strategies include having cities provide their 
own additional energy sources, signing contracts with natural gas energy companies, make use of all 
kinds of clean energy (e.g. natural gas, biomass, solar energy, geothermal) in accordance with social-
economic conditions, improving rural heat insulation, etc.  

Activity Rating: *** Headed in the Right Direction but Requires Further Effort 

The expansion of the area using clean energy as replacement for coal for heating will help reduce 
emissions to a great extent. Taking more social conditions into account this year would make the coal 
to energy transition process smoother. 
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Take Action: You can encourage the climate actions of the associated department by sending the 
following message to the policymaker below:  

“We are happy to see the clean energy project being expanded and we hope to see the future without 
the use of coal.” 

Contact: 
Liu Kun: Minister of Finance 
Mail box: http://wsxf.mof.gov.cn/myDoip/jsp/login/login_ws.jsp?type=1 

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard China Co-Manager Sichen Wan 
Contact Sichen@climatescorecard.org 

CHINA (2) 

Spotlight Activity: Reduction of National Subsidy Towards Photovoltaic Industries 
  
The National Development and Reform Commission, along with Ministry of Finance and Chinese 
National Energy Department put an immediate notice on reducing the subsidies towards the 
Photovoltaic Industries across China on May 31st. There’s no further information on the recall notice 
since then. Starting from September 2018, the cutting of subsidies is officially in place in all the 
provinces in China. According to the notice, Development and Reform of Energy (2018-823), the 
motives of the change are to reduce the financial deficit pressure of subsidizing the renewable energy 
industries, to increase the international competitiveness of Chinese photovoltaic business from 
technological aspect and to promote a healthier photovoltaic business through selecting the 
photovoltaic companies with least costs and highest efficiency. 

Reduction of 5 cents of subsidy per kilowatt hour electricity helps mitigate the pressure of financial 
deficit on the renewable energy development sector for Chinese Ministry of Finance. According to 
Renmin News on June 12th, it’s said that the total amount of financial deficit amounted 455 billion 
dollars for subsidising photovoltaic business only. This accounted for 40% of the total government 
spending on renewable energy development of that year. With the rapid expansion of photovoltaic 
businesses in the beginning of 2018, this financial deficit gap was widening further. 

Selection of photovoltaic products with high efficiency and quality and lower price is needed in China.  
With the decision of subsidising photovoltaic industries made by Chinese National Energy 
Department in 2013, photovoltaic industries began expanding rapidly. The quality of some of the 
photovoltaic products became concerning. Also, with the excess production capacity of the 
photovoltaics, many cases of unethical use of the subsidising policy were reported. For example, 
some companies would abandon the photovoltaic site after installing the products. 

The possible outcomes for this subsidy reduction are still unpredictable. It’s possible that it will 
discourage the development of the photovoltaics in China due to the lessened money. However, it 
could also be a policy that selects out the high quality photovoltaic providers, and leads to an era of 
highly efficient renewable energy production that gradually replaces conventional coal-based 
electricity.   

Activity Ranking ** Standing Still 
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Electricity generated by photovoltaics can be an important source of energy in China. Currently, the 
majority of electricity generated in China are from coal burning. Electricity generated by renewable 
sources helps reduce carbon emissions in China, replacing some carbon-based electricity.   

The reduction of government subsidies on photovoltaic electricity has the potential to strengthen the 
photovoltaic industry. However, more support towards the renewable energy sector needs be given to 
further mitigate carbon emission. Also, a way needs to be found to meet the needs of villages that 
used the subsidy to afford installing photovoltaic products. 

Take Action: You can encourage government support for renewable energy sector through sending 
the following action alert message to National Energy Department: 

We’re glad that government has the intention to promote technological innovation in the photovoltaic 
sector. However, it is important for a way to be found to enable villages harmed by the removal of the 
subsidy to still have access to photovoltaic products. What’s more, we suggest that the National 
Development and Reform council take into account environmental cost of using coal to generate 
electricity when deciding whether or not to continue with the removal of photovoltaic subsidies. 

Send Action Alert Message to:  
National Development and Reform Commission 
http://xf.ndrc.gov.cn/xf/ly.jsp 

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard China Country Manager Siya Tong: Contact 
Siya@climatescorecard.org 

European Union 

Spotlight Activity: Increase in EU greenhouse gas emissions hampers progress towards 2030 
targets  

Greenhouse gas emissions across the European Union rose slightly in 2017, mostly because of the 
transport sector. Preliminary estimates published in the European Environment Agency’s (EEA) 
annual ‘trends and projections’ assessments show a 0.6% emissions increase in 2017 from 2016. 
This limited increase means that the EU is still expected to achieve its 2020 emissions reduction 
target, albeit by a narrower margin. However, national measures will need to be urgently stepped up 
to achieve the EU’s new reduction targets for 2030. 

The rise is mostly due to the increase of oil consumption from road transport. Aviation emissions from 
intra-EU flights, which are also included, grew by 4.5% in 2017 compared to the year before.  

While total emissions from the entire EU remain below the 2020 target, the latest projections show 
that greenhouse gas emissions increased in more than half (17) of the EU Member States in 2017. 
The largest absolute growth in emissions occurred in Spain. Poland and France also saw large 
growth in emissions. The largest declines compared with 2016 occurred in Denmark, Finland and the 
United Kingdom. 

Urgent action needed to achieve the EU’s 2030 targets 
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When the latest Member State projections are extended to 2030 and compared with the EU’s new 
binding target of at least a 40% reduction in domestic greenhouse gas emissions (compared with 
1990 levels) by 2030, insufficient progress is shown by a vast majority of Member States. With 
current national policies, the pace of reductions is expected to slow after 2020 in EU ETS and Effort 
Sharing sectors, instead of accelerating. 

According to reported projections, EU-wide reductions of emissions by 2030 will reach only 30% 
below 1990 levels, based on existing mitigation measures, and only 32% when additional planned 
mitigation measures are considered. 

Only six Member States project emission levels below their respective 2030 targets under the EU’s 
Effort Sharing Regulation. 

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still 

A slight increase in 2017 emissions and a projection that the EU will miss its 2030 Paris Agreement 
target in reason to be concerned. The EU has made one of the most aggressive Paris Agreement 
pledges, and its role as a climate change leader will be diminished if it cannot live up to its pledges. 

TAKE ACTION: Those concerned should send the following message to Hans Bruyninckx, 
Executive  Director of the European Environmental Agency: 

While the EU remains on track to meet its 2020 emissions reduction target, updated data shows 
Member States cannot afford to take progress beyond that date for granted. The data clearly show a 
need to break further the link between emissions and economic growth. We know it can be done. 
Member States must plan and deliver on ambitious policies and measures if we are to meet our 2030 
targets and our Paris agreement commitments. 

Contact: 
Send Message to Mr. Bruyninckx c/o Eropean Environmental Agency; 
Antti Kaartinen, Press Officer, phone 45 2236 1381 

This Post was submitted by Ron Israel, Climate Scorecard Co-Director 

Phase 2: Brief # 9 France 

Spotlight Activity: French Government ramps up its carbon tax 

In its National Low-Carbon Strategy,  Stratégie Nationale Bas Carbone, and in its Law on the 
Energetic transition and Green Growth, France had set a clear trajectory on increasing a carbon tax. 
However, the new government elected in 2017 decided last year to increase it even more than 
anticipated. As the increase is slowly cumulating with fossil fuel price hikes, the Government faces 
unprecedented mobilization against fossil fuel increase; this shows many things: 

- Though convinced that climate changed is due to fossil fuels, French people largely ignore that 
fuel prices depend on oil & gas price on international markets 
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- French people are still too dependent on fossil fuels for heating and transportation, although 
electric vehicles are making progress every year. 

- 80% of the French people are not willing to pay a high price for their CO2 emissions; 

- The public does not support measures necessary to reduce GHG emissions in ambitious 
climate policies. Despite successful experiments, more debates are needed at all levels to 
explain how climate finance works (or should work). The information is available but is still too 
complex for the general public, see picture hereunder. 

-

- !  

Funding fluxes from source to destination.  
Source: I4CE panorama.  

The complexity of the current carbon tax system is not helpful for the communication to the general 
public. For instance, there still remains some loopholes in the application of the tax, such as the 
partial exoneration of some kinds of fuels show in the following snapshot taken from the Carbon tax 
chart:  
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!  

!  

The scheduled increase is sufficient to have an impact on consumers and investors: 

Year Price before VAT 
(€/tCO2)

2018 44,6
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*projected increase 

But the compensation to the tax is only available in the form of small bonuses on low-carbon 
alternative purchases, such as electric vehicles or heat pumps. In fact, those bonuses have been cut 
in the past few years, and most of the carbon tax revenue is spent on obscure “environmental 
transition” investment lines with low or near zero impact on GHG emissions and low or negative 
public visibility, such as wind turbines in areas with erratic winds and historic or scenic landscapes, 
where tall windmills sometimes fit and often don’t. Communication is often insufficient: too many 
organizations in France are still pretending that electric vehicles cannot help the climate, when the 
information is available. The Government is still not clear on these topics (for instance, placing on the 
same level available, low-CO2 battery EVs and H2-powered vehicles, when hydrogen is not low-
carbon and will not be before 2040, way to late for the climate) or not supporting NGOs like Climate 
Scorecard and its partners. For instance: 

!  

2020 65,4

2022 86,2

2025 100*

2030 200*

2040 400*
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!  

Emissions de CO2 des véhicules électriques en fonction des émissions du système électrique.  
Source: Transport & Environment  

 Instead, Climate Score card urges the French Government to adopt clear-cut low-emission 
investment bonuses or a general “carbon fee and dividend” like the one adopted by Canada a few 
weeks ago. The “Carbon fee & dividend” scheme has been proposed for many years by CCL, the 
Citizens Climate Lobby, as a means to effectively amplify the price signal effect of GHG emissions 
with a clear orientation to the benefits of such a tax: everyone receives a dividend, i.e.. a yearly 
allowance, that they can spend or save on low-carbon solution. The amount of the dividend is equal 
to the total sum of the tax, minus collection fees and a large budget for education and media 
communication campaigns to inform the public about the most efficient low-carbon alternatives, 
divided by the number of beneficiaries (households). Companies do not receive any compensation 
because they usually have more budget for choosing between fossil and alternative energy solutions. 
A border compensation scheme is established to account for the level or lack of “Carbon fee & 
dividend” scheme, or an equivalent carbon price scheme, in other countries. Finally, care must be 
taken to offset the level of the carbon price depending on the kind of GHG source, or worse, the 
exclusions on some companies and industrial sectors, which in principle, should be eliminated in 
order to ensure a faire treatment of all economic actors. In fact, a previous version of the carbon tax 
in France had been repelled ten years ago by the Conseil Constitutionnel, the French equivalent to 
the Supreme Court, on the grounds that too many exclusions created an unfair treatment between 
taxpayers.  

Activity Ranking - *** Moving in the Right Direction  
Increasing the carbon tax is one of the most efficient ways to help cut CO2 emissions ... but the devil 
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lies in the details of the climate transition. The current levels and number of exclusions defeat its 
purpose. France must focus more on implementing effective carbon pricing schemes, such as a 
universal carbon tax or a “Carbon fee & dividend” scheme, if it wants to decrease significantly CO2 
emissions every year. Otherwise it will miss its 2020 and 2030 GHG emissions reduction objectives 
(respectively, -23% and -50% CO2 equivalent with respect to 1990). A border compensation scheme 
and precise monitoring of carbon tax efficiency have yet to be implemented. 

Take Action 

Write to Prime Minister, Mr. Edouard Philippe : 

Example of contribution text: 

“Dear Sir, 

France has set up a framework for a carbon tax and made political decisions to 
#LowerCO2emissionsAgain : France has committed to reduce GHG emissions by 23% in 2020 
compared to 1990, 50% in 2030 and 100% in 2050. As President Macron rightly pointed out on 
12/12/2017 at the One Planet Summit, “we are losing this battle: this is unacceptable”. We have 
noticed that in other countries, an awful lot of money, hundreds of billions of euros, have been 
invested with very little effect. 

President Macron said: “CO2 emissions are top priority”.  
We certainly agree that increasing CO2 emissions is no longer an option and that this trend must be 
reversed. Climate Scorecard encourages the French government to set clear deadlines to reach its 
CO2 emissions targets and start immediately implementing a more effective carbon tax scheme in 2 
parts: 

1. Tax collection: current levels and number of exclusions to the carbon tax (Carbon Component 
of TICPE) defeat its purpose. France must focus more on implementing effective carbon 
pricing schemes, such as a universal carbon tax without any partial or hidden exemptions (the 
useless ETS must be terminated and replaced by a European price on carbon)) or a “Carbon 
fee & dividend” scheme, if it wants to decrease significantly CO2 emissions every year. 
Otherwise it will miss its 2020 and 2030 GHG emissions reduction objectives (respectively, 
-23% and -50% CO2 equivalent with respect to 1990). A border compensation scheme and 
precise monitoring of carbon tax efficiency have yet to be implemented. 

2. Educative compensation: the public will accept and admit the consequences of a hefty carbon 
tax only if: 

a.  an identifiable compensation is made available to them,  

b. education and information towards effective alternative solutions with validated, 
unequivocal CO2 emission reduction or capture are identified. 
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Therefore, Climate Scorecard urges your Government to consider the implementation, in France and 
in Europe, of either a universal carbon tax or a Carbon fee & dividend scheme, replacing the current 
CCE/TICPE and ETS schemes, which have failed and are not understandable by the general public. 
Please consider that France is a role model, but each lag year towards effective CO2 emission 
reduction may cause an irreversible change of temperature of about +0.1°C per year, from +1.0°C in 
2018. We are only 5 years away from crossing the +1.50C threshold forever. Therefore, our actions 
should be swift, coordinated, unequivocal and effective immediately.  We hope that your services and 
the Ministère de la Transition Ecologique et Solidaire will be willing to work with us in order to redirect 
Climate Change Action in France and worldwide, towards more ambitious climate goals and effective 
measure, such as Carbon Neutrality by 2040 or 2045, instead of 2050. 

We are looking forward to your answer and working on climate action together. 

With our respectful and best regards [sign name] 

Send This Action Alert Message to:  
Write to Prime Minister, Mr. Edouard Philippe at:  

https://www.gouvernement.fr/contact/ecrire-au-premier-ministre  

Education organizations, NGOs and community services in your neighborhood 

To contact us for more information, email Climate Scorecard French Country Manager:  

Stephan Savarese at stephan@climatescorecard.org 

--- 

Version française :  

Phase 2 : Bulletin no. 9 France 

Activité : Le gouvernement français augmente la taxe carbone.  

Dans sa Stratégie Nationale Bas Carbone, Stratégie Nationale Bas Carbone, et dans sa Loi sur la 
transition énergétique et la croissance verte, la France s'est fixé une trajectoire claire pour augmenter 
une taxe carbone. Cependant, le nouveau gouvernement élu en 2017 a décidé l'année dernière de 
l'augmenter encore plus que prévu. Alors que l'augmentation s'accumule lentement avec la hausse 
des prix des combustibles fossiles, le gouvernement est confronté à une mobilisation sans précédent 
contre l'augmentation des combustibles fossiles, ce qui montre bien des choses : 

- Bien que convaincus que le changement climatique est dû aux combustibles fossiles, les Français 
ignorent largement que les prix des combustibles dépendent du prix du pétrole et du gaz sur les 
marchés internationaux. 

- Les Français sont encore trop dépendants des combustibles fossiles pour le chauffage et les 
transports, même si les véhicules électriques progressent chaque année. 

- 80% des Français ne sont pas prêts à payer le prix fort pour leurs émissions de CO2 ; 
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- Le public n'appuie pas les mesures nécessaires pour réduire les émissions de GES dans le cadre 
de politiques climatiques ambitieuses. Malgré des expériences réussies, d'autres débats sont 
nécessaires à tous les niveaux pour expliquer comment fonctionne (ou devrait fonctionner) la finance 
climatique. L'information est disponible mais reste trop complexe pour le grand public, voir photo ci-
dessous. 

La complexité du système actuel de taxe carbone n'est pas utile pour la communication au grand 
public. Par exemple, il reste encore quelques lacunes dans l'application de la taxe, comme le montre 
l'exonération partielle de certains types de carburants dans l'instantané suivant tiré du tableau de la 
taxe carbone : 

!  

Flux de financement de la source à la destination.  
Source: panorama I4CE.  

La complexité du système actuel de taxe carbone n'est pas utile pour la communication au grand 
public. Par exemple, il reste encore quelques lacunes dans l'application de la taxe, comme le montre 
l'exonération partielle de certains types de carburants dans l'instantané suivant tiré du tableau de la 
taxe carbone : 
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!  

!  

L’augmentation prévue est suffisante pour avoir un fort impact sur les consommateurs: 

Year Price before VAT 
(€/tCO2)

2018 44,6
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*augmentation prévue 

Mais la compensation de la taxe n'est disponible que sous la forme de petits bonus sur les achats 
alternatifs à faible émission de carbone, tels que les véhicules électriques ou les pompes à chaleur. 
En fait, ces primes ont été réduites au cours des dernières années, et la plus grande partie des 
recettes de la taxe sur le carbone est dépensée dans des lignes d'investissement obscures de " 
transition environnementale " ayant un impact faible ou presque nul sur les émissions de GES et une 
visibilité publique faible ou négative, comme les éoliennes dans les régions où les vents sont 
irréguliers et les paysages historiques ou pittoresques accueillent ces grands moulins parfois très 
mal. La communication est souvent insuffisante : trop d'organisations en France prétendent encore 
que les véhicules électriques ne peuvent pas aider le climat, alors que l'information est disponible. Le 
gouvernement n'est pas encore clair sur ces sujets (par exemple, placer au même niveau les VE à 
faible émission de CO2 et les véhicules fonctionnant au H2, alors que l'hydrogène n'est pas à faible 
émission de carbone et ne le sera pas avant 2040, ce qui est trop tard pour le climat) ou ne pas 
soutenir les ONG comme Climate Scorecard et ses partenaires. Par exemple : 

!  

2020 65,4

2022 86,2

2025 100*

2030 200*

2040 400*
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!  

Emissions de CO2 des véhicules électriques en fonction des émissions du système électrique.  
Source: Transport & Environment.  

Au lieu de cela, l’ONG Climate Scorecard exhorte le gouvernement français à adopter des primes à 
l'investissement clairement définies et à faibles émissions ou une taxe carbone redistributive comme 
celle récemment adoptée par le Canada : le Prix et Dividende Carbone. Depuis de nombreuses 
années, CCL, le Lobby Citoyen pour le Climat (Citizens Climate Lobby), propose le système "Carbon 
fee & dividend" comme moyen d'amplifier efficacement l'effet de signal de prix des émissions de GES 
en s'orientant clairement vers les avantages d'une telle taxe : chacun reçoit un dividende, c'est-à-dire 
une allocation annuelle, qu'il peut dépenser ou économiser dans une solution faible en carbone. Le 
montant du dividende est égal à la somme totale de l'impôt, déduction faite des frais de perception et 
d'un budget important pour les campagnes d'éducation et de communication médiatique visant à 
informer le public sur les alternatives les plus efficaces en matière de réduction des émissions de 
carbone, divisée par le nombre de bénéficiaires (ménages). Les entreprises ne reçoivent aucune 
compensation parce qu'elles disposent généralement d'un budget plus important pour choisir entre 
des solutions énergétiques fossiles et alternatives. Un système de compensation à la frontière est 
établi pour tenir compte du niveau ou de l'absence d'un système de "taxe et dividende carbone", ou 
d'un système équivalent de prix du carbone, dans d'autres pays. Enfin, il faut veiller à compenser le 
niveau du prix du carbone en fonction du type de source de GES, ou pire, les exclusions sur 
certaines entreprises et secteurs industriels, qui devraient en principe être éliminées afin d'assurer un 
traitement équitable à tous les acteurs économiques. En fait, une version précédente de la taxe 
carbone en France avait été rejetée il y a dix ans par le Conseil Constitutionnel, au motif que trop 
d'exclusions créaient un traitement injuste entre contribuables. 
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Evaluation : *** Sur la bonne voie  
Augmenter la taxe carbone est l’un des meilleurs moyens de baisser sensiblement les émissions de 
CO2 … mais il faut bien veiller à la rendre redistributive pour éviter un choc fiscal. Le niveau et le 
nombre actuels d'exclusions vont à l'encontre de son objectif. La France doit se concentrer 
davantage sur la mise en place de systèmes efficaces de tarification du carbone, tels qu'une taxe 
carbone universelle et redistributive telle que le Prix et Dividende Carbone, si elle veut réduire 
sensiblement ses émissions de CO2 chaque année. Sinon, elle n’atteindra pas ses objectifs de 
réduction des émissions de GES pour 2020 et 2030 (respectivement -23% et -50% d'équivalent CO2 
par rapport à 1990). Un système de compensation aux frontières et un suivi précis de l'efficacité de la 
taxe carbone n'ont pas encore été mis en place. 

Action pour le climat : 

Ecrivez au Premier Ministre, M. Edouard Philippe :  

Exemple de contribution : 

« Monsieur le Premier Ministre, 

Certaines décisions politiques sont nécessaires pour réduire les émissions de CO2.  

La France a mis en place un cadre pour une taxe carbone et a pris des décisions politiques en faveur 
de la réduction des émissions de CO2 : elle s'est engagée à réduire ses émissions de GES de 23% 
en 2020 par rapport à 1990, 50% en 2030 et 100% en 2050. Comme le Président Macron l'a souligné 
à juste titre le 12/12/2017 lors du One Planet Summit, "nous sommes en train de perdre cette 
bataille : c'est inacceptable". Nous avons constaté que dans d'autres pays, beaucoup d'argent, des 
centaines de milliards d'euros, ont été investis avec très peu d'effet. 

A la COP23, le président Macron avait dit : "Les émissions de CO2 sont notre priorité absolue".  

Nous convenons certainement que l'augmentation des émissions de CO2 n'est plus une option et 
que cette tendance doit être inversée. Climate Scorecard encourage le gouvernement français à fixer 
des échéances claires pour atteindre ses objectifs en matière d'émissions de CO2 et à commencer 
immédiatement à mettre en œuvre un système de taxe carbone redistributive et universelle plus 
efficace en deux parties : 

1. Perception universelle de l'impôt : les niveaux actuels et le nombre d'exclusions de la taxe 
carbone (Composante Carbone du TICPE) vont à l'encontre de son objectif. La France doit se 
concentrer davantage sur la mise en place de systèmes efficaces de tarification du carbone, tels 
qu'une taxe carbone universelle sans exemptions partielles ou cachées (le système ETS inutile 
devrait être supprimé et remplacé par un prix européen du carbone) ou un système de " Prix et 
Dividende Carbone", si elle souhaite réduire significativement ses émissions de CO2 chaque année. 
Sinon, elle manquera ses objectifs de réduction des émissions de GES pour 2020 et 2030 
(respectivement -23% et -50% d'équivalent CO2 par rapport à 1990). Un système de compensation 
aux frontières et un suivi précis de l'efficacité de la taxe carbone n'ont pas encore été mis en place. 
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2. Compensation éducative : le public n'acceptera et n'admettra les conséquences d'une taxe 
carbone lourde que si : 

a. une rémunération identifiable est mise à sa disposition,  

b. l'éducation et l'information vers des solutions alternatives efficaces avec une réduction ou la 
capture certifiée et sans équivoque des émissions de CO2 sont identifiées. 

C'est pourquoi, le Climate Scorecard exhorte votre gouvernement à envisager la mise en place, en 
France et en Europe, d'une taxe carbone universelle ou d'un système de taxe et de dividende 
carbone, en remplacement des actuels systèmes CCE/TICPE et ETS, qui ont échoué et ne sont pas 
compréhensibles par le grand public. Veuillez considérer que la France est un modèle à suivre, mais 
chaque année de retard vers une réduction efficace des émissions de CO2 peut entraîner un 
changement irréversible de température d'environ +0,1°C par an, contre +1,0°C en 2018. Nous ne 
sommes qu'à 5 ans du franchissement du seuil de +1,5°C pour toujours. Par conséquent, nos actions 
doivent être rapides, coordonnées, sans équivoque et efficaces immédiatement.  Nous espérons que 
vos services et le Ministère de la Transition Ecologique et Solidaire seront prêts à travailler avec nous 
pour réorienter l'Action Changement Climatique en France et dans le monde, vers des objectifs 
climatiques plus ambitieux et des mesures efficaces, comme la neutralité carbone d'ici 2040 ou 2045, 
au lieu de 2050. 

Nous attendons votre réponse avec impatience et travaillons ensemble sur l'action climatique. 

Avec nos plus respectueuses salutations, 

 [nom ou signature] 

Climate Scorecard se tient à votre disposition pour une aide précise et efficace afin de définir et tenir 
ces objectifs. Dans l’attente de votre réponse, nous soutenons votre action pour le climat en France 
et dans le monde.  

Avec nos salutations les plus respectueuses [Prénom Nom] » 

Envoyez ce Message d’Alerte :  
Ecrivez au Premier Ministre, M. Edouard Philippe sur : 

https://www.gouvernement.fr/contact/ecrire-au-premier-ministre  

Ecoles, associations et organismes d’enseignement ou services sociaux  

Devenez partenaires de Climate Scorecard en vous inscrivant sur : 

https://www.climatescorecard.org/partners/ 
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Pour nous contacter, envoyez un courriel au Directeur National de Climate Scorecard: Stephan 
Savarese 

 stephan@climatescorecard.org 

GERMANY 

Spotlight Issue: New IPCC Report Surfaces Divisions in Parliament 

The UN’s latest IPCC report has seen the German’s Green and ruling government party members 
exchange views on the international efforts required to meet the Paris agreement. Members of the 
Green party blamed the ruling party members for too much tough talk on climate action with little 
to show in a decade. According to an article in cleanenergywire.com, the German government has 
been criticized over the past weeks for failure to solve the diesel emissions scandal and 
implement the key European Climate policy in the transport sector.  

The Green party’s Oliver Krischer said that “mass protests at Hambach forest against the cutting 
down of trees for the expansion of coal mining by the energy company RWE is a clear show of 
citizens’ anger and frustration for the lack of serious climate actions”. However, the ruling party 
spokesperson made several observations. For instance, German government alone cannot solve 
global climate change problem, a global collective effort is required. Further, the Green party 
members are not keen on the jobs, costs and the impact of Paris agreement to the economy. 

However, the Environment Minister Schulze said that the central IPCC message is a warning that 
we are running out of time in meeting the 1.5oC goal of Paris agreement. The minister promised 
to try as fast as possible to end coal, gas and oil use as a source of energy. Schulze laid emphasis 
on Germany’s Climate Protection Act to be introduced in 2019 with binding targets in all sectors of 
the economy. Further, Schulze indicated that climate action is not an obstacle to economic growth but 
an opportunity for economic growth. Klaus Mindrup warned that Germany would face up to 60 billion 
Euros of fines from the EU, if it failed to meet its emission reduction targets. On the other hand, the 
right-wing AfD did not hesitate to say that climate change is a hoax tantamount to religion adding 
that coal exit and transformation of other energy sectors would betray workers and reduce the 
competitiveness of the industry in general. 

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction  
The immediate debate of the IPCC report is commendable. The debate offered different views of 
climate change and action issues with key stakeholders recognizing their failure to act in line with the 
Paris agreement targets. The German government identified the areas it has failed, the implications 
and acknowledges the actions that need to be undertaken. The Minister for Environment assured 
members of parliament and the general public that it would introduce legally binding targets in 
response to the IPCC report through the Climate Protection Act in 2019. 

Take Action: To support the IPCC report send the following message to the Federal Minister of 
Economic Affairs and Energy and Minister for Environment, Schulze  

We congratulate and acknowledgment the parliamentary debate of the IPCC report. We urge a 
speedy digitalisation of the energy system and the provision of higher capacity storage to ensure 
renewable energy expansion. The two ministries should endeavour to create awareness and increase 

�  22

mailto:stephan@climatescorecard.org
http://cleanenergywire.com/


confidence among citizens and parliamentarians on its actions in response to the issues highlighted 
in the IPCC report in line with the Paris agreement targets. The ministry should provide a balanced 
report that informs the citizens on the costs, jobs and the opportunities of climate actions. 

Contact: Peter Altmaier - Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and Energy 
• Web:https://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/EN/Service/Contact/contact.html 

• Email: peter.altmaier@bundestag.de 

• Scharnhorststraße 34-37, 10115 Berlin 

• Phone: +49 (0) 3018 615-0 

• Fax:    +49 (0) 3018 615-7010 

Svenja Schulze - Federal Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear 
Safety, BMUB 

• Address: Robert-Schuman-Platz 3, 53175 Bonn 

• Phone: +49 (0) 22899 305-0 

• Email: Klimawandel.Deutsche Anpassungsstrategie@bmub.bund.de 

• Website:http://www.bmub.bund.de/en/topics/climate-energy/climate/adaptation-to-climate-
change/ 

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Country Manager Mary Nthambi: 
Contact Mary@climatyescorecard.org 

INDIA 

Spotlight Activity: India’s New REDD+ Strategy Criticized 
On 30th of August 2018, India released its National REDD+ Strategy. The government says it has 
been prepared in accordance with the requirements of UNFCCC, to be eligible to get result based 
financial incentives for REDD+. According to the government, this Strategy recognises the role of 
local and tribal communities in getting a fair share of REDD+ benefits. The National REDD+ Strategy 
of India outlines the facilitative and enabling environment for implementing REDD+, the strategy to be 
adopted and an implementation framework complying with the various REDD+ agreements under the 
UNFCCC. India, in its INDC has shown the intention of reducing the emissions intensity of its GDP by 
33 to 35 percent by 2030 from 2005 level, and has planned to create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 
to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030. National 
initiatives like Green India Mission, National Agro-forestry Policy, REDD+ programmes, Joint Forest 
Management, National Afforestation Programme and devolution of about USD 6 billion under 
Compensatory Afforestation to states will be the important instruments to achieve this task. The 
National Strategy prepared by a team of forestry expert from the relevant government departments 
and other organisations provides the framework of action and implementation pathways.   

While the strategy rightly observes the role of communities in protecting India’s forest resources, it 
fails way short in giving them decision making power under the strategy. The strategy mentions that 
all the existing legal and customary rights of the indigenous communities will be respected as per the 
existing laws of the land however when it comes to implementation of the forest conservation 
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programmes, it’s too forest bureaucracy centric. While it mentions the Joint Forest Management 
(JFM) committees, formed under a programme of the government, it grossly undervalues the 
existence of thousands of Community Forest Management (CFM) initiatives in the country that have 
been sustainably managing natural forests for hundreds of years. It recognises them only in case of 
two states (provinces), however when it comes to implement various projects under REDD+ it talks 
more about new concepts of forming Green Armies and Community Foresters thereby creating a 
scope of conflicts and confusion.   

Climate Scorecard Rating: ** Standing Still, Neither Advancing nor lLmiting Emissions 
There are many concerns that we need to raise on the strategy. However, for this alert, we are 
flagging two. They are 1. The recognition of controversial proposed amendments to the National 
Forest Policy (1988), and 2. Adhering to the controversial Compensatory Afforestation Fund (CAF) 
Rules, 2018. Both of these promote top-down approach to forest management by ignoring the 
decision making authority of local and indigenous communities and hence marginalise the major 
stakeholders in managing India’s forests. Climate Scorecard therefore gives India’s REDD+ Strategy 
with two-star rank. 

Take Action –  
In this alert, we ask you to take action and write to India’s Minister of Forests, Environment and 
Climate Change to modify the REDD+ Strategy to give local, forested and indigenous communities a 
say in decision making on the way this strategy will be implemented. For this to happen, the existing 
CAF Rules 2018 needs to be drastically modified and the Draft National Forest Policy (2018) needs to 
recognise rights of local communities in the forests, promote natural biodiversity rich forest 
conservation and scrapping of invasive and unsustainable plantation activities. The representatives of 
community forest management institutions and their networks, and those of indigenous communities 
should be in all committees starting from local to national levels that are responsible for implementing 
the REDD+ Strategy.    

Please address your emails/tweets to: 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Hon’ble Minister MoEFCC, Govt. of India 
ps2mefcc@gov.in 
Twitter handle of the Ministry: @moefcc 

For further details, contact:  
Ranjan K Panda 
Country Manager for India, Climate Scorecard Project 
Convenor, Combat Climate Change Network, India 
Email: ranjanpanda@gmail.com 

Indonesia 

Spotlight Activity: Peatland Restoration Agency Gets Down to Details and Flexes Results  

In Batam City, the Peatland Restoration Agency (Badan Restorasi Gambut, BRG) and the Innovation 
Research and Development Center of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry (BLI-KLHK) hosted a 
meeting that was this year’s follow-up to the Tropical Peatland Roundtable Discussion in 2017 to 
develop future strategies to more sustainably manage peatland tropical ecosystems. BRG is 
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responsible to restore two million hectares of peatland by 2020 in seven provinces that have the most 
severely degraded lands. The ITPC (International Tropical Peatland Center) is a recent initiative of 
the KLHK, established in Bogor to be used as a reference point and knowledge center of peatland 
management. This meeting began in mid-November 2018. This meeting continues on the points of 
agreement from the 1st Tropical Peatland Roundtable Discussion in 2017 which included development 
of a tropical peat study, monitoring systems, international consultation committee, integrated peatland 
management models in the hydrological peatland units, and increasing human capacity. This second 
discussion will result in recommendations for technical steps of sustainable peatland management. 

The Meranti Islands Regency presented on its success in peatland restoration and challenges it faces 
at the local level in the meeting. The regency was able to preserve peatlands up to 80% of the total 
Meranti islands area. The regional government supported communities in planting crops such as 
coconut, coffee and particularly sago that prevented exposure of the peat. The community agricultural 
and land management knowledge was an important component in the program’s success. 

The Meranti Islands Regency used canal blocking and canalization to create ponds and water stores 
that could be drained into peatland ecosystems that are void of plant life, thereby preventing fire on 
exposed soil. This program was a combination of efforts that the BRG has touted in the last two 
years, namely the use of agriculture – particularly paludiculture – and rewetting to restore peatlands. 
Sago palms, the crop producing the greatest yields from the communities, can thrive in waterlogged 
soils. It can tolerate a wide range of soil conditions, making it an ideal crop to cover peat soil. 
Although unclear from reporting on the conference, if the sago was planted in rewetted or undrained 
but uncleared peatlands, it can be considered paludiculture. This demonstrates that BRG continued 
its work that it presented at COP-23 on paludiculture to restore peatlands, prevent fires, and improve 
community livelihoods. This conference and case example from Meranti demonstrate the promise of 
BRG, achieving the three key activities of community restoration; rewetting, revegetation, and 
revitalization. The success of the program can be attributed greatly to the yield of the 50 thousand 
hectares of plantation, generating 90% of domestic sago consumption and for export. BRG has also 
reduced hotspots through fish ponds, community gardens, other cover cropping, and thousands of 
drill wells, bore wells and canals. BRG is beginning to “socialize” land clearing without burning (known 
as Pembukaan Lahan Tanpa Bakar, PLTB). Socializing technical restoration programs produces more 
sustainable outcomes. 

Activity Rating: *** Moving Forward  

BRG is moving forward with restoring peatland. It claims it will have restored 600 thousand hectares 
by the end of 2018. BRG aims to complete 2.4 million hectares of restoration over the next five years. 
BRG has stated that concession holders and companies are developing restoration plans for around 
400 thousand hectares. Restoration on company land is still in its early stages.  

TAKE ACTION: 
BRG needs to describe how water governance, i.e., canals and rewetting infrastructure, will be 
maintained in the future. The claimed 600 thousand hectares of restored land need to be proven and 
validated as truly restored. Ideally, BRG will provide shapefiles of restored areas with fields that 
indicate the stakeholders of the effort (community, regency, desa, for example), the state of peat prior 
to the program (previously burned, heavily degraded, drained, hotspot, for example), and the 
technical methods used for restoration. This would allow researchers to hold BRG accountable and 
study which methods of restoration are most successful in which social systems and degraded land 
types. 
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BRG needs to describe how companies and concession holders will restore their land. BRG must 
describe both the technical steps and the incentives of these companies. The Ministry of Agriculture 
has been improving food yields from swamp and tidal land by decreasing soil pH with different 
fertilizers. Such projects would incentivize companies to adopt paludiculture. BRG should work more 
closely with the Ministry of Agriculture to improve technologies that increase cover crop and 
paludiculture yields. This would further incentivize companies and concession holders to restore their 
degraded lands. 

Send Action Alert Message 
Send the following message to BRG (see below for contact info):  

BRG needs to provide data for the 600k hect restored community land. How will 400k hect private 
land be restored? To increase paludiculture adoption: work with Pertanian to increase yields 

Contact: BRG  
website: https://brg.go.id/pengaduan/  
email: pengaduan@brg.go.id 
Tweet the agency @BRG_Indonesia. 

For more information contact Climate Scorecard Indonesia Country Manager Tristan Grupp: 
Tristan@climatescorecard.org 

Japan 

Spotlight Activity: Japan's Marubeni Corp’s Pledges to halve coal-fired power capacity by 
2030, and to no longer start new coal-fired power plant projects 

On September 18th, Marubeni Corp. announced that it would no longer enter into any new coal-fired 
power generation businesses and halve the net capacity of its existing coal-fired power plants’ 
capacity.   

Marubeni Corp. is one of the biggest trading companies in Japan, engaging in various business 
activities worldwide including various financial investments. Its annual net sales in 2018 was 7,540 
billion JPY. 

In its announcement, the Company added that it might consider pursuing coal-fired power projects 
that adopt the best available technology (BAT) and are compliant with government policies, leaving 
leeway for new deals, as other financial institutions announced similar intentions.  

This decision by the company might be attributed to the recent movement of global companies and 
pension funds to divest assets in companies that generate revenues from fossil fuels, especially coal. 
This movement might make Marubeni anxious about its growing reputational risk and the risk of its 
investments in coal-fired power plants becoming bad stranded assets.  

The company also said it would begin to raise the ratio of power generated by renewable energy in its 
power supply capacity to 20 percent by 2023 from about 10 percent in 2018. 
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Activity Rating: **** Good Move 
Japanese companies have been criticised by the international community due to their unwillingness 
to withdraw their businesses from coal-fired power plants. In that regard, the announcement by 
Marubeni is considered extremely significant, and it is likely that other companies will make similar 
announcements soon.  
  
Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymakers below:  

Dear Mr. Nakagawa, MInister of Environment of Japan, 

It is a huge progress that Marubeni Corp. announced that it would no longer enter into any new coal-
fired power generation business and halve the net capacity of coal-fired power plants’ capacity. 

There are, however, still some Japanese companies which have not pledged their withdrawal of 
business and finance from coal-fired power plants, which contribute hugely to GHG emissions.   

We would strongly suggest that you persuade those companies and financial institutions which are 
still committed to coal-fired power plants to make similar announcements and withdraw from these 
commitments via ESG Working Group held in the Ministry of Environment of Japan. 

Contact 
Minister of Environment Japan, Masaharu Nakagawa, 

Minister of Environment Japan, 
 https://www.env.go.jp/en/moemail/  

For more information, please contact Climate Scorecard Japan Country Manager; Kenta Matsumoto: 
kmatsumoto@climatescorecard.org  

5. References 
[EN] https://www.reuters.com/article/us-japan-coal-marubeni/japans-marubeni-to-halve-coal-fired-
power-capacity-by-2030-idUSKCN1LY05H  

[JP]  https://sustainablejapan.jp/2018/09/20/marubeni-coal-power/34501   

‘ESG Working Group’ is a working Group “on Incorporating Issues Regarding Sustainability into 
Investment", established and facilitated by the Ministry of the Environment of Japan.  
Several key financial institutions take part in this working group.  

MEXICO 

Spotlight Activity: New Information Shows Mexico's Blue Carbon Ecosystems to be in Danger 

Mexico has territory that is highly vulnerable to hydrometeorological disasters. This has global 
consequences because destroying the Mexican coastal areas of the Atlantic and the Pacific, affects 
directly the "Blue carbon" ecosystems, which cover only 0.5% of the world's marine surface, because 
México is one of the main countries that harbor these ecological lungs. The so called "Blue carbon" 
ecosystems are brackish marshes, mangroves and seagrasses, that can capture four times more 
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carbon from the atmosphere than mature tropical forests, and store five times more carbon per area. 
They represent 50% of the carbon contained in ocean sediments and sequester an annual amount of 
carbon equivalent to half of the worldwide emissions generated by the transport sector. When 
degraded or destroyed, these ecosystems emit the carbon they have stored for centuries into the 
atmosphere. Experts estimate that as much as 1.02 billion tons of carbon dioxide are being released 
annually from degraded coastal ecosystems, which is equivalent to 19% of emissions from tropical 
deforestation globally. 

A workshop was held In México City on 16 and 17 of October 2018 focused on building a protocol to 
standardize the information collected on blue carbon ecosystems. At this meeting, different 
representatives, both national and international, discussed Mexico's capacities in the monitoring and 
conservation of these valuable coastal ecosystems. The workshop was one of the follow-up actions 
proposed by México in compliance with the Paris Agreement: "Increase the carbon sequestration and 
protect the coastal areas with conservation and recovery schemes for marine ecosystems, such as 
coral reefs, mangroves, seagrasses and dunes", which implies a direct action of adaptation to climate 
change based on ecosystems.  

Activity Rating: *** Right Direction 

Standardizing the information on blue carbon ecosystems in Mexico’s coast is just the fist step to 
monitoring the ecological crisis. However, these actions are not enough to stop the destruction of blue 
carbon provoked by natural disasters or directly by the pollution of the oceans. These are huge 
challenges for the incoming Mexican government and the Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources (SEMARNAT), Josefa Gónzalez Blanco Ortíz Mena, in light of the actions proposed by 
México in its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC). 

Direct actions must be taken by the Mexican government to not sell the coastal areas to international 
tourist companies, who are the most interested in building on the Pacific and Caribbean beaches.  

Take Action: If you are concerned about the destruction of blue carbon areas of Mexico’s 
Pacific and Caribbean coasts, please send the following Action Alert message to the decision-
makers listed below: 

There are alarming records of ecological disasters in the mangroves areas in the Yucatan peninsula 
and the Riviera Maya, provoked directly by tourist companies. Also, recent studies determine that 
more than 50% of the Mesoamerican Barrier Reef System (the second largest in the world) has 
already disappeared. These are huge challenges for the incoming Mexican government and the 
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), Josefa Gónzalez Blanco Ortíz Mena, 
in light of the actions proposed by México in the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC). 

Personal letters, emails and phone calls have the most influence and impact on decision makers and 
policy makers so we encourage you to contact each individual directly with the above message. 

Contact: 
Directora General del Instituto Nacional de Ecología y Cambio Climático - 
Dr. Amparo Martínez Arroyo 
Website: https://www.gob.mx/inecc  
Email: amparo@atmosfera.unam.mx  
Telephone: (55) 5623 0222 

�  28

https://www.gob.mx/semarnat
https://www.gob.mx/semarnat
https://www.gob.mx/inecc
mailto:amparo@atmosfera.unam.mx


The Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources - 
Josefa Gónzalez Blanco Ortíz Mena 
Website: https://www.gob.mx/semarnat 
Contact: https://twitter.com/josefa_gbom?lang=en  

Directora de Regulación de Recursos Marinos y Costeros - 
Lic. Alejandra Reta Lira 
Telephone: (55) 54 90 09 28 
Email: alejandra.reta@semarnat.gob.mx 

The Blue Carbon Initiative - Senior Director of Strategic Marine Initiatives 
Dr. Emily Pidgeon 
Website: http://thebluecarboninitiative.org  
Contact: https://twitter.com/aus_epidgeon?lang=en 

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Mexico Country Manager Damien Escalante:  Contact 
Damien@climatescorecar.org 

NIGERIA 

Spotlight Activity: Nigeria Listed as One of the 10 Most Climate Vulnerable Countries 

German Mission in Nigeria reported that, according to the World Climate Change Vulnerability Index, 
Nigeria remained within the top 10 of the world’s most climate vulnerable countries, with Lagos 
ranking the 10th most vulnerable city in the world since 2014. 

With global waste growth predicted to increase by 70 per cent in 2050 per the World Bank and the 
Sub-Sahara region, one of the ‘hot spots’ that is likely to experience severe impacts of climate 
change, there is urgent need for actions across board to realise the goals of the Paris climate 
accord.” Meanwhile, Mrs. Maria Yetano Roche from Wuppertal Institute, Germany, said during a 
waste management seminar in Lagos, “The impact of climate change is no longer distant as many 
often think. “It has arrived in Nigeria with substantial evidence spread across the six geographical 
zones, ranging from flooding, rising sea and temperature levels, and food insecurity, among others. 
“There is need for the adoption of domestic and industrial biogas technologies with link to agriculture 
and rural development data, access to finance, awareness, and skills. “The waste sector should be 
included in 2019 revision of Nationally Determined Contributions, NDCs, and they need to build skills 
on keeping inventory of waste emissions and identify mitigation options.” 

Activity Rating:  * Falling Behind  

The World Climate Change Vulnerability Index casts a spotlight on the need for Nigeria to take urgent 
action to lessen its country vulnerability to climate change and strengthen its commitment to the Paris 
Agreement. 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker below:  
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Ibrahim Usman Jibril, Hon. Minister of Environment 

Dear Minister Jibril, 
We urge you to strengthen your efforts to address Nigeria’s vulnerability to climate change and to fully 
meet its Paris Agreement commitments. The World Climate Vulnerability Index places Nigeria on the 
list of the 10 most climate vulnerable countries. Steps need to be taken in all sectors to decrease our 
vulnerability and protect our environment. 

Contact:  
Send Message to Minister Jibril 
Email:  info@environment.gov.ng 
Tel: 09-523-3611 
 
This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Director Ron Israel 

Read more at: https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/10/nigeria-ranks-4th-among-most-climate-
vulnerable-countries/ 

RUSSIA 

Spotlight Activity: Russia and Sweden Increase Environmental Cooperation and The Ministry 
of Natural Resources of Russia Moves to Strengthen Forestation 

Russia-Sweden Cooperation 

A working meeting was recently held at the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources under the 
leadership of Nuritdin Inamov, Director of the Department of International Cooperation at the Ministry 
of Natural Resources of Russia, and Stephan Nistrem, Director of the Climate Department of the 
Swedish Environmental Protection Agency. The parties discussed the results of the work on the 
project “Capacity Building in the Field of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Control, including using BAT 
(best available technology), to achieve goals of the Russian-Swedish working group on «Air Pollution 
and Climate Change». This activity contributes to the development of recommendations on the 
formation of Russian legislation in the field of greenhouse gas emissions regulations based on 
international experience and the provisions of the Paris Climate Agreement. 

N. Inamov informed the Swedish delegation that the main goals in the field of environmental 
protection are currently united in the decree of the President of the Russian Federation by 7th May. 
Inamov stated,  “We are working to improve the environmental state in Russia. We face ambitious 
goals - to reduce emissions of pollutants into the atmosphere by 20% in 12 industrial centers of 
Russia. At the same time, we intend not to copy, but to adapt the achievements of foreign partners to 
Russian realities.” 

The issue of ratification of the Paris Agreement will be considered after a thorough analysis of the 
socio-economic consequences of climate change policies, as well as after the adoption of standards 
for the implementation of the Paris Agreement. 
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Acting Director of the Department of State Policy and Regulation in the Field of Water Resources and 
Hydrometeorology Larisa Korepanova noted that the project is a support for the formation of Russian 
legislation on the regulation of greenhouse gas emissions. 

S. Nistrem stressed that cooperation in this area is important for both countries, and for their part, the 
Swedish partners are ready to provide insights that may be of interest in Russia. “We are interested in 
further promotion of projects in Russia,” he noted.  

Potential Request for Proposals to Address Greenhouse Gas Absorption Being Developed by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources 

The Ministry of Natural Resources of Russia is organizing a request for proposals for the 
implementation of projects in the field of greenhouse gas absorption (forestation). Voluntary projects 
will work as follows: The investor concludes an agreement with the subject of the Russian Federation 
on afforestation and reforestation. The progress of the project is entered into the Forest Regional 
Plan. Following the results of its implementation, a report is sent to the regional authorities. The report 
data is entered in the State Forest Register and taken into account when preparing the National 
Inventory of Anthropogenic Emissions. The investor eventually receives officially confirmed 
information about the amount of greenhouse gases absorbed as a result of the work performed. This 
approach will be implemented in the current transition period - when there is no state regulation of 
greenhouse gas emissions in the country. A new regulation law is planned in June 2019. 

Investments in greenhouse gas absorption units could be a significant financial asset for a company, 
but only if the state’s model for controlling greenhouse gas emissions monetizes emissions and 
reductions, which remains to be done. 

  
Activity Rating: *** Right Direction 

A draft State Report on the State and Environmental Protection of the Russian Federation in 2017 
states that the volume of captured and neutralized pollutants from stationary sources in the Russian 
Federation for the period 2010-2017. decreased by 14.7%. Emissions of pollutants into the air from 
stationary sources for 2010-2017 decreased by 8.6% - from 19 115.6 thousand tons in 2010 to 17 
476.2 thousand tons in 2017.  

The State Report is a documentary statistical basis for the formation and implementation of state 
policy in the field of the environmental development of Russian regions. It determines the priority 
areas of activity of state authorities in this area, as well as the development of measures aimed at 
preventing and reducing negative environmental impacts. News about cooperation with Sweden and 
readiness to implement voluntary projects in the field of greenhouse gas absorption suggest that 
Russia needs to use all available methods to solve its climate problems. The Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Ecology is aware of the importance and the need to appeal to Western European 
experience, but this experience and European mechanisms must be adapted to the Russian reality. 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker below:  

Big questions are raised by the mechanism for implementing voluntary projects in the field of 
greenhouse gas absorption. It is said that a joint act of the Ministry of Natural Resources of Russia 
and the Ministry of Economic Development of Russia is being prepared, defining parts of the 
implementation of voluntary forest projects, and statistical reporting forms are being worked out. But it 
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is not clear when these proposals will come into force and how their control will be implemented. We 
understand that now there is only a preparatory stage. In our opinion, it is very important to accelerate 
the pace of development of state regulation of greenhouse gas emissions. This will bring a greater 
positive effect in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Contact: 
Ministry of Russian Federation 
http://services.government.ru/letters/ 

This Report was submitted by Climate Scorecard Russia Project Manager 
Polina Backunovich:  Contact Polina@climatescorecard.org 

RUSSIA ( RUSSIAN TRANSLATION) 
Россия и Швеция наращивают потенциал сотрудничества в области регулирования 

выбросов парниковых газов и Минприроды России готовит предложения по реализации 
добровольных проектов в области поглощения парниковых газов 

Сотрудничество России и Швеции 

В Минприроды России прошла рабочая встреча под руководством директора 
Департамента международного сотрудничества Минприроды России Нуритдина Инамова и 
директора Департамента по вопросам климата Шведского агентства охраны окружающей 
среды Стефаном Нистремом. 

Стороны обсудили результаты работ по проекту «Наращивание потенциала в области 
регулирования выбросов парниковых газов (ПГ), в том числе с использованием НДТ, в 
интересах достижения целей Парижского соглашения РКИК ООН в Российской Федерации и 
Швеции» в рамках российско-шведской рабочей группы по направлению «Загрязнение воздуха 
и изменение климата». 

Данная деятельность способствует выработке рекомендаций по формированию 
российского законодательства в области регулирования выбросов ПГ на основе 
международного опыта и положений Парижского климатического соглашения.       

Н. Инамов проинформировал шведскую делегацию о том, что основные цели в области 
охраны окружающей среды на данный момент объединены в «майском» указе Президента 
Российской Федерации. «Мы работаем над тем, чтобы улучшить состояние окружающей среды 
в России. Перед нами стоят амбициозные задачи – сократить выбросы загрязняющих веществ 
в атмосферу на 20% в 12 промышленных центрах России. При этом мы намерены не 
копировать, а адаптировать наработки зарубежных партнеров к российским реалиям», – 
отметил он. 

Вопрос ратификации Парижского соглашения будет рассмотрен после тщательного 
анализа социально-экономических последствий, а также после принятия принципов 
реализации Парижского соглашения. 

С.Нистрем подчеркнул, что сотрудничество по данному направлению важно для обеих 
стран, и со своей стороны шведские партнеры готовы предоставить наработки, которые могут 

�  32

http://services.government.ru/letters/
mailto:Polina@climatescorecard.org


быть интересны в России. «Мы заинтересованы в дальнейшем продвижении проектов в 
России», – отметил он. Кроме того, С.Нистрем проинформировал, что основные приоритеты 
Правительства Швеции в области охраны окружающей среды связаны с усилиями, 
направленными на борьбу с изменением климата, а также ограничением распространения 
химических и токсичных веществ. Правительство Швеции стремится достичь нулевой эмиссии 
парниковых газов к 2045 г. Повышенное внимание Шведского агентства по охране окружающей 
среды уделяется защите природы, уменьшению количества отходов. 

Стороны обсудили также важность проекта для обмена опытом в области разработки 
национального законодательства по регулированию выбросов антропогенных парниковых 
газов, подготовки регистров источников их выбросов, разработки национальной системы и 
механизмов их регулирования. 

Минприроды России готовит предложения по реализации добровольных проектов 
в области поглощения парниковых газов 

Такие проекты позволят снизить финансовые риски экспортоориентированных российских 
компаний, вызванные углеродным протекционизмом со стороны покупателей их продукции. 
Такие добровольные проекты будут работать следующим образом: инвестор заключает 
соглашение с субъектом РФ на лесоразведение и лесовосстановление. В Лесной 
региональный план вносятся сведения о ходе выполнения проекта. По итогам его реализации в 
региональные органы власти направляется отчет. Данные отчета вносятся в Государственный 
лесной реестр и учитываются при подготовке Национального кадастра антропогенных 
выбросов. Инвестор в итоге получает официально подтвержденные сведения об объеме 
парниковых газов, поглощенных в результате выполненных работ. 

Такие подходы реализуются в переходном периоде – когда в стране еще не существует 
госрегулирования выбросов парниковых газов. Принять соответствующий закон планируется в 
июне 2019 г.Инвестиции в единицы поглощения парниковых газов могли бы стать для компании 
весомым финансовым активом, но только при условии, что принятая в государстве модель 
регулирования выбросов парниковых газов монетизирует единицы выбросов и сокращений. 

В настоящее время компании могут рассчитать объем поглощения парниковых газов по 
разработанной Минприроды России методике. Утверждены правила лесовосстановления и 
лесоразведения, определено, какую информацию нужно включать в отчеты о воспроизводстве 
лесов и лесоразведении. Кроме того, готовится совместный акт Минприроды России и 
Минэкономразвития России, определяющий детали реализации добровольных лесных 
проектов, прорабатываются формы статистической отчетности. 

Статус Активности: *** Правильное направление 
В проекте государственного отчета о состоянии и охране окружающей среды Российской 

Федерации в 2017 году говорится, что объем захваченных и нейтрализованных загрязнителей 
из стационарных источников в Российской Федерации на период 2010-2017 годов снизился на 
14,7%. Выбросы загрязняющих веществ в атмосферу из стационарных источников на 
2010-2017 годы сократились на 8,6% - с 19 115,6 тыс. Тонн в 2010 году до 17 476,2 тыс. Тонн в 
2017 году. Государственный отчет является документальной статистической основой для 
формирования и реализации государственной политики в области экологического развития 
регионов России. Он определяет приоритетные направления деятельности государственных 
органов в этой области, а также разработку мер, направленных на предотвращение и снижение 
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негативного воздействия на окружающую среду. Новости о сотрудничестве со Швецией и 
готовность реализовать добровольные проекты в области абсорбции парниковых газов 
демонстрирует, что Россия использует все доступные методы для решения климатических 
проблем. Министерство природных ресурсов и экологии осознает важность и необходимость 
обращения к западноевропейскому опыту, но этот опыт и европейские механизмы должны 
быть адаптированы к российской действительности. 

Take Аction 

Большие вопросы вызывает механизм реализации добровольных проектов в области 
абсорбции парниковых газов. Готовится совместный акт Министерства природных ресурсов 
России и Минэкономразвития России, определяющий части реализации добровольных лесных 
проектов и формы статистической отчетности. Но неясно, когда эти предложения вступят в 
силу и как их контроль будет реализован. Мы понимаем, что сейчас идет только 
подготовительный этап. По нашему мнению, очень важно ускорить темпы развития 
государственного регулирования выбросов парниковых газов. Это принесет больший 
положительный эффект для сокращения выбросов парниковых газов. 

Contact: 
Министерство природных ресурсов и экологии РФ 
http://services.government.ru/letters/ 

Этот пост был подготовлен российским проектным менеджером Climate Scorecard  
Полина Бакунович, Контакт Polina@climatescorecard.org 

SAUDI ARABIA 

SPOTLIGHT ACTIVITY: Saudi Arabia Shelves Work on $200 Billion Solar Project 
In a setback to Saudi Arabia’s plans to build its renewable energy sector, citing Saudi officials, the 
Wall Street Journal reported that Saudi Arabia has shelved plans with Softbank Group Corp to build 
the 200-billion-dollar solar-power generating project that would have been the largest in the world. 
The source added that there is no active work done on the project and that instead, a broader, more 
practical strategy to boost renewable energy is being worked out and will be announced in late 
October. This project, in cooperation with Softbank, would have created the capacity to produce up to 
200 gigawatts (GW) by 2030. However, a spokesperson for the Public Investment Fund (PIF) denied 
the reports and emphasized the continuous work with Softbank to develop multi-billion dollar projects 
relating to the solar industry. 
 
ACTIVITY RATING: * FALLING BEHIND  
 
Saudi Arabia’s move away from investing in and building the largest solar project on record with 
Softbank is quite perplexing, especially because it did not give any solid reason as to why it decided 
to stop work on the project. New challenges are certainly expected when building the world’s largest 
solar plant, but when the reason is not given as to why work on this project stopped, it does a 
disservice to other countries that are trying to invest heavily into solar energy, because they can no 
longer learn from this project’s roadblocks. This lack of transparency also works to undermine the 
public’s confidence in the Saudi government’s commitment to curb carbon emissions and help 
combat climate change. Any past commitments Saudi Arabia has made to build other large wind or 
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solar plants are now shrouded in doubt. We await the end of October to hear what Saudi Arabia’s new 
strategy on renewable energy will be. 
 
Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker below:  
 
It seemed as if Saudi Arabia was well on its way to its goal of producing at least 9.5 gigawatts of 
renewable energy by 2030, due to the string of renewable energy projects slated to be started this 
year. The cancelling of the biggest project of them all now puts this goal in doubt. We must 
understand why this project was cancelled and what kind of unique challenges it presented, so that 
other countries may learn from Saudi Arabia’s experience. We urge the Saudi Arabian government to 
tell us under what circumstances this project was cancelled, and what sort of projects Saudi Arabia 
has in mind to take the place of this cancelled project, if any. We would also urge the Saudi Arabian 
government to give us an update on the status of other renewable energy projects slated to be 
started, or already started this year. 

Send Action Alert Message to: 
 
H.E. Yasir Othman Al-Rumayyan, Managing Director of the Public Investment Fund at Saudi Public 
Investment Fund and External Director and Independent Officer at Softbank Group Corp 
media@pif.gov.sa or Info@pif.gov.sa or ir@softbank.co.jp 

Khalid A. Al-Falih 
Minister of Energy, Industry, and Mineral Resources 
webmaster@meim.gov.sa 

For further information contact Climate Scorecard’s Saudi Arabia Partner Organization------------- OR  
Climate Scorecard Country Managers for Saudi Arabia, Abeer Abdulkareem 
abeerabdulkareemm2003@gmail.com and Amgad Ellaboudy amgad.ellaboudy@gmail.com 

نشاط تحت األضواء: المملكة العربیة السعودیة  توقف العمل على مشروع الطاقة الشمسیة بقیمة 200 ملیار دوالر مع مجموعة سوفت بانك 

في انتكاسة لخطط المملكة العربیة السعودیة لبناء قطاعھا من الطاقة المتجددة، نقلت صحیفة الوول ستریت جورنال، عن مسؤولین سعودیین، أن 
المملكة العربیة السعودیة أوقفت الخطط مع مجموعة سوفت بانك لبناء مشروع لتولید الطاقة الشمسیة بقیمة 200 ملیار دوالر وھو األكبر من 
نوعھ في العالم. وأضاف المصدر أنھ الیوجد عمل جاري على المشروع  وأنھ بدال عن ذلك تعكف على وضع استراتیجیة أوسع لتعزیز الطاقة 

المتجددة والتي سیتم األعالن عنھا في نھایة أكتوبر. وھذا المشروع،  بالتعاون مع سوفت بانك، كان من شأنھ أن یخلق القابلیة على تولید مایصل 
الى 200 جیجاوات بحلول عام 2030. إال أن متحدثاً بـأسم صندوق األستثمارات العامة نفى ھذه التقاریر وأكد مواصلة العمل مع مجموعة 

سوفت بانك لتطویر عدد من المشاریع بقیمة ملیارات من الدوالرات والمتعلقة بالطاقة الشمسیة. 

تصنیف النشاط*: 

إن انتقال المملكة العربیة السعودیة بعیداً عن االستثمار في أكبر مشروع للطاقة الشمسیة على اإلطالق مع سوفت بانك ھو أمر محیر للغایة ، 
خاصة ألنھ لم یعط أي سبب قوي حول سبب قرار وقف العمل في المشروع. من المؤكد أن التحدیات الجدیدة سوف تكون متوقعة عند بناء أكبر 

محطة للطاقة الشمسیة في العالم ، ولكن عندما ال یتم ذكر السبب في توقف العمل في ھذا المشروع ، فإنھ یلحق الضرر بالبلدان األخرى التي 
تحاول االستثمار بكثافة في الطاقة الشمسیة ، ألنھم ال یستطیعون التعلم من العوائق بوجھ ھذا المشروع. ویعمل عدم الشفافیة ھذا أیًضا على 

تقویض ثقة المجتمع في التزام الحكومة السعودیة بخفض انبعاثات الكربون والمساعدة في مكافحة تغیر المناخ. إن أي التزامات سابقة قامت بھا 
المملكة العربیة السعودیة لبناء محطات طاقة شمسیة أو طاقة شمسیة كبیرة أخرى أصبحت اآلن محاطًة بالشكوك. ننتظر نھایة أكتوبر لسماع 

إستراتیجیة المملكة العربیة السعودیة الجدیدة بشأن الطاقة المتجددة. 
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تنبیھ العمل (المملكة العربیة السعودیة): 

بدا األمر كما لو أن السعودیة كانت في طریقھا إلى تحقیق ھدفھا المتمثل في إنتاج 9.5 جیجاوات على األقل من الطاقة المتجددة بحلول عام 
2030 ، بسبب سلسلة مشاریع الطاقة المتجددة التي من المقرر أن تبدأ ھذا العام. إن إلغاء أكبر مشروع منھم یضع ھذا الھدف  في موضع شك. 

یجب أن نفھم سبب إلغاء ھذا المشروع ونوع التحدیات الفریدة التي واجھھا ، حتى یتسنى للبلدان األخرى التعلم من تجربة المملكة العربیة 
السعودیة. نحث الحكومة السعودیة على إخبارنا تحت أي ظروف تم إلغاء ھذا المشروع ، وما ھو نوع المشاریع التي تضعھا السعودیة في 
اعتبارھا لتحل محل ھذا المشروع الملغى ، إن وجد. كما نحث حكومة المملكة العربیة السعودیة على تزویدنا بآخر المستجدات بشأن حالة 

مشاریع الطاقة المتجددة األخرى المقرر البدء فیھا ، أو التي بدأت بالفعل ھذا العام. 

إرسال رسالة تنبیھ العمل إلى: 

سعادة یاسر عثمان الرمیان ، العضو المنتدب لصندوق االستثمار العام في صندوق االستثمارات العامة السعودي والمدیر الخارجي والموظف 
  .ir@softbank.co أو Info@pif.gov.sa أو Softbank Group Corp: media@pif.gov.sa المستقل في

خالد الفالح 
وزیر الطاقة والصناعة والموارد المعدنیة 

 webmaster@meim.gov.sa

للحصول على مزید من المعلومات ، یرجى االتصال بمؤسسة شركاء Climate Scorecard في المملكة العربیة السعودیة ------------- أو 
 Abeer Abdulkareem ، في المملكة العربیة السعودیة Climate Scorecard مدراء بلد

 Amgad Ellaboudy amgad.ellaboudy@gmail.com و abeerabdulkareemm2003@gmail.com

SOUTH AFRICA 

Spotlight Activity: New Integrated Resource Plan Criticized 

On the 27th of August, the South African Minister of Energy released the much-anticipated Integrated 
Resource Plan Draft. This draft is meant to outline the expected roadmap by the South African 
government to ensure that it adequately addresses energy demand and affordability in South Africa, 
until year 2030.   

The draft outlined two main key assumptions when it comes to South Africa’s energy supply and 
these include: The South African demand for electricity did not increase as previously expected and 
the cost for new technology decreased. This led to the IRP Plan proposing that the following 
electricity generation be built from now until 2030: 8100MW of new wind power, 5670MW of solar 
photovoltaic energy, 2500MW Hydro Energy, 8100MW of gas and 1000MW of Coal energy. This 
means that the South African energy mix would be: 46% coal energy, 16% gas, 15% wind energy, 
10% Solar PV energy, 6% hydro energy, 4% pumped storage energy, 2.5 nuclear energy and 1% of 
concentrated solar power energy.  

The biggest criticism of the IRP Plan came about because of the two newly proposed coal powered 
stations being the Khanyisa and Thabametsi power stations. The stations will be built privately 
through the Independent Power Producers Programme. This proposition has raised an outcry from 
the non-governmental organisations and activists who believe that South Africa will fail to meet its 
targets in their Nationally Determined Contributions if it continues with building and upgrading coal 
powered stations. This would have a negative impact in the plight of addressing the concerns 
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highlighted by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, that countries are not doing enough 
to decrease their carbon emissions. 

Activity Rating: ** Standing Still 

Countries in the world are currently trying to find ways to move away from coal energy to renewable 
energy. South Africa, instead of moving in that direction completely, still wants to maintain the use of 
coal energy. As per the assumptions of the report, South Africa currently does not have much demand 
for electricity, and the technology for renewable energy is currently affordable. Therefore, this is the 
right time to transition to clean renewable forms of energy. 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker below. Include your name, 
telephone number, and email address:  

The proposed IRP plan is currently due for public consultations and engagements. Therefore, please 
take your time and submit your public comment about the importance of South Africa transitioning 
towards renewable energy and halting the building of two new coal powered fire stations.  

Contact:  
a.kotze@parliament.gov.za  

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard South Africa Country Manager 
Phiwayinkosi Mungwe: Contact Phiwayinkosi@climatescorecard.org 

SOUTH KOREA 

Spotlight Activity: South Korea Hosted the 48th IPCC Meeting 

Internationally, South Korea aims for actively participating in climate change negotiations and making 
efforts to support developing countries through international organizations specialized in climate 
change such as GCF (Green Climate Fund) and GGGI (Global Green Growth Institute), the 
headquarters of which are located in Korea. 

Also, the Korean government has made efforts to implement policies that combine climate change 
response and national sustainable development goals (K-SDGs) that are appropriate to the situation 
in Korea, by setting up a solid implementation system for the post-war period. To this end, it is 
promoting measures such as amendment and supplementation of the 2030 roadmap, enforcement of 
emissions trading system, and energy transition policy. 

Meanwhile, since the conclusion of COP21 in Paris in 2015, 197 Parties of COP21 have so far 
negotiated for publication of a detailed rulebook to operationalize the Agreement.  

In this context, Korea hosted the 48th Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in Incheon 
on Oct. 1. IPCC is an international organization jointly established by the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) and United Nations Environment Program in 1988. The total number of member 
countries is 195, and Prof. Lee Hoe-sung of Korea University has been serving as the 6th chairman 
since 2015.  
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President Moon Jae-in said at the opening ceremony, “Together we will produce a strong, robust and 
clear Summary for Policymakers that responds to the invitation of governments three years ago while 
upholding the scientific integrity of the IPCC,” highlighting Korea’s national commitment to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Also, at the UN General Assembly on September 26, President Moon 
said that Korea will help developing countries counter climate change. 

Representatives of the IPCC’s 195 member governments will work with experts and scientists from 
IPCC in Incheon until October 5 to finalize the Summary for Policymakers of the report, entitled 
Global Warming of 1.5°C, an IPCC special report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas emission pathways, in the context of 
strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, sustainable development, and 
efforts to eradicate poverty. In addition to holding the 48th IPCC, Korea has participated in writing and 
publishing the sixth evaluation report as the sixth chair state and tries to expand its role in IPCC. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) is the ministry responsible for South Korea’s negotiating on 
climate change issues, and Ambassador for Climate Change of MOFA, whose name is Yoo Yeon-
chul, is the chief representative of the negotiations. MOFA has overseen related negotiations.  

Activity Rating: **** Good Move 

We appreciate Korea’s commitment and leadership for helping international community work together 
against climate change. We hope South Korea can continue making its efforts to facilitate 
international dialogues. 

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker below:  

Dear Ambassador Yoo Yeon-chul 

International community apricates South Kore’s leadership to facilitate important dialogues on climate 
change. However, its financial contribution remains relatively marginal. We (Climate Scorecard) would 
like to encourage Ministry of Foreign Affairs to collaborate more with Ministry of Economy and 
Finance to build up Korea’s more comprehensive action plans to help developing countries’ climate 
change mitigation and adaptation efforts and to contribute globally. 

Contact:  
Ambassador for Climate Change of MOFA 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Address. 60, Sajik-ro 8-gil, Jongno-gu, Seoul, South Korea (Postal Code 03172)  
Tel. +82- 02-2100-7781 
Fax. +82- 02-2100-7996 

Secretary’s info 
Tel. +82- 02-2100-7780 
Fax. +82- 02-2100-7996 

Sources. 
World Meteorological Organization (Oct. 1, 2018) https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/
intergovernmental-panel-climate-change-considers-15%C2%B0c-report; 
Policy Brief (Sep. 27, 2018) http://www.korea.kr/policy/pressReleaseView.do?newsId=156296302; 
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Yonhap News (Oct. 1, 2018) http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/
2018/10/01/0200000000AKR20181001076600004.HTML  

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard South Korea Country Manager Eunjung Lim:  Contact 
Eunjung@climatescorecard.org 

SPAIN 

Spotlight Activity: Andalucia Leads the Way in Combatting “Diffuse Emissions” 

On October 15th the autonomous region of Andalucia drafted a new law on measures against climate 
change. The measures put forth in this law will take effect in January of 2019 and will redefine what 
constitutes as greenhouse gasses by including “diffuse emissions” in their calculation. Diffuse 
emissions are unintended pollutants or runoffs stemming from a variety of sources, namely found 
within the transportation and agriculture sectors, that have negative effects on water or air quality. It is 
estimated that these emissions count for over half of Andalucia’s total emissions, and as such are a 
considerable proportion to overlook and not include. The Irish government is also actively researching 
the effects of diffuse emissions in their country. This legislation will result in new sector-specific 
emissions allowances that are a more accurate portrayal of the extent of climate change causing 
pollutants in each sector. Furthermore, it will establish a new GHG reduction baseline, a progressive 
18% by 2030 based off of registered 2005 levels, which is an improvement upon the more relaxed 
abatement legislation passed in 2002. 

The ramifications of this legislation will be enforced and evaluated under the auspices of the 
Andalusian GHG Emissions Inventory, the Climatic Environments of Andalusia, and the recently 
created Andaluz System for Emissions Registration (SAER), which will implement voluntary and 
obligatory mechanisms to regulate Andalucian emission abatement. 

Andalucia is the most populated autonomous community in Spain, and being the most southern, is 
highly susceptible to the effects of climate change, namely desertification. This law likely foreshadows 
some much needed “pasos progresivos,” progressive steps, that will be contained in the Andalucian 
Climate Action Plan, slated to be released by the end of the year. Aforementioned diffusion emissions 
are not currently recognized as GHG pollutants by the EU emissions trading system, and their 
recognition and inclusion by the Andalusian government could potentially reshape the future of EU 
climate change policies. 

Activity Rating: *** Moving Forward 

The rest of the Spanish nation, as well as the EU, should follow the leadership of the Andalusian 
region and include diffuse emissions within emissions registration and trading. It is important for 
pollutants to be properly accounted for so as to reduce their effects on contamination, and 
subsequently climate change. The time to act is now. 

Take Action:  

In order to garner more attention to the pioneering measures taken by the Andalusian government, or 
to congratulate those who took part in aforementioned progressive action, share this article or send 
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the following message to the policymaker found below: 
 
Dear Pilar Navarro Rodríguez, 

I am fully in support of Andalusia’s inclusion of diffuse emissions in future considerations of 
greenhouse gas calculations. This should not only be limited to the nation of Spain, but should spread 
across the EU and beyond until these harmful industrial byproducts are accounted for and reflected in 
environmental policy on a global scale. If you continue making such important steps in the fight 
against climate change at a local level you will start to make ripples on an international scale. Thanks 
for taking a much-needed progressive stance in this battle. 
 
Sincerely, 
(Your Name) 

Contact: [Kristin, can you please email him and ask him for the contact info] 

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Spain Country Manager, 
Chauncey Erskine: contact Chauncey@climatescorecard.org 

THAILAND 

Spotlight Activity: Thailand Hosts Summit to Enhance Climate Change Adaptation Efforts 

During the first week of October 2018, Thailand’s Office of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Policy and Planning hosted a summit in Bangkok. The objective of the summit was to implement 
strategies for meeting the Paris Agreement’s goals and for addressing the impacts of climate change. 
This summit was co-hosted by the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) Global Network and it brought 
together adaptation experts from 16 developing countries to discuss their respective approaches on 
climate change adaptation. To reflect upon the summit, Mr. Raweewan Bhuridej, Secretary General of 
the Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP), stated “As many 
countries are embarking on the NAP process, today’s workshop will provide a useful venue for 
participants to learn and benefit from one another about the challenges and opportunities faced when 
working through the NAP process in different countries”. 

The summit looked specifically into the “opportunities for aligning countries’ National Adaptation Plan 
processes with the adaptation criteria, which have been included under the respective Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) submitted under the UNFCCC”. The summit was supported by the 
“Government of Germany and partners in Bangkok” as a part of “Capacity Building and Knowledge 
Exchange Week on Accelerating the Implementation of the Paris Agreement”. To describe the summit 
deliberations about how climate change adaptation strategies are undertaken by Thailand and 
different countries, Tim Mahler, country director of GIZ Thailand mentioned “Even though the inclusion 
of adaptation in the NDCs was optional, the great majority of all NDCs mention adaptation needs and 
goals. It is crucial to create linkages between NDC implementation and NAP process”.  

The summit in Bangkok included government representatives from countries like “Thailand, Vietnam, 
Togo, Uganda, Brazil, Jamaica, Morocco, Malawi, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Nepal, Ethiopia, 
Benin, Burkina Faso, and Colombia”. At the end of the workshops, Anne Hammill, Director of the NAP 
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Global Network Secretariat mentioned about the great potentials of the summit by arguing, 
“Convening peers from different countries to share their experiences and learn from each other can 
build momentum for action. We hope that this week’s meetings help governments make progress 
towards the adaptation ambitions they have set out under the Paris agreement”. 

To know more about the summit workshop please visit the NAP Global Network site at http://
napglobalnetwork.org/2018/10/thailand-hosts-peer-learning-summit-on-climate-change-adaptation/ 

Activity Rating: *** A Move in the Right Direction 

By hosting the summit, Thailand is moving towards the right direction with respect to the 
enhancement of climate change adaptation efforts. In Thailand’s context, the summit workshop is 
likely to boost the funding for adaptation projects and enhance the availability of energy friendly 
technologies. Finally, the summit allowed Thailand and the participant countries to share their 
experiences of adaptation projects. This in turn can help Thailand to learn from the experiences of 
other countries as well as assist the country in implementing effective adaptation measures.  
Therefore, the recent summit workshop is much more likely to assist Thailand in strengthening its 
INDC pledge under the Paris Agreement.  

Take Action: 
To help Thailand in implementing effective climate change adaptation measures, you can contact the 
members of the Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning with the 
following Action Alert message: 

We congratulate the Thai Government and the Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy 
and Planning for hosting the summit in Bangkok from October 1st to 5th. The summit will certainly 
enhance Thailand’s climate change adaptation efforts and is more likely to strengthen Thailand’s 
commitments to the Paris Agreement. However, to ensure that the summit achieves its proposed 
objectives your role will be critical. As a prominent member of the Office of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Policy and Planning, I request you kindly to formulate an adaptation roadmap, for 
Thailand’s recent summit. The roadmap should thus include the details about the adaptation projects 
like the project objectives, how the projects will be implemented, proposed dates for project’s 
implementation, technologies required, respective budget allocation of projects, the scope of the 
projects, and how the proposed projects achieve the summit’s objectives. 

Send Action Alert Message to: 

Dr. Raweewan Bhuridej 
Secretary General 
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning 
60/1 Soi Pibulwatana 7, Rama VI Road, 
Phayathai, Bangkok 10400 Thailand 
Telephone: 0-2265-6506, Fax: 0-2265-6506 
Email: rawewan@onep.go.th 

Dr. Asadaporn Kraipanont 
Deputy Secretary General 
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning 
60/1 Soi Pibulwatana 7, Rama VI Road, 
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Phayathai, Bangkok 10400 Thailand 
Telephone: 0-2265-6505, Fax: 0-2265-6506 
Email: kasdaporn@gmail.com 

For more information please contact Climate Scorecard Thailand Country Manager Neebir Banerjee: 
Neebir@climatescorecard.org or neebirban@yahoo.com 

TURKEY 
Spotlight Activity: New Study Assesses Turkey’s Ability to Meet Its Paris Agreement Pledge 
In the latest issue of Energy Policy, Turkey's climate change commitments are evaluated. To fully 
assess the impact of a proposed emissions trading scheme a Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) 
model of the Turkish economy was developed. The model combines macroeconomic representation 
of non-electric sectors with a detailed power sector representation.  
Two scenarios are analyzed to assess their impacts: nuclear development together with planned 
nuclear energy development and a renewable energy subsidy scheme (BAU), and no nuclear 
technology allowed (NoN). The assessment considers that in 2030, without policy, Turkey’s  primary 
energy will be mainly oil, natural gas and coal. However, the emissions trading scheme would raise 
the price of carbon and lower overall emissions under either the BAU or NoN scenario. With nuclear, 
the emissions reduction would be 3.1% lower. Unfortunately, the model does not take into account a 
more robust use of renewable energy instead of a reliance on nuclear power. 
Turkey, under the Paris Agreement promises minimum reduction target of 21% reducing the 
emissions from 1,175 Mt CO2 equivalent to 929 Mt CO2 equivalent. The results of the model show 
that Turkey will reach its targets by 2030 and the emissions will be even 30% lower than the INDC 
pledge which equals to 836 Mt CO2 equivalent. 
The economic cost analysis of the model shows that, at least 21% reduction target in the context of 
the Paris Agreement is economically reachable and reveals that the cost of this reduction to be low in 
Turkey. The cost of this target to the economy would be modestly between 0.8% and 1.1% of GDP by 
2030.  
Activity Rating: * Falling Behind  
The potential benefits of climate action and the reduction in the use of fossil fuels and the risks 
associated with nuclear energy is not considered in the current study. Although the INDC target is 
likely to be achieved, the continued domination of carbon-based energy sources in 2030 should not 
be the best policy to follow. 

Take Action 

You can get in contact with the researchers of the article to emphasize the importance of lowering the 
carbon-based energy source and avoiding nuclear energy by 2030. A further study which covers such 
concerns and scenarios shall contribute to the decision-making process and policy development. 

Contact: 
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Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey 
Address: Tunus Caddesi No:80 06100 Kavaklıdere Ankara 
Tel: +90 (312) 468 5300 

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard Turkey Country Manager Ozlem Duyan: Contact 
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TURKEY (TURKISH LANGUAGE VERSION) 

Türkiye 

Dikkat Çeken Aktivite: Türkiye ekonomisinin Hesaplanabilir Genel Denge (CGE) Modeli ve Paris 
Anlaşması  
Energy Policy dergisinin son sayısında, Türkiye'nin iklim değişikliği taahhütleri değerlendirilmektedir. 
Önerilen bir emisyon ticaret planının etkisini tam olarak değerlendirmek için, Türk ekonomisinin 
Hesaplanabilir Genel Dengesi (CGE) modeli geliştirilmiştir. Model, elektrik dışı sektörlerin 
makroekonomik temsilini detaylı bir güç sektörü temsili ile birleştirmektedir. 
Etkilerini değerlendirmek için iki senaryo analiz edilmektedir: planlı nükleer enerji gelişimi ve 
yenilenebilir enerji sübvansiyon programı (BAU) ile birlikte nükleer gelişim ve nükleer teknolojiye izin 
verilmeyen program (NoN). Değerlendirme, 2030 yılında, aksi bir politika olmaksızın, Türkiye'nin 
birincil enerjisinin esas olarak petrol, doğal gaz ve kömür olacağını düşünmektedir. Bununla birlikte, 
emisyon ticareti planı, karbon fiyatını yükseltecek ve BAU ya da NoN senaryosu altında genel 
emisyonları azaltacaktır. Nükleer ile emisyon azaltımı% 3.1 daha düşük olacaktır. Maalesef model 
nükleer enerjiye güvenmek yerine yenilenebilir enerjinin daha sağlam bir kullanımını hesaba katmıyor. 
Türkiye, Paris Anlaşması kapsamında, 1,175 Mt CO2 eşdeğerinden 929 Mt CO2 eşdeğerine 
emisyonları % 21 minimum azaltma hedefi vaat ediyor. Modelin sonuçları, Türkiye'nin 2030 yılına 
kadar hedeflerine ulaşacağını ve emisyonların, 836 Mt CO2 eşdeğerine eşit olan INDC taahhüdünden 
bile % 30 daha düşük olacağını göstermektedir. 
Modelin ekonomik maliyet analizi, Paris Anlaşması bağlamında en az % 21'lik azaltma hedefinin 
ekonomik olarak ulaşılabilir olduğunu ve bu azalmanın maliyetinin Türkiye'de düşük olduğunu da 
göstermektedir. Bu hedefin ekonomiye maliyeti, 2030 yılına kadar GSYİH'nın % 0,8 ila % 1,1'i 
arasında olacaktır. 
Aktivite Puanlaması:* Yetersiz İklim çalışmasının potansiyel faydaları ve fosil yakıtların 
kullanımındaki azalma ve nükleer enerjiyle ilişkili riskler mevcut çalışmada dikkate alınmamıştır. INDC 
hedefine ulaşılması muhtemel olsa da, 2030'da karbon temelli enerji kaynaklarının hakimiyeti, takip 
edilecek en iyi politika olmamalıdır. 

Harekete Geç 

İklim çalışmasının potansiyel faydaları ve fosil yakıtların kullanımındaki azalma ve nükleer enerjiyle 
ilişkili riskler mevcut çalışmada dikkate alınmamıştır. INDC hedefine ulaşılması muhtemel olsa da, 
2030'da karbon temelli enerji kaynaklarının hakimiyeti, takip edilecek en iyi politika olmamalıdır. 
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UNITED KINGDOM    

Spotlight Activity: UK Policy Makers Take Steps Backwards on Climate Change 

The UN’s IPCC released their SR15 report, advising about the necessity of approaching a zero-
carbon emissions target by 2040 for a 66% chance of staying within a global temperature rise of 
1.5C. Neither Michael Gove (Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs), or any 
member of the UK cabinet was present at the International Summit on Climate Change, which took 
place days after the report was published. Green Party MP, Caroline Lucas rightly commented, 
“Gove's failure to engage with the EU Environment Council tells us everything we need to know about 
whether they plan to take the urgent action necessary to avoid disaster”.  

UK climate scientist, Kevin Anderson of the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, agrees with 
the IPCC report conclusions. However, he criticised some of the recommendations for “constraining 
its policy advice to fit neatly within the current economic model”; for not painting an accurate picture of 
the scale of challenge that we face to decarbonise the energy system and accusing IPCC scientists of 
trying to appeal to the present political base. Anderson stated that, considering the numbers from the 
SR15 report, the incremental changes suggested (e.g. small price mechanisms and tweaking the 
market) are not enough and that the current economic framework cannot support necessary changes. 
From an economic standpoint, appropriate action calls for a radical revolution in our energy system 
and policies should be aimed at the wealthier segments of society without impoverishing those who 
are already struggling within the current economic system.  

In reality, something as simple as not outsourcing and privatising a government service like public 
transport, would allow the government to reclaim the controls over how this service is administered 
and rather than public services existing for-profit purposes as they do today, they could be an 
environmental and social investment. 

To shed some light on an issue directly relevant to Anderson's statements: the same week as the 
IPCC report was released, BP’s chief executive Bob Dudley made claims at the Oil and Money 
conference in London, advising against selling out of oil and gas investments, warning that this would 
“threaten energy security and the global economy”. Significant growth in the renewable energy sector 
was acknowledged by Mr Dudley, followed by scaremongering predictions about the impossibility for 
renewables to meet energy demands by 2040. BP’s predictions are based on their own consumption 
projections which differ from thousands of reports from various actors worldwide, none of which seem 
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to agree with each other (according to Consultancy.uk). It’s possible that each of these is attempting 
to manipulate future consumption trends by releasing data that serves their own market or industry.  

Mr Dudley’s statement indicates that there is no will for this company to participate in helping the UK 
reach emission targets within the new deadline, reason-being, financial losses among the already-
wealthy. There was no mention of climate change or reference to environmental concerns. With 
sufficient government support, financial resource allocation, and strategic policy creation, 22 years 
would surely be enough time to secure a majority energy provision from renewable and alternative 
sources but requires fast action and fundamental systemic changes that representatives are too 
fearful of embracing.  

A quick update on previous reports: after a 7-year break, fracking officially recommenced in the UK, 
on October 15th by Cuadrilla at the Lancashire site. This happened despite local protestors’ best 
efforts, some of whom have been arrested in response to their on-site resistance. This news, along 
with August’s announcements about the government awarding new fracking licenses at 27 new 
locations across the UK speaks for itself in terms of policy makers true position in the environment-
versus-economy discussion. It’s a shame that the government remains blind to the true economic 
potential of alternative energy sources.  

Activity Rating: * Falling behind 

Between the government recommencing fracking, issuing new fracking licences, the lack of 
attendance at the International Summit on Climate Change, and giving nothing but empty rhetoric, 
with no legislative results, it is becoming clear that the UK is not keeping up with environmental 
demands on a policy level. Positive action is left to a small proportion of the population, to act 
independently. All solutions proposed continue to focus on future developments and little present-day 
action is being taken to pave way for the implementation of scalable solutions. Technological 
advancement that can facilitate transitions to zero-carbon living is here and ready to use, so why are 
UK policies, ministerial actions and economic directives taking us backwards?  

Take Action: Please send the following message to the policymaker below: 

To the Rt Hon Michael Gove MP,  

It was unfortunate to learn about your entire cabinet’s lack of presence at the International Summit for 
Climate Change despite top European counterparts participating in this meeting. It is essential for you 
to inform us, as members of the public, of DEFRA’s plans to address the issues outlined by the IPCC 
in their special report.  

The public asks you to speed up the pace to faze out fossil fuel dependence, encourage further 
investment in renewable energy sources and urge the increased use of renewables among what are 
supposed to be public services, such as public transport. You are also asked to create policies to 
make renewable energy sources more accessible to rural communities, especially those responsible 
for food production, and to create incentives for changes in our food supply chains - something we 
now know has a huge impact on GHG emissions with a knock-on effect on climate change.  

The British public’s dependence on fossil fuels is something your department, alongside BEIS and 
DfT, can help to change. The economic arguments put forth by corporations about a ‘destabilised 
economy’ are much less relevant than the environmental arguments about climate change disaster. 
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Given that, before we can reach zero-carbon capacity we would still need to manufacture a huge 
amount of products to support an economy based on renewable energy, there is even an economic 
argument for taking immediate action in this direction.  

Contact:  
The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP,  
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 
michael.gove.mp@parliament.uk 

This Post was submitted by Climate Scorecard UK Country Manager 
Paulina Jurczky: Contact Paulina@climatescorecard.org 

UNITED STATES 

Spotlight Activity: U.S. Moves to Reduce Regulations on Methane 

President Trump and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency moved to reduce regulations limiting 
the amount of methane that can be released into the atmosphere in the process of extracting oil and 
natural gas. Methane is known as a climate “super-pollutant,” as it carries as much as 80 times the 
global warming potential of carbon dioxide.  

The move comes as the latest in a series of rollbacks proposed by the Trump administration to cut 
back on regulations originally implemented by the Obama administration to reduce the United States’ 
contribution to climate change. The current administration justifies the rollbacks by removing 
calculations originally used to determine the economic benefit of the regulations that were based on 
“co-benefits,” or positive externalities of the rule. The oil and gas industry had already begun making 
the necessary changes to comply with the Obama-era rules. 
  
Activity Rating: * Falling Behind 

While many consider natural gas to be a “bridge fuel” between heavier carbon-emitting fossil fuels like 
coal and carbon-neutral energy generation sources like renewables, allowing the oil and gas industry 
to release methane along its supply chain unchecked will severely negate any greenhouse gas 
savings that would normally accompany the switch to natural gas. The move represents a direct 
attack on climate policy by the Trump administration and should be blocked. 

Take Action: Tell the U.S. to Renew its Climate Finance Commitments 

Send the following message to Acting Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Andrew Wheeler: 

The United States is a leader in many global areas; it should also be a leader in climate change 
policy. Common-sense methane pollution limits on the oil and gas industry are necessary to further 
our commitment to greenhouse gas reductions, protect human health, and preserve our natural 
environment. I urge you to keep the existing restrictions on methane pollution. 

Contact Info: 
Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
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Email: Wheeler.andrew@Epa.gov  
Phone: 202-564-4700 
Mailing Address:  
USEPA Headquarters 
William Jefferson Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Mail Code: 1101A 
Washington, DC 20460  

This Post was submitted by Cli9mate Scorecard US Country Manager Stephanie Gagnon:  Contact 
Stephanie@climatescorecard.org 
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